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The Preface* 

^£ following Sermons are alt 
that the Reverend Author left 
finijh'd for the Prefsi thofe 
ivhich had not his lafl Hand^ 
ivere ^y his particular Order for hid to he 
Printed ; fo that the tieader may he affu- 
red^ that as he is not impofed upon by im^ 
perfell Copies^ made entire hy the cari 
and diligence of Friends ; fo neither mufl 
he ex pell any other Remains of this kindy 
than thofe which are now offer a to hils chai* 
ritalle perufaU 

And if DifcourfeSy<:omposd upon thi 
toeightiefi SuhjeSs^ handled with great 
Clear nefs^ and Jirength of Judgment y ant-- 
mated with a true Spirit of Piety ^ flood 
in need of any Recommendation^ the Name 
0f the Worthy Mr. Kettlewell might gd 
jar to procure them a favourable recepti-^ 
on: For fuch was the Luflre of his Emi^ 
nent SanSHty^ that all Parties paid a due 
Veneration to his Chara^er ; and how 
n>ide foever they differ d in other Mat^ 
terSj they owiid the PerfeSlion of his 
Chriftian Morals : Indeed^ his great Pie- 
ty, ufeful Learning, and Colid Judgment^ 

A rfff^ 



The Preface 

rendred htm a puhlkk Bleffing^ and a pe^ 
culiar Ornament of the Church and Age 
wherein he lived; and the mfe Improve' 
nient he made rf fuch valuahk Talents^ 
will caufe his Light to fbine hright to jp^ 
Jferity^ and future Generations fbcdl call 
kim Blejfed. 

It mufl he confefsdy that he has given 
the World a perfeil Image of his own 
Mind in his admirable Writings^ the du* 
rahle Monuments of his true Worth : But 
iecauje 'tis much eafier to prefcrihe wife 
Rules for the Conduct of other Sj than to 
make ufe of them in the government of our 
own Lives ; and that to a£i reafonahly^ is 
of greater value than to write weu: I 
have good grounds to hope^ that a very 
skilful Art ijl will fet this Pattern ^/Pri- 
mitive Chriftianity in its true Light^ 
and convey him down to Toflerity in his 
full proportion^ that the World may know 
how carefully he pra£iifed thofe Duties hie 
preached to others^ and confirnid his Do^ 
Urines hy the powerful Attrailive of a 
flit able Example J which wiU make his 
Name to live^ and he mentioned with 
Reverence in the Records of Church-^ 
Hiflory. 

I know his great Modefly thought the 
Day of Jud^ent fdon enough to lay open 
the fever al Particularities of his life ; 
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Where «^ery Work &all be made inani' 
feft) whether it be good, or whether it 
be eril : And ait his Care wasj hm .f# 
ft and hifwt the imparfial Scrutiny ofthM 
Dreadful Triiund; yet as a Work of this 
nature^ may he a jiifi Triinte to the Me^ 
tmry of one fo truly Great ^ ^Wifdom and 
Piety ^ Lei^ning and l^ertue^ and a large 
htneficeptt ^ind^ may he aSovoed to conh 
jS^itute the Character :^ Soj moreover^ it 
may prove 'uery advantagiom to Chrijli^ 
ans in general^ efpeciaUy to thofe who have 
the great Honour to attend at the AUar^ 
a9$d ate dedicated to the more immediate 
Servfce of God^ By furnifhing them with 
fk cojm^at a Model for their Direilien^ 
Examples heing aSovoed to have a mighty 
Force in forming m to a right Temper of 
Mind^ hy a lively Reprefentation in pra^ 
^e if the feffihility and Eafinefs of thofe 
Precepts which are Jo agfeeahk to pur heft 
ReafoH^ and which our Holy Religion re^. 
^resofus. 

,lfow the Example of this Faithfol Ser- 
vant of God was fitted for Vniverfd 
Imitation^ we find no Affeiiations of Sin* 
gularitY in indifferent Things^ no Strefs 
laid upon fome particulaf Duties to the 
prejudice and negleS of others $ hut he 
had a refped: to all Gods Commands; 
his Life was of a piece ^ ' and he dijlin^ 
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tioH gave frequent Infiances ef afrufound 
Humility^ and admirable Meeknefs rf 
Spirit y and fweetnefs of DifpofitiM; am 
mfpotted Integrity y and a hhtmelefs Sin^ 
cerity ; an univerfal Charity^ and a par^ 
ticutar Concern for the tfeceffities of the 
Poor J a great Tendernefs for the Affli- 
Hed^ and an extreme Defire to do Good 
to all the World : There was rernarkahU 
in Him^ a great Love of Devotion ; an en^ 
tire Suhmiffion to the Will of Gody and a 
true Contempt of the Worlds by not Juf^ 
fering it to allure or c^right Him from 
his Duty ; a mighty Patience under all 
AffliSions , andfo perfect an Ahhcnrrence 
of all Sin y that he ftarted even at the 
'very Appearance of it i the Flame of 
prudent TLeal burnt bright in his Mind ^ 
and as nothing-gave him a greater Con^ 
cerny than the hazard Men expofe them-^ 
f elves to , by the negleSl of their Eter* 
nai Salvation , fo his chief Sollicitude and 
Care was always (o fearch and contrive 
Means to prevent their Everlafling Ruin; 
and his Thoughts were employ d how to 
refcue Souls from thofe Snares which are 
laid for them by the World^ the Flefb^ 
md the Devil. 

thougl^ 
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. TTmigb his It^teQeSiual FacHlties ifiu 

proved by the Advantages of a Learned 

Education^ might place him in the firfl 

Rank of confiderahte Men ; yet what he 

valued more in others^ and upon which 

account he w^s really more valuable him^ 

Jelfy were his Moral Accomplifhment^^ his 

Pious Temoer^ and Difpqfition of Mind^ 

his true Chrijlian Spirit : For Learnings 

and Great Parts^ jeparated from Meek'-: 

nefs and Humility^ are like a dangerous^ 

Weapon in the Hands of a Mad-man^ who 

ufes it indifferently againft himfelf and 

others ; and the Compiler of his Life will. 

have no great difficulty to find variety^ 

of Inflances to juftifie this, part of his^^ 

Chara^er; for he (howed out of a.gop$l. 

Converfation hi^ Work? with Mcckncfs 

of Wifdom. > 

I cannot forhear upon thuOuafion to 
mention his controverfial Writings^ which . 
hear evidence in this Cafe^^ andTwe agcr 
nmne Proof of whaf was-fo very, common- 
dahle in him \ Heit^ertreatsjm Adverr^ 
fortes with i^ i^fmui^^ Scorn .or Con'^ 
ten^ty nor wffh petfinalRefle^nSy ; or in^: 
jurious Surmifes ; nor hecaufe he thought < 
they erred in one Pointy did he ever en-^ 
deav((ur to make them Guilty^ of all • nor 
does he confecrate any unchrifiian heat un^ 
der a pretefice of defending J ruth j a dan^^ 
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The Preface 

gerous Rock whereupon matf)/ Ltanai^ mtd 

. , iaherways good wen heme fat My f flit j av 

if while a Z^d was exprejid in watters 

of Beltsy the weighty matters of froBice 

might he negkSled, and if while we fi>e» 

ourfehfs warmly concern d for God s Ho- 

. nour^ we were exempted from att Chriftkin 

' Rules in fhe Projecution of it ; but the 

Wrath of iMan worketh not the Righte- 

oufnefsof Godj it hing avery irregtdar 

Method to defend his Caufe^ fy the breach 

of many of his^ Precepts,, and as improper 

to expeB to convince a Man s Ret^on^ when 

we provoke hii Indignation iy any uncivil 

Treatment, the Sufge^ions of a Hetb- 

then in this Particular are very pertinent, 

who advifes. To give way to faMhood 

with Mildnefi. W%erkly'j<u bis Commen- 

*♦"«** tator , Hierocles affirms , He doth not 

mJ^ lueatt we Ihould embrace it, but only 

^gdofS- give it a patient Hearing, and not to 

^ 5^ count it fach i ftrange thing, if IVfeh 

fall off fonietimcs from Truth Andtht» 

exceBent Moralifi , a Hftk hfore admo- 

nifhes thofi who are 0l4 to dcftroy Er- 

rour, not to do it vehemently nor iiv 

fblently. •. - 

MilTsreo. Moreover Plvttixch ^ that great Oma- 

^t^lmn Ment of Moral, as well as ffifiorical Lear* 

Sf*^*" **^ Ptaiesihe way bf ftianaging aPUt 

|.'^ j, courfe with inodefty and liiiklhers of 

Teroper, 
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Temper, iwjither fiiffering our fclvcs to ^^ 
eog^c with Vehcmency and Paflioa , ^.Ta * 
nqx tQ be hot and concem'd in urging 
an Argument, nor to rail and give bad 
Words, even tho' we are non-plufii'd , 
to be a true (ign of a great Proficient in 
Vertue. ^9$ J the celebrated Roman Or a- ^^ P^ 
tor^ gives it ai his Opinion^ That Difputes 14^1 /,>. 
accompanied with Reproaches, and op* 
probrious Language , with Paflion, and 
obftinate Contention, are unworthy of 
that Man that makes Profedion of Phi- 
lofpphy. 

/ am fure the Precepts of our Bleffed 
San)iour are futt to that Purpefe^ Qu« 
cum legimus quern Philofopbum non 
contemnimus? And that ferfeSl M^del 
of Piety hath fet an Example of great 
Meehefsy in inftru£iing thofe that oppo^ 
fed themf elves , and exercifed an ahnn* 
dance of Patience^ in hari^g with the In- 
firmities of Men , and almie all reconh 
mends the Pattern <^f his Meeknefs^ as the 
fnrefi method of acquiring a Likenefs H 
hm^ to which Purpofi he was pleafed to 
he reprefented hy a Lamb\ and the Spirit 
that tanght Chrifiianity came "down in the 
fbape of a Dove. 

How charitahle and beneficial a Mind 
he had J appeared in the whole Courfe of 
hU Life^vhich was J pent in profecuting the 

A 4 noblefi 



The Preface. 

noblefi Ends of making others Happy ; d- 
ther hy his pious Converfation^ vr charita' 
hie Office Sy hy his jud ictus Writings^ or pre* 
fitahle SermonSy which were always adap- 
ted to the neceffities of his Flock y and gave 
tvarning of thoje Dangers wtjich threatned 
them : He was ready upon all Occafions 
to fupply the wants of the Poor according 
to his Ahilities • and the affijlance he gave 
the Sick in his Parijh hyfome skill he had 
that way, was made uje of as a favourable 
Opportunity to in ft ill his heavenly Inflru-' 
fiions, and Jerved as a Febicle to convey 
Kourifhment to their precious Souls j na^ 
thing could fet hounds to his large Mind^ 
hut that Period which will fet^ hounds to 
4II things ; for his Inclinations of doing 
good were particularly confprcuous at his 
Death in that confiderahle Settlement he 
made for ever upon the Poor of the Partfh 
where he w^ horfi in Yorklhirc. / call 
it conjtderahle^ hecaufe Five and twenty 
Pounds yearly Revenue in ifbat County ve^ 
rj well juflifies it • hefides it will more 
defervedly appear fo , when the Reader 
fhall know 'twas mar halfofhisEJlate\ the 
remainder was Dedicated to the ajjijlance 
(?/ thoje Relations , whofe Circumfiances 
moft requred his Help : hut jince God had 
not Bleffed him with Children^ he gladly 
adopted the pdor Memherf of Chr^y as 
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Heirs tohis paternal Inker itance\ dndin^ 
fiead of entertaining the kafi repinif^ 
thought for want rf Iffue^ he thanked 
Goaf&r the opportunity that was put in* 
to his hands ^ of tejiifying his Love and 
Devotion towards him: And I believe 
there never was a Settlement of that kind 
made with greater Piety and Prudence ; 
fife Qualifications of thofe who are to re^^ 
ceive benefit by ity are fir ill Obligatifmt 
to the Vertues of aChriflian Life -^ he 
has laid down fuch Rules for the managing 
of it^ as in humane Probability may at" 
tain their End i and has provided for all 
thofe Di^culties which might threat en to 
render it ineffeSiual; which was all the la-* 
bourof his own Brain, and tdjceived only its 
form from the skUfkhin the Law ; his pof 
fible the World may fee the whole at lenffh^ 
fince it mc^ ferve ltd dire6l thofe whofe 
hearts Godfhall toikh hitf^fuch charitable 
DifpdfitioHs. ThuiHvWefhe iVorld lafi^s 
he will he clothing ihf^iJaied^ feeding 
the Hufigry\ vifiting the Sick^ {having 
made a yearly allo^nce for their t^]^^ 
ties^ infiru^ing the Ignorant^ and power:- 
fully pervading the Poor to apply thern^ 
felves to the Service of Gpdy by makhig 
it the means of their fupport to ob^y him. 
Happy Soul! 7'hy joy of doingGood will ' 
fftfiitl encreafing by the Blejfed fruit thy 
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Zeaf viU irmg firth even after thy. 
Dgdthy and tfm this Life where yft, fee 
throwgl? a Glals <|^rkly , W where mr 
Sufi Services are allayed with the Jr^r 
mities af pur frail Hature^ a g^ed Hem 
eften thinks no flexure comparable /« 
that of Glorifying God; what an unconm", 
vahle Happinefs mufi; it he in the next 
l^ife , where all the Excellencies of the 
Divine Being flf all le flearly difc^eredf 
and where Love is pnre without the kafi 
mixtwre^ a»d inflmd to its utmofi Ca^ 
pacity J to find that he ftill glorifies him 
whom h^ Ltrves^ and continues to^ make 
hint yet lorued hy otlfers ? And this hk 
aharitahl^ femper appeared not, ^^ in 
his j^SlionSj iut alfo in his Difcourfe^ which 
Vfas govern d ly favonrahle Inter pretati-^ 
ens pf what others either did or /aid; 
and where thk^s ipere apprehended hy 
hm^ fp apparently picked an4 unrighteous 
that tkey P^sd^- W admit of his Candor^ 
there he fkeifi{d his charity in judging J&r 
vo^raily af thoje^ Difppfitions. ^ mini 
j^ermith they wer^Jme^ afirihing them^ 
^ he eojdd lay hold of any Comr and 
fretencoy t4f th^ woft^ excufd^ Princir 

ff^ excelled in aU the fiffering Ver^ 
tnes which are the peculiar Beauties of 
ChriM«9fty% Md which the wife anm 

good 
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gfiiJ Pr^wJtme ff GeJ^ calk J 4ifw him 
tjokxfrcift; 41 Ptttience, Meekoeis, Truft 
in Qod, dependanc6 upon htm for Sac* 
cour, Sdf-denitl , dieafuliy taking up 
the Croft, forgiving Injuries, and doing 
good to thole that defpitehilly nfed 
tiim ; andhaJ he almaies lived in m cMm 
v^ e^iild net have farmed fo iujl m Idea 
ef his twrth ; fer we nmft ie in^fufftrutg 
fiate^ and ex^fed to the tecif^t "^neany 
lenJ great ajfli&iems, iefore tpe tanie rf^ 
fured hew patiently ami content ediy^ hm 
cheerfnify and courag^njy 4»c <an emder^ 
them ; and agreeable to this ^tis remnw^ 
atle that Vhxjote finifh his Ooar^er ef a 
Righteous man^ wakes him fafs firoagh g 
fcene ef Jufferings to jpfiifie thefnineifie 
of his wertae ; Meeting paint ef fids part 
life well rectrnifencednathefvirla^gjoys. 

fjis conduct in the mtrk of the Jtfini^ry 
fufficiently evidencd to :the worlds hem 
trniy he anfaered that imjpartant demand 
in Ordination*^ Wtether he fer filled he 
was inwardly meved by i^e Hc^y Gbolt 
to take upon ^bim that OBioe and Mm*, 
iftration? 

The eonftant apflicatien of his time and 
fains to the difi^rge ef his i^iloral Pu^ 
ties^ ; the great i$egie^ he always fiemed 
in folliciting Preferments^ and his readi^ 
nets and <mpfnlncfs in fitting mth that 
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Station he was placed in^ mhen ke afpre^ 
hended the keeping of it inconfiflent with 
the peace of hu mindy is a clear proof that 
the only dejign he aimed at hy engaging in 
the Sacred Furidlion, was the Service of 
his Blejfed Mafier^ and the Salvation of 
the Souls of Men; and that he efpoufedhis 
Profeffidn as a happy Inftrument of doing 
good^ rather than of heing rich and great. 
The lafi fcene of his Life^ his Sicknefs 
and Death fiiS maintained the charailer 
of firiH Piety and Chriftian Devotion • 
and when l^aU teUthe Reader that his 
admirabh Book of Death made Comfoi> 
table, the la ft effort of his Charity for the 
falvation of his Brethren^ was thefuijeS^ 
matter of his own prailicey and the con^ 
ftant epcercife of his devout mind under 
that tedious and lingering ficknefs^ which 
put a period to his days; he. may lefatif 
pedy that he iJied the death of the Righte- 
ous, and that his latter end was like his. 
Tis true^ Good men alwaies die weJH > 
hecaufe qualified for that happy ft ate upon 
which they enter ; though thf circumflan^ 
ces of their death he never fo fudde% and 
though the nature of their Difedfe deprives 
us of their edifying examplt, in the exer* 
cife of death-led vertues ; yet when God 
gives timCy and the advantage of an uf^, 
dijiurh'd mdcrfianding^^thepiom fotdk 
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carrfuB U wake ufe rffucb Bkffings^ for 
tbefecuring a happy Eternity. 

In order to this purpofe cur dying 
Saint, whoft lamp was never without oil^ 
thought his ficinefs a proper feafon to trim 
ity and to provide for the Eridegroovds 
coming ; he prudently fettled all his tem^ 
poral affairs^ and after his large Legacy 
for charitable ufes^ he acknomed£d the 
kindnefs of his particular Friends eyfome 
grate fuS Remembrance^ and rewarded the 
fervices of his Inferiors by decent Gratu- 
ities. As to. the concerns of his Soul^ he 
carefully refleHed upon all the Anions of 
his pofi Ufe ; diligently examined his 
Writit^s^ whether they €t^orded any mat^ 
tcrjor Repentance^ X^ praHice highly «- 
xejfary to be imitated^ by thofe who have 
been inzagedin Controverfie^he heartily be^ 
wailed aO his Mif car riages^and made thofe 
folemn prdfeffions of his Faithj which the 
Church requires J and which have a great 
Tendency to Jiret^then and confirm thofe 
that furvive: he freely forgave all the 
worlds and was ready and willing to make 
Compenfation for any wrong that could 
be charged upon him • he dayly joyned in 
the publick Prayers of the Churchy and 
frequently rece'rved the Blejled Sacra^ 
mentj once as the Viaticum of a dying 
Cbrifiian, with the benefit of Abfoktipn 
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frM^ MtKfMem Bifi90p&f MrCburcb^ 
the remnant tf l>h firengtb he monoid f$r 
the exercife ef hh private devethns^ up* 
ettvtkkltaccemit be ektnfed bimfelf frem 
reeeivhg thefrefmnt viSts that would 
Bave mm made him iy many ofhi$ ac-^ 
foaiittance: he hre his languifting cendi^ 
tion mthettt the le^ fiadmio ef difcen- 
tent^ and ihengb his mind was eagerly bent 
wfon tie^rven^ he never hetrayel the kafi 
mefire fer the removal ef bis pahtSj tiS 
Ged's appointed time pould some^ and 
was miffing to bear yet longer thofe pfef- 
fates tmder which he lof^ if God thought 
// to continue tAemy evetf though they de^ 
layed that happinefs he fo earnefily deft" 
red^ and fo comfortahlj expeSed^ which 
anfwers S. Ai^oftid's chara^er ^ a good 
Chriftian^ Qyi patiwitcr vivit, & dclcc- 
tabikter m&ricur. 

I9o words can fumijh m with a clearer 
Idea of his tr(^ Chrifiian firmnefs of 
mind^ than thofe which fellf^m his tfwn 
mouth upon the immediate approach of 
deaths when he expreffitd himfelf in this 
manner: I am entring upon my lad la- 
boor, the Lord gave and he \s nour ta- 
king away, bleued be the Name of the 
Lord J for I thank my God I am going 
withc^ any diftrufty without the lead 
mifgiving, to a pkce of reft and joy and 

evcr-^ 
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isvctk^ii% bliCi ; there is no life like to 
t hiEipt>y dead). I have endeavoured 
evto 40111 fny youth, to approve my 
lelf a faithful! lervant to niy Great Ma'* 
iler: I hatre ts&en fame pains in Wiifcii^ 
feveral Books; I have ferioufly codfide- 
red chem, and am iiiUy fetisfied (Utk*- 
i»^ on tbofe aioitt him) thai you may 
find in them the Mray to Heaven; m$ 
Ghrtflian duties contained therein have 
been my pradice as well as Audy, and 
now I find the advantage of it , and 
thelrefore be carefull to read them often 
and fetioaflf and live fiiitably thereunto, 
that when you come to the condition I 
am now in, yon may die with comfort 
as yqu fee me do: I have ibme little 
patia indeed, but my pain is nothing lb 
extraordinary as my hopes; for I have 
earneftly repented of all my "fins, and 
verify believe) that through the tender 
itiercies of nly God, and merits of my 
Bleffed Saviour Je/us Chrifi, I fiiall be 
carried up, into Ahrabanis bofbme. Af' 
ter which he ntaJe this fhoft Frayer. 
I wait , O God , for that everlafting 
reft which t want at preient, but ihall 
not ioiig ; I am ready when thou my 
God calls for me, yet can flay with pa- 
tience till thou pleafeft, for thy time is 
the. befl time, and thy pleafure the befl 

pleafure. 
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pkftfore. Bu^bitrcar^kB mi wife pr9vi^ 
fioH bad he made for his laji bours^ as to 
ie ahle to look death in tbeface^ not only 
mthout amazement^ hut even with a great 
degree of joy and confolatsen. 

Infhort^ he was Learned without Pride ; 
Wife and Judicious without Cunning ; he 
ferved at the Altar without either Cove^ 
toufnefs or Amhition; he was Devout 
without Affe^ation^ fincerely Religious 
without Morof^nefsy Courteous and Affable 
without Flattery or mean Compliances i 
Jufi without Rigour^ Charitable without 
Fanity^ and heartily zealous for the Inte* 
refi of Religion without FaBian. May we 
thatfurvive imitate the pattern of his 
piety ^ that we may attain that hapfinefs 
which he now pojjfejffes as the reward of it^ 
and in confort with him and aUthofe hlef 
fed Souls who have departed this life in 
the faith and fear of God^fing AUelujabs 
to the King of Saints, falvation and glo- 
ry, honour and power to him {that (it* 
teth on the throne , God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoft. 
Atnen. 
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DISCOURSE I 

Stating the Notion of the Chri- 
flian Salvation^ and (hewing it 
chiefly to confift in a deliverance 
frdm bur Sins. 
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On Matt. 1.21. Thou p?alt call hts 
N,ame Jefus : For he [hall Jaye his 
People from their fins. 

SIN C E all men, who make any 
Pretence to Sobriety and Religi- 
on, profefs themfelves moft ear- 
: neftly defirous of Salvation ; and 
the great Errand of our bleii^d Lord itf- 
te the world was to purchafe it, and 
make a tender of it to them f it may 
well feem flrange to as, as once it did 
to the Apoftles, that yet for all this, 
there are iut few who jhatt le faved. For 
the far greater number of the Chri- 
ftian world, are impenitently wicked'; 

B they 
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they live all their days in a courfe of Sin» 
and die without amendment ; and fuch 
men the Scripture ailures us, in the lad 
Judgment will not be forgiven : fo, that 
notwithftandingall the noife that is made 
about Salvation^ the greateft part have 
very little, or no (hare in it; it is but fel- 
dom found, tho^ it be often talked of, 
and the generaUty of men (eem to be as 
far from it, as if the Gofpel had never 
come abroad to bring them to it 

Now one chief Reafon, why (b many 
men do at la(l mils of Salvation, after 
they have put forth fuch eager defires, 
and (pent (iich zealous Pains upon it ^ 
is becau(e they miftake its Nature, and 
under (land not truly wherein it doth 
confift. They take it to be (bmething 
el(e than what it is, and fo are apt u(u- 
ally to hope well of it, and, to think 
they have attained to it, when as, alas ! 
they are yet in a loft (late , and at a 
very great diftance from it ; for altho' 
that Salvation which Chrift dearly pur- 
chafed, and which the Gofpel comes to 
promote in us, be a Salvation from fin, 
as we (hall (ee prefently ; yet that which 
men ordinarily talk ott^ and exped: by. 
him. is nothing leis. They think to be 
pardon^ without Ol^edience, and to be 
> ' fkvcd 
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a Deliverance from Sin. j ^ * 

Oived from Pqniftment, whilft they per- 

fevere in the Pra(Stice of theif Sins. For ^ 

if we come to the iho(1 profligate Sin« m 

ner^ altho' it be upon his Dea.th-bed, 

when he is going out of the world with 

all his fins, and unmortified Lufts about 

him ; yet even he, who is thus lofl: in 

fm, will dill talk of his Saviour Chrift, 

and hopes to be faved by him notwith- 

flanding. . 

To prevent or redreft fuch dangerous 
miftakes in amatter of fo high moment, 
I intend in difcourfing upon the(e words, 

Firjiy To reprefent to you what that 
Salvation is, which Chrift has purchaled 
for u?- And^ 

Secondly^ To nqte fome particular 
Ufes and Improvements of it. 

FirX I fliaW reprefent to you what 
that Salvation is, which Chrift has pur- 
chased for us. 

To fave^ is, to deliver from evil and 
danger ; and may be extended to as ma- 
ny evils, as men may be delivered from. 
Thus every where inP^i^/s Pf|ilms,*pf^l^^ 
the Deliverance of the righteous put of j7- Aa 
affliftions^ and troubles , is calfed ^his^K^'j. 
Salvation \ and Gideon isfaid to have fa- j, 

B z vid \ 
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7)eil Ifraei when he re/cue J them out of 

the hands of the Midianites J Jud.6.i4. 

>^ ' Now as for thofe evils which Chrift 

, came to favc tis from, in_our Delivc- 

V ranee from which confifts our Chriftian 

J Salvation, they arc not the temporal evils 

and affliftions of this Life. tJis King- 
I dom was not of this world ; nor is his Pro- 

tection always from the evils of it • he 
himfelf was . a man of fcrrowsj and his 
Church muft expeiS: to be like him, and 
to live under Perfecutions. But they 



s 



are, 



Firfiy Our fins ; and confequent up- 
on them, 

Secondly , Thefe • eternal Tunlfhments^ 
which are due unto us for them. Upon 
thefe accounts it is, that he is Chrift the 
^Saviour ; he fhaU he caOedJefus^ or a Sa- 
viour (aith the Angel , lecaufe he fball 
fave his people from their fins. 

As for the latter of thefe, viz. the De- 
liverance from eternal Death, and Hell- 
torments, which ^re the Punifliment 
: that is due unto our Sins ; this Chrift 
has undoubtedly purchafed for all thofe 
that are his. there remains' no Condem- 
nation to them that are in Chrift Jejus ; 

faith 
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faith the Apoftle, Rom. 8. i. hvit they 
are pajfed over from death unto life^ Joh. 
5* 14. God who ihould in anger exadl: 
thofe Punilhmerits, \s reconciled to them 
iythe death ofhisSon^ Rom. j. lo. fo 
that now they are no longer under his 
feverity as an ofiended Lord, but can 
look upon him as their Protector, and 
Patron, having received the Spirit of A* 
doption^ whereby they can caff him Abla^ 
i. e. Father^ Rom. 8.. 15. 

'And as for this Deliverance, from the 
worm of Confcience, and Pangs of Soiil, 
from the eternal. Pains of Hell, and the 
Horrors of Darknels , we are generally 
apt %o think it a Deliverance indeed , 
and fuch as we have all great need of ; 
for who is willing to live with ever* 
lading burnings ? Who would be con- 
tent to roar in never ending Tortures ? 
There is no man who believes there is 
fuch a place as Hell , but whenfoever he 
fcrioufly confiders of it, moft 'earneftly 
defireis to be fecured from it j and there« 
fore aqiong all thofe, who are not A- 
theiftical or defperately loofe and in- 
confiderate, we fee there are few or none, 
who will ^ot make fome profeflion and 
perform fome outward and eafie At3:s of 
Religion, that thereby they may quiet 

B 3 their 
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their own Confciences^ with fbmc con- 
fidence, altho' never lb groundte(s, of 
>l their (hare in this Salvation. But then, 

1^ Secondly^ As for thofe other evils which 

Chrift came to (ave us from, viz. Our 
\ fins I men are not ordinarily fo fully 
periwaded of their illnefs , nor think 
they have any great need to be faved 
from them. For their fins they dearly 
' love and take delight in j and therefore 
they do not took upon it as a Salvation, 
but as a fpoil, to have them taken 
from them. And yet it \i motl certain, 
that this was the great Salvation which 
Chrift defjgned us, and which he be- 
came man to procure for us ; he jbalt 
le caSeJ f ejus J (zith the Angd, hcaufi 
he fbaOfave his People from their fins. 

Our greateft Evils are our fins, and 
Chrift's faving is his reforming, and re- 
' ducingthe hearts of the finful and, difobe- 
dient to the Obedience of thejuft: He faves 
when he makes the bold, irreligious man 
^wful, and the proud man humble; when 
he poflefTeth the hearts of the peevifh 
' and contentious, of the envious and re- 
vengeful, with Meeknefs and Patience^ 
Charity and Peace. He delivers the co- 
vetous man from his unfatiable love of 
riches, the carnal mind from it^ intern? 

perat^ 
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perate defire of (enfual Pleafiires* In one 
word he faves us from our owtiSelfrwilL 
and makes us to become entirely re- 
iigo'd to the will of God. 

This reformation of our hearts and 
lives, by refcuing us from all fmful Lulls 
and wicked Praaices was the great De* 
liverance which Chrift wasfent toe(Fe<% 
for us, as might be evidenced from the 
hkffing promijej to Ahraham; which as 
St. Petfr expounds it, did principally in- . 
tend it J AiS. 3* 2,5*, i6. from the Pre- 
di&ions of Ihrophets concerning the 
Meffiah, which clearly foretold it, Efcek. 
II. i%zo.Ifa.6z.%s^ fer.^z. jf, from 
the Covenant promifed to be made with 
the houje efJfrael tnthqfe Jays; whereof 
Jeremiah ipeaks, wliich in plain terms ex-* 
prefles it ; Jer. 31.33. from the, Decla<* 
rations of Chrift and his Apoftles, who 
every where proclaim, that the end of 
his coming was to call Sinner i to refen^ 
tancey Mat. 9.13. To turn men from dark* • 
nefs to li^t^ A(9:.x6. tV.to redeem us from 
all iniquity^ and pur if e unto himfelfa pecu* 
liar people zealous of good works ^ Tit.x. 1 4. 
and that his Gofpel appears hinging Sal- 
vation in teaching usy that denying aB un^ 
gpdlinefs and worldly Lufts^ we fhould live 

erly^ gw/Z^, and right eoujly in this pre^ 
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fent voorlJ^ Tit. %. i r, 12. All thefe are lb 
many diredl Arguments, and clear Proofs 

/of Chrift*s defign to fave men, by ma- 
king them better, and that his Delive- 
rance was to confift chiefly in their Re- 
formation, and in reicuing them from 
the Bondage of their fins. 

But in regard theGofpel of Chrift is 
the great mean? of working this Delive- 
' ranee, and the power of God as St^ Paul 
calls it, to Salvation J I ihall rather chufe 
at prefent to infift more particularly up- 
on fuch parts of it, as are peculiarly fit- 
ted for this defign, which will be the 
l)efl: way of demonftrating this Db<9:rine. 
And thofe are chiefly Three ; the Pre- 
cepts, the Promifcs , j:he Thresitnings, 
wnich are declared to us therein. 

Firft^ I fhall confider the Precepts of 
theGofpel; and that the great Salvation 
which thefe are defigned to promote a- 
mong us is this Deliverance from our 
fins, is plain from jhence, becaufe they 
.do moft fully, and indifpenfibly ex- 
ad: it. Never did , any Laws of for- 
mer Legiflators, extend the compaft of 
Vertue fo wide, and advance it to fuch 
a pitch, as the Laws of Chrift do j they 
require a more full Obedience, and a 

' • , more 
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more perfeA reformation^than before that 
jime the world haidever heard of ; they 
teach Vertue in the higheft d^rees, and 
require Obedience in all imaginable ki- 
fiances ; reprefentixig plainly the Nature 
of feveral fins, and difcoveririg clearly 
an irregularity, and Sinfulnefs in ieve* 
ral Anions, which the Gentiles^ nay e- 
ven the jf^ms themlelves never dreamed 
of. 

I. They reprefent the Nature of fe- 
veral iins, and difcover an iri;egularity in 
feveral Ad:ions, which by the bare Light, 
and Law of Nature the Gentiles neyer 
(aw : they difcertfd no evil in wor(hip- 
ping of Images , and inferiour Deities, , 
in idolatrous Rites, and fuperftitiousOb* 
fervances ; they tmew no fin in hating 
of an Enemy, in curfing and reproach- 
ing of him, in returning his Affronts, 
and revenguig his Injuries ; Uncleannefs n 
and Lafcivioufhefs , Fornication and 
' Whoredoms were held generally among 
them to be as lawful as their Meats and 
Drinks j in thefe Adioos as in feveral 
others , they had no fehfe of fin, nor 
any fears of punilhnient • thefe things 
■ as the Pfalmift lays, God afterwards 
fhewd to Jacob and declared to Ifraely hut 
as for the heathen Nations^ they have not 

known 
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inofQH them^ Pfalm 147. 19, xo. but M 
for the Sinfoloefs of all thefe thing;;, an<$ 
the dreadful Sentence which fhall bede- 
flounced upon all, who continue in the(e 
Pnwfticcs, the Law of Chrift is cxprcfi 
^nd percraiptory. He that looks upon a 
woman ^ faith our Saviour ^^t^ kft after 
ber^ hath committed adultery with her al- 
ready in his hearty Matt, y . 2 8, The works 
ef the'fiejh, faith St. ?aul, are manifefty 
Adultery^ Fornication^ Z/ncleannefSy Lafi 
civioujhefs ; of the which IteSjou, that 
they who dojuch things ^ fhaff^ not inherit 
the Kingdom of God^ Gal. j. rp^ Xi* He 
who hates his Brother^ faith St. ^hn^ by 
the Sentence of our Law, is a Murderer^ 
I Joh. 3 . 1 f . and he who is aptgry with J^im 
without a caufe ; e^cialty, if he fbfier 
his anger to tranfportJiini into reproacfir 
ful words , and contumefiptjs Expririfi- 
ons, fuch as Fool^ and Rachay or en?pty 
Fellow, He is liahte^ fays our Saviour, 
to HeB firey Matt. 5. xl. Render to\no^ 
man evil for evil^ fays our Religion, tut 
love your enemies j lUfs them that curfe 
you I do good to them that hate you ; and 
pray for them^ that defpitefuOy ufe you^ 
that Jo you mayle perfeRy and the true 
Children of your father which is in Hea* 
veuy who is kind even to the unthankful^ 

and 
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W the evil^ Matt ;. 44, 4jr,48. and 
as for thegaidance and dircdion of all 
religious Worfhip, we are fortnd to give 
that to any Creature wh&tfocver, whe- 
ther Saint or Angpl; thoufhak worfhip 
the Lord thy GoJy anJ him only /halt thou 
fervCj Matt.^. 10. 

As for all diofe Sins then, whidi the 
Law of Nature did not difcoTe^ at all, 
or but very darkly, to the Heathens of 
old ; they are almoft plainly difcx)vered 
to us Chriftians by the Law of Chrift ; 
we are Ihew'd Sin more plainly, and 
tau^t it more fully, becaufe we muft 
be reformed from it, more perfeftly than 
ever they were. 

z. The I^aws of Chrift difcovcr an 
Irregularity , and Sinfiilnefs in feveral 
Anions, which the Jems difcerrfd not 
under the Lmi> ofMofes ;altho' they had a. 
more perfeft way to walk by, than the 
Heathens had, yet even their Obedience 
fell much fiiort of that pitch which ours 
ffluft attain to ; for in (everal things, 
as the marrying of many Wives ^ the put^ 
ting away their Wives for every caufe^ the 
praying againfi their EnemieSy and reta- 
liating of their Injuries ; the Law it felf 
was indulgent to them, by reafbn of the 
hardaefs of their hosrts^ And as for o- 
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ther things. who(e Slnfulnefs the Law 
did really difcx)ver to them ; they were 
dill kept in a general Ignorance of them, 
thro' the corrupt Qloites, and perverfe 
Interpretations ' of their TVife Men. Of 
thele our Sjiviour has given us feveral 
Inttaqces ; for as for the main, and moa 
fubflantiai Duties of the Law ; fuch as 
fufiice^X/Uercyj and the^ like j they had 
made tnem needlefs, Jby an Opinion of 
the fulBciency, either of their Sacrifices^ 
for which the Prophets are often reprov- 
ing them, or of feme cheap exterior 
Performances, ff^ce unto you Scribes and 
Pharifeesy fays our Saviour, for they pc^ 
tythe of Mint J Anije und Cummin ; • hut i- 
mit the weightier Matters (^ the LaWy ds 
judgment y Mercy and Faith; whereas il^e/d 
things chiefly y ye ought, to have donff^ and 
not to have left the^tber wid^ne^M^tt^zi. 
2.3. They had taken off all Duty /o Pa- 
rents required in die iv/^/p Command- 
ment, by an unrighteous Vow, or. Oath 
called Corbanj oi ih^iY o\yn devifing. Ttf 
Jay^ fays our Saviour, in oppofitlon to 
/ / what God has faid in the /v/?^ Com- 
mandment; That if amanfba^fayto his 
Father or Mother ^ it is Cor ban, i. e. a gift 
ly vohatfoever thou mightefi he profited hy 
' me J he fhall he free. And ye fuffer him 

no 
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jta more to Jo any tbfng for bis Father ot 
Mother^MzTk 7.1 1,1 i.Thcy had evacua- 
ted the Obligation, arid cancelled in great 
part the reverence that is due t6 Oaths; 
by their corrupt Qifiiiftry about them : 
Woe to you Scriles and Pharifees^ (ayi 
Chrift, which fay ^ whofoever fhaSfwear 
By the Temple^ it is nothing ; or whofoever * 
Jhallfvoear hy the Altar ^ it is nothing ; hut 
whofoever fhaUfwear hy the Gold of theTent^ 
plexor the gift upon the Altar ^ he is bound 
by his Oath to become a Dehtor^ztt.%%. 
1 6,1 8 .They had undermined all Obligati- 
ons of Confcience to Obedtepce towards 
the Kow^»Governours,becau{ethey were 
Foreigners and Heathens, and by a proud 
conceit of their own Vrttdom^ and Pri- 
vileges, as they were Ahraham\ Chil- 
dren. For upon this account, it was they 
came to Chrift, with that captious Quc- 
ftion, Maftery what thinkefi thoUy is it 
lawful to give trihute unto Cafar or not ? 
hoping by his An(wer to have matter to 
accufe him, either of Difloyalty to Ca- 
far if he denied, or of betraying the Free- 
doms, and Privileges of the Jewijh Na- 
tion if he affirm'd it, Matt. ^3. i f,! 6,i 7. 
Thus defedive was the &nfe of Du- 
ty , which even the fem thcmfclvcs 
were generally guided by under Mofes^ 
' ' . Law. 
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Lm. But when Qirift came he lup- 
ply'd all thefe Defeds , and made up 
every thing which before was wanting* 
/ am not come io deftroy the L(m^ or the 
frophets^ (aith he, but ir?^^sru to fill 
up, or to fu^ll them^ Matt.^^ij. He (et 
down all tho(e things which Mojes had 
omitted , and reftored all thofe Laws to 
their true kneaning, which the fharifees 
had corrupted : he drew up a moft com- 
pleat Body of all manner of Virtues,fuch 
as neither the Gentile^ nor the "^ev^ifb 
world had ever leen before ; and theie he 
enjoyns for the indifpenfible Duties of 
his Kingdom. For except your righte* 
oufiufs fbaO exceed the righteoufnefs of the 
Scribes and fharifees^ faith he, you Jhall 
in no cafe enter into the Kingdom of Hear 
ven^ Nfott 5*. xo. 

As for the Laws and Precepts of the 
Gofpel then, 'tis plain, that the Salva- 
tion which they are fo rarely fitted to 
effed: in us, is the Reformation of our 
Live^ and a Deliverance from our Sins. 
Their end is plainly to oblige us to the 
higheft Virtue, and the moft exalted Pie- 
ty, to make us better men, and more 
perfeA Livers^ than ever the world had 
teen before^ They require the n^oft 
complect Amendment and Reformation 

of 
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of our LiveSy and therefore are a moft 
powerful means in eii^ing cmr Sdv^ 
tiotu I con^ now, 

Secondly^ To confider the Promif^ of 
the Gofpel^ and^ the Ddi\ierance which 
they aim at, is the very iirnie Refor« 
mation of our Lives^ which is defign'd 
by all thofe Precepts, which they are 
annexed to. They are made to us for 
no other end ; but to quicken our Ofxs 
dience, and encourage k : They are ufed 
a$ means to excite our Endeavours, and 
make us diligent in the purfuit of that 
Reformation aiKJ AmendnKnt, which are 
the very thing that they are ipade to. 
For all the Prbmifes of Pardon and Hap- 
pinefi in the GoG^i run upon conditiofi 
of our repentance. Except ye repent^ 
fiys our Saviour,jfwy^<i//iy/^er(/^, Luk. 
13. 3. and when he fends out hi^ Apo- 
ftles to proclaim remiflion of Sins, and 
other benefits purchafed by his Death 
to all the world, he makes this the terms 
whereon they are to be tendred ; frnch 
repentance andremiffim of fins ^ fays lie, 
in my name to all Nathns^ hginnitig at 
Jer^alim^ Luk. X4. 47., Chrift never 
died to procure men a Liberty to fin, and 
to purchale Benefits and Rewards for evii 

doers ; • 
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doers ; no his great defign was to. de- 
ftroy Sin, and to draw men on to Obe- 
dience and Repentance, by the gracious 
0£fers of pardon and acceptance. So that 
as for ail the Promifes of theGofpel, the 
Salvation whi<;;|ithey encourage,is plain- 
ly this Deliverance from our fins, that be-^ 
ing the very thing which all the good 
things of the Gofpel ^re promiied to. 

Nay I add further, if God had not 
told us, that all the Promifes of the next 
Life run upon condition of Mens repen- 
tance, and Rdbrrtidtion here in this ; yet 
the very Nature of the things them- 
felves, would fufficiently fuggeft it to us. 
For the Happinefs of the next Life can^ 
not be enjoyed by wicked men ; thptc 
is an impoflibility in the thing ; eternal 
Happinefs, and an unholy Soul, are 
things inconfiflent ; fb that till men have 
mortified their wicked LuAs, ind are de- 
livered firoifi their fins, they are not ca- 
pable to partake of it j tor the great 
Happinefs of the beatifick Vifion, Sx.fohn 
tells' us, is to change us into Gods I- 
mage, and to transform tjs into his lifee- 
nefs J When he appears^ faith he, n;^ p?all 
le like him • hecaufe we JkaUfee him as 
he is J I Joh, ;. 2. Now this Image of God! 
as St. Paul tells us, oonfifls in righteoufi 
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riefs and true hoUneji^ Ephef. 4. 24. Ccxl 

has made our Duty to be only a 

tranfcript of his own jpierfed:ions • he 1 

jtquires no more of us thaii to be fuch as 

he is hirhfelf, that we may be meet to • 

live with him^ atid take delight in him ^ 

for ever arid ever. If then we would 

hope td enjoy God, in being like hirti in 

the next worlcj, we muft ftudy to be ver- ^ 

tuotis here in this; we Hfive no ffiare of 

hiji iikenefs as long as we wallow in fih 

and wickednefs ; arid fo fai* as we are 

linUke, we ar^ iiricapable , if he fhbuldf 

be (iippofed to give way to it never (o 

much ) of partaking in that Happinefs, 

Which cohfifts ih our Iikenefs^ &nd rfe- 

iemblahce to hitri. 

Thi^ Happincft of the beitifick Vifi- 
6ti then, which corififts in i near refem* 
blance to God himfelf , a wicked man 
cannot receive, fince ill mariner of wick- 
^nef^ renders iis mod Utterly unlike tof 
him, arid as fdr stny other Happinels, 
whith we may promife our (elves to find 
there : men of fmfttl Lives and Iriclina- 
tions aire as utterly uncapabte of that too. ' 
For fo long as their Nature are corrupt, 
ahd finfufl Lufts arid Difpdfitions reigd 
in them , they can take no delight in the 
other world, nor woiild Heavev it felf^ 

e if 
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if they were admitted into it\^^be a place 
of Pleafure to them. Thus for inftance, 
if a man is wholly given up to Luft ahd 
Intemperance ; if his greatdt Pleafure be 
in Revellings and Drunketiaels, in Luxu- 
ry and Wantonhdsy in Licentioufnefs, 
Mirth and Riotous^ EnteruifuneatS) he 
would as foon t^ condemned to Abfti* 
nence and Failing and other Religious 
Severities, and Self-Henialshere on earth, 
as to undergo the very fame in Heaven. 
For there he mud needs ftarve his eager 
defire, and languiih in the pain of an 
unfatisfied Appetite, the place it lelf af- 
fording no fuch things, as would content^ 
them : In the Refurre^ion from the dead^ 
fays our Saviour, they neither Marry^ 
mr are given in Marriage : That is a Fools 
wi(h, and z Mahometans Paradife j they 
neither eat nor drink to fuftain them, . 
fmce they cannot die any more ; ieing in 
thefe refpecfts not like men on Earth, but 
equal to the Angels of God in Heaven, 
Luk. zo. 3 5^9 3 6. Again, if a man is tur- 
bulent and fadious, apt to (et Friends at 
odds, and to enflame Enmities; if his 
whole delight is to ftir up ftrife, and to 
engage Parties ; in Heaven he mud live 
alone, for he will find no Abettors, nor 
Encouragers, nor after aU ^is Labour 

procure 
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j>rocure (b much asone adherent in that 
thoik peaceable and quiet place. 

Again, if a man is ill natur'd and en* 
Vious^if he mourns becaufe others rejoyce, 
and grieves at the prclperity of his Neigh- 
bours ; to place him iti Heaven, where 
even the meaneft Souls^ whorti he moft 
contemned on Earth, are Crown d with 
immortal Happinefs, would be die readi- 
ed way both infinitely to heighten,and to 
perpauate his Torments. 

Jlgain, if a Man's heart is full of ha- 
tred and rtialice, if he delights in doing 
mifd^f, and is glad at his Soul when he 
can woi^k his fpite, and revenge an inju- 
ry ; . what IhouW he do in Heaven, where 
there ii nothing clfe but Mercy, For- 
giveheft and Love. There are none 
there, but who have loved, not only 
their Friends, but even their Enemies : 
they have fought the good of all the 
World, and have hazarded j yea, when 
it was needful,laid down their own Lives 
to confirm, or bring others to the truth 
ilnd mike them happy. This was the 
Gallantry of their Vertue then, and 
it is their immortal Honour arid Delight 
now ; they ft ill refledl upon it, and al- 
ways rejoyce in it ; ind then to make 
fuch a man as this a conftant Wixnels of 

C X that 
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that joy, is to confute and reproach, to 
' (hame and torment him for evermore. 
Again, if a man is proud and ambiti- 
ous, if he give himfelf up to afliime 
(late , and exped attendance ; if his 
higheft aim be to be above his Brethren, 
and to have them fubmit and pay a defe- 
rence,to bow and cringe to him ; what de- 
light (hould he take in Heaven, where he 
would find every Saint raifed to Honour^ 
whilft he (lands off at a didance, only 
as a Looker on ; for all the Saints in 
Heaven , yea, even the very meanefl; 
whom he accounted unworthy to come 
into his Prefence h^re on Earth, are 
Chrift's Brethren, and God's Heirs; they 
are (ct upon a Throne, and Crown*d with 
an un(peakable and immortal weight of 
Glory. And this all the Saints about 
them, whether higher or lower in Hap- 
pinefs and Honour, according as the de- 
grees of their Faith and Obedience in 
this World have been, are infinitely 
pleafed with.For whilll they were here on 
Earth, they were wont to ejleem others let- 
ter thanthemfeheSjVh^. x. 3. And to iooi 
every man notfo much upon his ownthtpi^^ 
as the things of other) , i Got. i o. X4. 
And this temper they carried to Heaven 
with them, where every one rejoyces 

with 
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with each other^ and counts his Brothers 
Happiiiefs his own : If this Man then 
were there, he would fee all thofe ex- 
alted, whom his Pride would make low; 
he would fee them honoured, whom he 
would have defpifed ; he would grieve 
and envy, fret and fume alone, and find 
them honour d, and himfelf unpitied, 
and contemn d to all Eternity. 

Laftly^ if a man is an Enemy of God, 
and an h^ter of Religion, if it has been 
his Pradicc to vilifie God's Saints, and 
to deride his Ordinances,to burlefque the 
Holy Scriptures , or to blafpheme the 
Deity • what content of heart think you 
could it be to him, to (ee there is a God 
of utmofl: Majefly and Excel Jeoce, migh- 
ty and itre{i&ihlt in power to ^ward his 
Saints, and as a flaming Fire to con- 
fume his Enemies ? To fee, that Hea- 
ven and Hell, which he boldly and fe- 
curely contemn'd as fabulous, are dread- 
ful Realities ? To fee what being Reli- 
gious comes to, which he derided ; and 
all good men fixt in height of Glory 
whom he had defpifed, and thence ex« 
peAthe miferable flate of thofe men, 
who tud fet themfelves as he had done, 
to laughrGod's Servants out of their Re- 
ligion ; or out-brave himfelf out of his 

C 3 Being? 
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Being ? Surely to fuch a Perfon, this 
fight of Heaven could be nothing left 
than the fir ft Horrors and Amazements, 
the beginning and foretafte of Hell. 

And thus it appears, that all the fins 
of Impiety towards God, of Pride, and 
Intemperance, of Envy, Hatfed, Un- 
charitablenefs , and Unpeaceablenefs , 
which take up in a manner, the whole 
Compafs of Trarifgreflions , are all fo 
, many direct Hindrances, and utter In- 
capacities to our enjoying any Happineis 
in Heaven ; they make us dead to all 
the Enjoyments, and wholly unfit for 
,^ the Company of that place j For what 
Eccl. 13. Communication hath God with wickednefs^ 
16,17, '3- t^hat feUowJhip, faith the Apoftle, hath 
|li* ri^teoufnefs with unrighteoufnefs ^ what 
Communion hath light with darknefs , 

iCor. d. 14. Nay the being in Heaven 
with all our fins unmortified about usi 
would not only deprive us of all the 
Happineft and Pleafure of that blefled 
place ; biit it Would alfo render it an un* 
cafie ftate, and make Heaven it felf be- 
come in part a Hell to us. ^ For it would 
fill us as I have fliown with ihame and 
difcontcnt, with remorfe of mind, and 
grife of heart, with eternal Torment and 
Vexation, 
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A$ for th& Reformation of our Lives 
and Natures,, and Deliverance from (in, 
here then, it is plainly requifite and in- 
diipenfibleiy nece&ry, to fit and capaci- 
tate lis for any Enjoyments of Happinefs 
in Heaven hereafter. And this the Scri- 
ptures plainly affirm concerning it 
St. PomI tells us, That the Fejfels of mer- 
cy^ mufl: thro' that method of Faith and 
Repentance which God has prefcribed, 
he prepared unto Glory y Rom. 9. 2 J* And v^ 
that God's delivering us from the power of 
darknefs hath made us meet to le partakers 
of the Inheritance of the Saints in light ^ 
Col. 1. 12, 13. And our Saviour faysex- 
prefly. That except we put off the old 
man which is corrupted by finful Lulls, 
and le horn again^ we cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of God^ Joh. 3. 3. 

This then is clear both from the De- 
clarations of the Scripture,.4md the evi- 
dence of the thing, that^a Life of Ver- 
tue is pl^tinly neceflary to our future 
Happinels; and that our being faved 
from fin in this World ; is indifpenfible- 
ly requifite to our Salvation in the next. 
The eternal Life of Heaven is a Life, as I 
have (hewn, that is after the likenefs and 
fimilitude of God s^; a Life of unfpotted 
Vertue, and compleat Goodneft, that im- 

C4 plies 
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{}\\ts an entire !pxemption, and fnoft al> 
olute Deliverance from all manner of lin. 
This Perfection ^ncl Compleatnefe of 
it we myfl: expecjt in Heaven, whereas 
St. Paul fays, Zhe Spirit f of ju^ men are 
made perfeSiy ^eb. i [i. 13. But asTor the 
Life it felf, we mufll eQter upon it, and 
begin it here. ThJ^t Life of Vertueand 
Reformation, which wc engage upon at 
our becoming Chriflians is that very Life 
which never pnds, but which is to gxow 
iip to full degrees, and to be eternal in the 
Heaveris. And therefore, the Scriptures a^ 
in refped: of the full Perffe(9:ion and Frui^ 
tion of it, which is to be had iq the next 
World, they are wont to (peak of it as 
a thing future j fb in^refped of that more 
imperfect: Enjoyment, which -we have 
of it in this World, they ufe fo^etime$ 
to fpeak of it a§ a thing poflcls'd here! 
He that helieves on me. faith our Savi^ 
our, hath eternal Lt^e^ Joh.6.47. And 
again, Whofo €ateth my jlefh and drinh 
ethmy Hood hath eternal life^ Verfe5'4. 
St. John bids them, That helieve on the 
name of the Son of God^ know that they 
have eternal life^ i Joh. j. 1 3. And that 
Grace or Goodnefs of Spirit, which our 
Saviour exprefled by water ^ Joh. 4. and 
which he bid the woman of Samaria toasfc 

of 
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pf him, Verfe 10. he tells her, Shailhe 
a Well of mater fpriffging ^p to eternal 
life^ Vene 14. 

A Life of Vernie and Obedience then, 
is not only a necef&ry Qyalification for 
.pur Salv$(tion, and eternal Life in Hea- 
ven; but in a degree it is that very Sal- 
vation and eternal Life it felf ; our De- 
liverance from our fins, is not only the 
way to Happinels, but in an imperfeA 
meafiireit is that very Happihefs, whofe 
perfe<Sion and compJeat D^rees we are 
bid to hope for in HeaveallieMifery that 
befell us all in Adam^ was our falling from 
Cod's image J wherein he and all his Holy 
Angels are infinitely Happy ; and that 
Happinefs and Salvation which i$ pro- 
miftd to us in Chrift, is our Rcftoration 
to it So that as for the Promifes of God, 
"'tis clear from them, that the great Sal* 
vation which they are defigned for is this 
Deliverance from our fins ; fince all o- 
ther promifed Blefiings are made to de- 
pend upon it, fince it is not podible they 
ihould be had without it; nay, fince 
this Deliverance is the chief promis'S 
Mercy, and eyen Happinefs, and eter- 
nal Life it felf J and as to the third pare 
of the Gofp^i^ Ipropofed to fpeak to 
i viz. \ -^^ '■' ' 

mrdly^ 
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Thirdly^ Tho(e Tbreatnittgs which are 
contain a thereia, tbe Salvation which 
they aim at, is evidently this Delive- 
rance from our Sins, which are thofe ve- 
ry things they are all denounced to. The 
Qofpel tho' it breari) out nothing but 
Grace arki Mercy to the Penitent, is yet 
the fevercft bifpenfation that ever was 
to all incorrigible Mfen. For therein God 
declares himfelf an utter Enemy to all 
that will not be reformed, and that he 
will inflid a moft terrible Punifhment , 
and exemplary Vengeance on them j the 
Author of Grace and Mercy, Chrift him- 
felf hath fpoken it, That except we re-^ 
pent vce JhaU gff perifh^ Luk. i V 3- And 
St. Paul tells us plainly, That at the laft 
Day, God wiO render to all that obey not 
the truths hut obey unrighteoufnefs^ tndi^ 
Tfation and vorath^ tribulation andanguijhy 
and th^t uppn every Jo^l of wan, whether 
he be Jew or Gentile^ Rom. i. 6, 8,9, lo. 
Our fms then are plainly thofe Evils, 
which the Threatnings of the Gofpel 
would fright us from j arid our Delive- 
rance from them is that Salvation which 
they would enforce upon us. Their end 
' is evidently to make us leave all evil 
ways, for fear leafl: they fhould be in- 
flicted on us for our perfeverance in 
them. As 
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As for that Salvation then, which 
Chrift came to purchafe for us, from 
what I have deliver'd it appears , I fup^ 
pofe, moft evidently what it is. The . 
Declarations of the Prophets, of Chrift 
and his Apoflles, the prime end of the 
Precepts, the Promifes, and the Threat- 
nings of the Golpel, the Nature of God, 
of Heaven and Happinefe ; in a word, the 
Defign of otir whole Religion, and 
Chriftianity, make it clear to us, that it 
is our Reformation ; or^ as the Angel 
exprefled it, pur Deliverance from our 
fins. He /ball h called Jefus^ hecaufe he 
fhallfarve his people from their fins. ~ 

And thus having reprefented what 
that Salvation is, which Chrift came to 
purchafe for usjand ihewn, I think clear- 
ly, that the great Deliverance defign'd 
us by him, and promoted by bis Golpel, 
is out Reformation, and a Freedom from 
our Sins. I proceed now. 

Secondly yTo note fome Ufes, and par- 
ticular Improvements of this Difcourfe. 

I. Then from' what has been difcour- 
fed upon the Nature of the Chrift tan 
Salvation we may plainly underftand, 
what JFtf/f^, what RepentanceyWhuGrace^ 
^^ • - what 
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wh^t Treacbingy what Ordinances are (ar 
ving. For if Salvation mainly conHfts 
in bur Deliverance from our Sins, as we 
have evidently (een it doth.; then that 
is a faving Faith which makes us obedi- 
. entj and that a (aving Repentance whicfi 
works our Amendmentjand that is faving 
Grace, which enables us to a pious Pra- 
ctice ; and thit is faving Preaching^which 
is fitted, not to fill us with vain Delights, 
or learned Niceties, or abftradt Specula- 
tions, or myftcrious Notions, but to a- 
waken our Confciences, and reform our 
Lives ; and thofe are faving Ordinances, 
which are powerful and proper means 
of our Converfion, and vertuous Per- 
formances. This is to be the end of all 
the helps of Religion, and this the Ex- 
cellency of all the means of Grace, that 
they tend ftrongly to make us leave our 
fins, and refcue us from Difobedience. 
Our Salvation is a Deliverance from our 
fins, and then any thing is faving when 
it delivers and frees ps from them. 

X. A (econdUfe which I (hall note of 
this Difcourfe, is for the Tryd of our 
State; to know whether we are indeed 
of the number of theiaved or no; for 
if Salvation confifts in our Deliverance 
from our fins, then they are not faved 

but 
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but loft men, who ftill five in them, and 
^e enflaved to them. Is any man thea 
a contemner, or prophaner of God , of 
his dreadful Natlie, or of his holy word? 
Doth he fpend his time in Luxury and 
Wantonneft , Pride and Covetoufnels ? 
are his hands full of violence > or is he a 
firanger to the ways of Peace ? In 6ne^ 
if he doth not make it his bufmefs and 
care, to fear God and keep his Com- 
mandrnents/ to be humble , chafte and 
temperate; to do all men Juftice, and to 
fpeak the Truth, and love all, even his 
Enemies, and employ himfelf in all the 
inftances of Duty, which mud; at the lad 
and great Day be the matter of his Ac*^ 
count, he has either no fhare at all, or 
fiot enough, in Chrift's Salvation.- The 
chiefeft Grace which they enjoy, is the 
Grace of forbearance. God doth not 
fnatch (bme of theni away in their de« 
plorable, nor others in their infecure 
Condition, but allows them time and 
opportunities of Reformation ; and the 
only advice which I can give them, is to 
renounce their evil Courfes, and to live 
as new men ; and then they may com- 
fortably conclude • that they are in a 
fafe (late, and are not without their pare 
in that Salvation which Chriflt came to 
procure for them. 3. A 
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3. A third Ufe and Improvement, 
which I fliall make of this Difcourfe is 
for the direding of our Charity ; in (bow- 
ing what things we ought mod chiefHy 
to dedre and endeavour after for our Bre- 
thren. For if our greateft Happinels^ 
and the great Salvation which Chrift 
came to procure for us, confift in our 
Deliverance from our (ins, and we are! 
to love our Brethren, as Chrift loved us ; 
then 'tis plain, that the great benefit 
which we arc to feck for them, is their 
Vertuous Life and Reformation. Holi- 
nefs is the greateft Kindnefs which they 
Can receive , or we can endeavour td 
promote in them : And therefore, a* 
mong all thofe endeavours, which are 
very commendably ufed for our Breithrens 
good, whether in their Bodies, good 
Naqies, or Fortunes, let us ftill be fure 
to have an Eye to their higheft good of 
all, their increafe in good Living, and 
their 'Deliverance from their fins j let ouf 
greateft care be to make them better, ra- 
ther than richer, and liior^ bondurabte 
than thcv weire^ For this is true Rind- . 
fiefs ancf Love indeed to ihow our felves 
moft concerned for that whereby they 
WiU be infinitely taot^ tdvaiit^d. 

This 



a Deliverance from Sin. j i 

This Deliverance from their Sins then, 
is that which above all things, we fhould 
endeavour to procura for tfaoai ; and as 
tl^is ihould be the great aim of ail our 
Labours for their advant|ge, Gy fhould 
it be of tho(e?i|K)fe efpecially, which are 
employ 'd for reclaiming them from a 
falfe Religion, or eftablilhing them in a 
ri^ht one. For Repentance and Refiar^ 
mation are necdiary to Salvation in all 
Parties, and mufl: carry men (whofe o^ 
ther errours God (hall fee fit to exculb^ 
becaufe of the Pityablenefs of their ig* 
norance) to Heaven in all the Seds oi 
the Qiriilian World, And therefMC, if 
we convert a man to a. Party, but notta 
Obedience , we win a ProfMyte but half 
way, and hav^iot favei/ a find from^^^ ^^^^ 
dcathy till We hi|||:educed him, jas from ^o. 
errour, fo from firi too. In all our endea- 
vours therefore of this fort, Jet us ftrive at 
leaft as much to win men to the Pradtice, 
as to the Profcflion of the tfuth. Let 
us feek as much to reiflifie their hearts^ 
as their underftandiiigs,and to get them 
over unto an entire Obcdienos unto ^ 
Chrift, and not only to an external Com- 
munion with our felves. 

Some indeed inflead of endeavouring 
to fave, and reicue others from their fms ; 

lake 
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bke a pride in inveagling , and in(ha^ 
ring them into fin. They will Glory iii 
making a (bber man drunk j or in corrupt^ 
ing a modeft Ver tue, add drawing it C^{v 
tive at laft to A&s^ and places of D^ 
faauchery ; ana fome fet^irp to ridicute 
all Religion and Vertue, making theiii 
fiieTopicks of their Jefts and Merry- 
ment, this way driving thole out of all 
Profefllons, and open owning thereto, 
who cannot bear to be laugh'd at. 

Now thefe men, who thus make it 
their bufinels, to decoy men into (id, 
4re Act only unchriftian, but bafe and 
barbarous. They betray them under 
a pretence of Kindnefs , . and feek 
eternally todeftroy them under a Mask 
of Friendftiip. They qj^ vile Wretched 
and mifchievous I^ftri^ffiits $ nay I mighf 
(ay they are Devils, and Deftroyers iri 
the very lame Seiice that Chrift is a Sa- 
viour : For he faves in refcuing, and de^ 
livering men from their fins, and they 
deflroy them in entangling them therein/ 
and making them fubjed: to them. 
. And thefe are the Ufes which I think 
fit to draw from the foregoing Notion/ 
and Explication of the Chrifiiian SaW' 
tiori. 
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And God grant, that whilft we are a/1 
talking and hoping for Salvation, we 
may not appear at hft, to have been all 
the while loft men ; but tjbat we may 
all make it our chiefeft care, to get rid 
of all Anful habitis and wicked 0)ur(es, 
whilft we are in this World ; that (6 we 
may be qualified for the joys of Heaven, 
iand the(jbnverfationof blefled Spirits^and 
delivered from thofe eternal Punifhments 
ijvhich will be inffidecl on all that are 
irreclamably difbbedient, in the World 
to come, 
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DISCOURSE II. 

Showing that this Deliverance, and 
intire Obedience, is neither im- 
polfible, nor extarerac difficult, 
if Gncerc Chriftians kt about ic 
as .they ougjht. 




0«PhiL4. 13. lean do aU things 
thro" Chrift which Jirenphens me. 

IHE; things St FW here Glories 
himfelf abfe to perform, are the 
Duties of a Chridian ^ even 
thofe that are the greateft Try al 
of ^ flrong) and well fixed mind, and 
have more than ohlinary Temptation in 
them i fuch as thie knowledge of our 
ielves^ and ferving God in a profperous, 
and trailing in him, and being content* 
ed in a neceflitous, State. And that which 
gives him this Ability he pontiles, is 
not any power of Nature derived from 
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Adamy but the fuper-ihduced Grace of 
Chrift, which aids and ftrengthens hiip. 
In that forlorn date, wherein Adams (in 
left all mankind, fiibjed to (trong Lufts, 
iurrounded with numerous and power- 
ful Temptations, and ftript of all Divine 
aids, and fuper-natural Affiftances, they 
all lay open to be made a prey,and were 
eafie to be overcome. But iince ChriA 
has been the reftorer of the World, and 
recovered more Grace and Strength for 
us than ever Adam forfeited ; they are 
again enabled to withftand Temptations^ 
and perform all Duties unto God, even 
thofe which feem to have moft hardfliip 
in them. / knm hoth bm to he aiafea^ 
or live meanly, and bow to ahounJ m 
Honour and Plenty; every wbere^ and 
in aU places y I am inftruSed hoth to he 
pU without forgetting God, and to he 
hungry without repinMig at him ; hoth to 
alomd^ and ftill be humble and tempe- 
rate, and toftiffer need^ and at the (ame 
time praife ana truft God, and reft con- 
tented ; / can do all things thro Cbrift 
that ftrengthens me J Verfeii, i^. 

Bj^this performance of all Duties, we 
are not to underftand (iich a perfedion 
of Obedience to them, as is^intermixed 
with no Efcapes ; for (b Chrift doth not 

^able 
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enable any of his Servants in this World, 
00 pot St.f 4»/himfelf. To live without 
^U fin i$ not to be expeAed from any mor- 
tal man , but only firom the (Irength of 
an Angel, or ajutt Soul made perfed; in 
Heaven Some fins of ignorance , or 
rorgetfulnefs, haft and furprize, fucfa as 
flouts Speech to Ananias ^ A8ts x). 3/ 
will ^here (Q the beft men whilft they 
have e^hly Bcdies abppt them • And 
Ghrift^' who being ih our Nature has a 
fellow-deling of afl 0ur Irlfirmities, when 
he com^ to fit aj pur Judge will make 
fair allowances for them> ^^^- 5'- Jr. 

But it iniplies fucb a perfection of Q- 
bedien,ce; as admits of no damning Sii 
that is, of no fins which are \yilfullyy?n^ 
currcd, againft knowledge, or it nwy bs 
againft Checks and loud Alarms of ^n- 
Icience ; and which are alfo perfifted in 
without true Repentance, and Amend- 
ment of the fame. Thefefins deprive us 
of the favpur of God>and deftroy a Soul ; 
and therefore , Chrift muft ftrengthea 
men againft all theie, before he proves i 
Saviour to them. And this %engtfai 
St. Paul fays he found , as all ot^if ir 
Chriftians will, who will make th^ Ex- 
periment as he did, and not be Wanting 
to themfelves, or fail to make ule of it. 

D 3 Tho* 
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Tho' they will not be ftrcngthned 4^ 
gainft all invpluntary furprizes ; yet, if 
tkey are as careful to employ this Grace 
as Chrift is ready to afford it, they will 
be (Irengthned ag^infl: all wilful Breaches 
of any Commandments, or at leaft a- 
eainil all impenitent continuance in the 
feme, when at any time they have wil- 
fully broken any. / can Jo attthingf 
thro Chrifi that fir engt hens me. 

My defign from thefe words, is to 
(how that the Grace of Chrift is ready to 
enable 9II Chriftians to obey his Laws ; 
who are not wanting in their own Care 
and good Endeavours. He earneftlyde- 
fires the Obedience of men, and affords 
them aid fufficient to help it on : So that 
no Chriftian can ever fail to do his Duty, 
but thro' his own fault, when he either 
negleds, of rejefts that Help and Grace, 
which our SaviourChrift holds out to him. 

Indeed the great excufe which difobe- 
dient men jare wont to ma^ke for them- 
felves is, that they would da better if 
they knew how to do it, and are there- 
fore only ill, becauie they canr^ot help 
it. They would plead impotence in 
themfelves, and impradicable heights, 
and impoflibilities in God's Command- 
ments. And if this were true as it 

it 
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is moftfalfe^ it would be a ibvidedtble 
Pl&L indeed) aind^excufe them fxxh for 
being ill, and alfo fdr being idle: for if 
they cannot avoid being dilbbedient, 
why ihould they be blami^ for it > And 
if they are not able to ob^^ do what 
they can, ^yhy fliould they throw aWay 
their Pains in vain Ateem^ts,ahd fruitlefly 
endeavour after it ? There i^ neither Du- 
Qr, nor Difcretion in dttemjpting impof^ 
ubilities, and labouring after that which 4 

is not to be dope : fb that if Obediends 
were impoflible, every man might as 
innocently, and much more wifely, di^ 
obey at firft, as at laft, when he has firi* 
yen in vain againft it ; and it ought not 
to be cenfiired as the fault of his Choice, 
but pitied as his invincible misfortune. 
Now as for this impbtence,and impof^ 
fibtUt^ of performing all Duties, it is of- 
ten pleaded by thofe , who feem willing 
and defirous to perform them. And in 
regard it gives fbme Colour to this com- 
plaint, becaiife we hear it from thofe ; 
who have tryed the Hardihip, and (a 
from their own Experience are bed able 
to judge of it, and who exprefs a Good- 
will for their Duty, and (b may be pre- \ 
fumed to complain of nothing but w)iat 
they fimdlq treating of this $ubjed,IfhaU, 

D 4 • fir/f^ 
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Firfi^ Remove the prejudice which 
lies agaioft this Powey)f obeying^ firom 
chefe ComplaintSv by ihowiog what is 
wanting in thefe Complainers. 

Stfmdly^Shitvj that among Chrifti- 
an^ theire isjjo caufe for fuch Conir 
plaints^ and that they will be ftrength* 
ned to the performance of all Duties, if 
they are not wanting to themfelves. 

TbirMy, That this performance is fo 
far froni being an impoifible Task, that 
'tis not extreme Didicult, when men let 
to it in earneft. i , 

I. To fhew the Power all Chriftiaria 
havei thro' the Grace of Chrift enabling 
them ; of performing all needful Duties, 
if they are not wanting to themfelves ; 
I (hall remove the prejudice which lies 
againft it from thefe Complaints, by 
ihewing what is wanting in thefe Com? 
plainers. 

Nowinpurfuitof this lobferve, that 
they who complain of the impoflibility 
of doing their Duty, are either 

Firfiy Such as only complain, but ne- 
ver try and endeavour it. Or, 

Secondly^ Such as endeavour wrong, 
without ufing thofe fit means, which 
ihould make them obedient. Qr, 

thirdly^ 
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Jtarily^ Such as* when tliey ufe ri^ 
naeans, endeavour but by lulves, and " 
do not go thorow with it. ' 

• 

. I. I iay, they who complain moft^of 
the impoffibility of doing their Duty» 
are (udi as never try and endeavour it^ 
and ta|[e leaft Pains for it. 

Nochinp is fo common with men, as 
to preteno^they cannot do, what they 
have no mind to do. Thus it is in daily 
Injftances of common Life ; a fhi^iih Ser* 
vant cannot go thro' with a painful work ; 
a half Friend cannot perform a trouble* 
fome, and coftly part of f riendihip ; ami 
a man in Power or Bufinels ; cannot do 
ibnie Offices , or (hew feme Favours, 
which are defired of him : They can- 
not, i.t* they will not do them; they 
want not the power and opportunity if 
they would, but only the Will and rea-- 
dinefi to make ufe of it. And thus it is 
in Religion alio. Men pretend the keep* 
ing God^s Commands to be an impoflible 
Task, when they do not believe it ; or 
believe it impoKIible without making a* 
(iy attempt, and before they have had 
any tryal of it ; paffioj^ a Judgment not 
iirom what they feel, but only from what 
they fahfie in it. They have a mind 

to 
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to (ptre tfaeir oiira pains alxMit it ; or 
^ ire slighted with feme ill reports and 
imf-reprefentations which are made there- 
of^and fo prefume they cannot do it,with« 
<mt ever trying whether they can or no. 
But now when this is the Cafe» as it 
is with very many PerCws, the hin- 
drance of Obedience does not lie in the 
Putiesy but in the men themlelves tlhat 
srre to perform them : For let the Laws 
of God be as pebble to be fulfilled, as 
they will ; yet is it not poffiMe foe ^ 
loitering and unworking per(bn to 
fuliSl them. It is im|>offible to accom- 
p|i(h things of Pains without Pains, or 
to produce the effeds of Induftry by 
Idienefs. And Obedience to Gods Laws 
is CMie of thole things, which requires 
pur watchful Care and diligent Applica* 
tion. For tho' God gives it, *tis true, 
whence all Vertues are called the Fraiff 
dfthe fpir it ^ Gal y. x^,. and the rencival 
of the Holy Ghofi^ Tit. 3. f- Yet is 
that gift only by blefling our own Pains 
and Endeavours after it. He gives us 
Vertue and Grace, as he gives us our 
daily food and maintenance by help* 
ing, and enabling us, thro' our bWn Care 
and Labour, to get them for our felves. 
So that they are to be the Fruit of our In- 

duftry, 
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duflry, as well as of his BoiHiQr : Whence 
we are bid to turn mrjflvesfrmn affmr 
trMfgreffimis^ Ezek. i8« lo^^x. as well 
as (o pray to God, Thaf'm would turn 
^^9 Jer. ^i. 18. ' vaA to workm mt ^omn 
Salvation^ for this rea^, iecaufeQod 
worketb in w, Phil. z. ix, i j. 

If men never endeavour then, but oa-> 
ly complain, it is not ^offible tor them 
to obey and pleafe God, more than to 
gain an Art, of get a livelihood, orper- 
form any other thing that requires 
th^r own Gire and diligent Application $ 
bui^if they will take the way of Indu- 
(by, and inftead of complaining they 
cannot obey, endeavour to qbey the beft 
they can, which is in their own power, 
and very poifible to be done. They will 
fee all the Fan/ied fmpoilibilities fly be- 
fore their trains, and go on (uccefsfuUy 

thro' God's Grace, ftrengthning them,and 
fisCourfe would foon take thftfgreatr 
iSt part of thefe Complainer%btt oijir ^ 
hands ; there being none ordinarily {o 
forward to compkin of ^he impoffibility 
of obeying, as they w)io are mod neg- 
ligent and careleis, and leaft of all oi* 
deavour to obey. 

But if any of thofe compkin they can* 
not obey God's Laws, whodo endeavour 
iti They are, x. Gene- 
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%. Geoei^lly (uch as endeavour wrongs 
widioiit ufing thole fit means, which 
ihouldmaketheEp obedient The means 
and inftrumenfs of Duty, are the way 
chat leads u$ to the performance of it ^ 
and in thofe it concerns us muc)^ to be 
careful, what Choice we make if we pur- 
fue ^ny Vertue, without the ufe of any 
means at all ; that is, as if we (hould 
let our felVes to the difpatch of any bu- 
fidels with our hands behind us ; and if 
We ujfe improper and unfuitableones, like 
9ien who labour with ill Inftruments In 
any Craft, we fhall make but rugged 
work, and find that too to prove very 
toillbme and difficult $ and after much 
time, and Pains is fpent, fee but a very 
Kttle Fruit of all. The means of Ver- 
tue are, as I fay, the way to it : And 
therefore, there is much depends uppa 
the means we life, when we woiild be 
vertuous , as upon the way We^ take, 
when we would travel to any iTowri or 
Place ; we may go the flraight Road to it, 
and that jbrings as thither in a (hort time, 
and without being much wearied ; but 
if either we take a contrary path, or go 
much about, we fhall fpend much more 
time, and be much more tyred in going; 
yea forced, perhaps, at lafl to fit down 
raort of pur Journeys-end.? Arid 
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And this riow is an ordinary fault df 
t]K){b Cobiplaindrs, who endeavour ta 
obey without Sucxreis, and cannot com- 
pafs any Vcrtue, tW they do take Pains 
for it The reafbn why they fail^ is be^ 
caufe they are not well dire(9!ed, and 
ttek Labour is not wifely manag'd^ and 
laid o&t in the ufe of fuch means, and 
in t^e pradice of (uch Ituk», as aremqft , 
proper and likely to gain the Pointy 
and introduce the Vertue which they 
wanted. 

To illuftrate this by fbme Inftances ; 
one man is of an irritable hafty tahpety 
and he complains that he has ftriven, 
but is not able to bridle and conquer his 
Palfion ; he labours, and doth what he 
can ; but (iich is the d^aiSting Variety 
of his bufmefs, the Ci^nefs or Carele^ 
n^fs of thofe he is concerned with, or 
the nunlber of his Provocations one 
way or other, that riotwithflanding all 
his Care, his Paflioii is ilill too ftrong 
for him. 

But iWoulddsk thatPerfon, who fays 
his Labour is loll, whether he advifed 
well upon what he did, and tpok the 
ready, and the right way to this Con- 
quefl:.> Has he for inftance, befides his 
earneil Prayers to GocJ for Grace to ma- 
iler 
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fl^ hii Pafffibn » avoided moreover as 
mttcfa, as the cottcerns of Life will fuf^r 
/ hint, all cmneceflary Dilbourfe, efpeci- 
ally Diiputes, whh wrathfal, loud; crols^ 
or fcornful Periods ; has he watched p^ 
ver l^iimlelf daily ar (tich times, and 
places, and in (lich Bufinefis and Compa- 
ny, wherein he juiras like to meet with 
IVo vocations, and particularly refolv'd 
within himfelf, nor' only long before ; 
bat at thofe very times, that he will not 
be tran(ported by them > And above all 
Laftly, has he made this a conftant Law 
to himfelf to forbear (peakiij]^ ^^or i€b- 
. ing any thing fuddenljr, wheiiKpfe^ilsa 
Paflion ftirr'd in him; but to turn ifide, 
and fay over the Lord's Prayer, pr fome 
devout Ejaculatjip ta himfelf, which 
will both gain him time for Confiderati- 
'on, and likewife call God and Goodnefs 
into his niind, which will be the moft 
efledual means of all to reftrain him ? 
If thefe or fuch like means have not 
been ufed, he has not taken the bed 
Ways he can ; and if he will fet himfelf 
to bridle his Nature in this way, I doiibt 
^ not, but God will blefs him in it, and 
then kt him complain he cannot re- 
ftrain himfelf, if be find realon. 

Agm, 
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.AgMn> another who has accnibitiedl 
binafelf to Q^A^i oomplains that be is 
convinced he oug^ and endeavouf s to 
do it, but that dub. is not able t» r^nun 
(wearing. But befides his feevenc Pray* 
Qs CO Godj ha& fuch a Compiainer>b- 
bwr'd widbU to p60^ hb Confeiene^ 
with a great (enfe< and dread' of it? Has^ 
He partioshrly. cali'd to mind , and^ re* 
folvedi^nft it, not only when k* was 
aeadi&c^ but when hewasexpedb* 
iiig any DHappdntment, (»^ coming in* 
to the way of any Provocation, whidh 
WOttkl tempt him to it> And becauie 
men fiib}^. to thi£ Vice, fwear oft in 
eag^edis (^ Spirit, and donot kno^ 
h^ hedged iome tme^Frieoc^ to be 1 
Moqtt<^ri to warn &im of it befote^ or 
teU him M^oi 'tis p^ that after wank 
he maybe morecaiWui co prevent it^ar '^ 
to puoijli him&lf : for. iti And in regirdv 
ni^'WhQ 0IUO it at.other times; are ge> 
n^ifdiy [^^'d on to.fwear in hafte^ thro' 
tb9 Itirpri;^. of a Provocation, in the ea- 
g9|iQii^ c^, iSport, or.thro' the fuddenne& 
of fopp9croi$ Accident' and Difappoint- 
ment. : Hashetak^Carelafllytoffwdk 
nothing, rafhly, eipecially wbilftheis 
in heat and eagernefi of Sinrit, but to 
, bridle his Tongue, and caafider what he 

is 



I 



48 Obe^ienci neither ImpoJjItUe, 

is aboQt tofiy before he utter it».tiiat 
io if, it fkove to be ill he iiiay forbfear 
It? Tfadeand fodi.like ways, are the 
proper nietb<ki for curing thus Sin ; andl 
if a man has laboor'd agsunft it, without 
them, he has fought the end without 
the means, and purliied the cure with- 
out the ri^ Prelcriptions. And there>- 
fore, if he will corred: diat Errour, and 
begin a^un to labour in right ways, I 
^e(tiQn not, but, that he will fuceeed 
well, and find the efied thro'<Gdd's blel^ 

# km 

iing; ! 

Thus do iiien, who endeavour in vaitf 
for thefe^or for any other Verttttti (Alttl- 
ly mifcarry^ for want of chtlfiitt right 
ways ; the Duties are not impoiliUe to 
be. attain d» if the rig)bit Courfe were u* 
led to attain them; but it is their .owil 
hegledl of means, or miftakeri Choice 
of bad ones, which makes the Di(ap- 
pointment. And therefore^ if ttiey would 
labour to effed:, let them be careful to 
puriiie good things^ by wi(e and proper 
methods. When they are refolved td 
endeavour after any Vertutf, let th&ri 
learn from good Books, ot from theit 
fpiritual Guides^ or the advice of any 
wife or judicious Perfons, what Rules' 
fcrve mod tb compafi it : And if thfe^^ 

carefully 
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carefully and diligently follow them, the 
Duty which (ecm'd before impoflible, 
will prove a very po|$ble thing. And 
this again would rid 'us of tlie greatefl: 
part of thofe Comfilisiiners who fail at 
feft, but yet endeavc^ur fomething : for 
moft of them, when they endeavour to 
obey, do not endeavour wifely^ or in the 
ufe of fiich proper and difcreet Methods^ 
a fiire fit to wprk Obedience in them. 

But if any complain ftili , that they 
have taken advice about the beft Courfe 
and followed it; b|it yet all their labour 
has been without the defired effeA : Yti 

r 

arp.they, always, . / 

. \.. Such, as when they ufeHght means, 
firi^^Vcijur but by halves, and do not gd 
thro* with them. 

A faint EndeaVoUrer, will n6ver gof 
thro' witji any work, which recjuires ei- 
ther length of time, of ftrength of La- 
bour. Jf he put little ftrength to it, 
that will not conquer the difficulty of the, 
Task ; and if he is (bon wearied, lie will 
give over before it coipes to an end. So j 
that a nfian muft apply himfelf to the 
fame, both earneftly and long, if he 
would fucceed when he has begun, an<i 
go on to finifli and contpleat it. 

E Now 






r 



fi: 



50 OheSenet neither Trnpoffibky 

^^w our obeying Qod^ and amend- 
ing of oiir lives, is a work of this kind. 
For our ftns being many in number, they 
. will require a confiderable fpace of time, 
before they are alKamended ; and our 
hindrances in leaving them being great, 
' and the Temptations filDng that daily 
fiilault and draw us to them, and our 
awn Lufts, and a treacherous Enemy in 
our own Bofoms, being always ready to 
fake their pares and flrike in with them ^ 
it requires a great Watchfulnefs, and a 
conftant Care , and an earneft vigorous 
endeavour to overcome them. .And this 
the Scripture tells us plainly we muft 
life, if ever we expeA to prevail againft 
them ; St. Peter tells us, we muft give 
dfl Jilt^ence^ a Pet i. 5, 10. StjPWthat 
" w^muft^^ circtmfpeSty EjA. 5*. if. Our 
Blefled Saviour that We mufi watch aU 
tvays^ and be ever (landing upon our 
Guard, At ark 13*37. nnd^rive to ester 
in at tbeftrait gatCy Liik. 13. X4. which 
ftriving is caffd a warfare, x Cor. 10.4. 
and a fight J 1 Tim. 6. i a. All which fliow 
the Greatnefi of that caFe, and both, the 
Earneftneft and Conftancy of that endea- 
vour, which we muft lay out upon it; 

And this now is the fault of all thofc 
Strivers, who, purfuing OJ)edience by 

righe 
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right and proper Methods, do yet m1& 
iof it at lajft. They endeavour but by 
halves, and leek it, either by too fhort^ 
or too fleight Pains. They have not ei- 
ther the Refolution to fet manfully a- 
bout it, or the Patience to go thorow 
with it i and fo l^ing either faint in 
their purfuit, or felling off before they 
are got to the end, they are not re^ 
claini'd from their fins by ali their Pain^, 
but cofftinue fubjed: , mi ' endaved to 
<!hem ftill. 

But now wtien they fail on this ^& 
count, it is not becaufe they cannot, but 
becaufe they will not help it. They 
might become good, if they would be 
at the trouble ot it, and perfevere with 
Patience, till they have finiflied it; biH: 
if they will ufe only fleight Endeavours 
and (hort Onfets j their tnliTitig of SuC^ 
cefs, muH not be charged upon the int- 
poflibility of God's Laws, but upon their 
own iloth Mid remifsnefs in performing 
ifiem'; they can and do tak^ great and 
ince^nt Paitis to be rich, or great, or 
compafs a worldly totereft : And if they 
pleafe they can labour as vigoroufly, and 
M ince^tly too to be good, and do what 
God Commands them. And if once 
tbey would do this, it would be the beft 

Ex Demoa- 
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Demanftration, how poffible a thing O- 
bedicnce is; fince Icfs JPains than this 
comes to, will ordinarily fuffice them to 
riiat purpofe. 

And this will ftop the mouths of all 
tliofe Complainers, who have not been 
filenced by the two former Conftdera- 
tions. If they have not complained be- 
fore they tryed> and if iri trying ' to be 
good, they took a right method ; y6t 
Want they one thing ftill, they endea- 
voured but by halves, and were not vi- 
gorous and conftant enough in their en- 
deavours, and that is the reafon why 
they failed : Whereas , if they will try 
again, and endeavour not only wifely, 
jbijt alfo vigoroqAy and inceflantly, they 
will moft certainly be enabled to per- 
form their Duty : And their doing it 
aduajly, \vi1|,be .the .mod effedual Con- 
vidion that 'tis po(Iibl§ to be done. 

Having (aid this,, to remove the pre- 
judice that lies againft this poffibility of 
performing the Laws of jGod, ,from the 
Gomplaints of thofe, . who (ay they find 
kotherwife: I proceed now, 

2. To fliew that among Chriftians, 
there is no caule for fuch Complaints, 
.and that they will be ftrengthned to the 

pcrfor- 
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performance of all Duties, if they are 
not wanting to themfelves. 

They muft be careful as I have ob- 
ferv-d, to ufe their own endeavours, be- 
caufe God that made them, will not al- 
. fo lave them without themfelves. And 
thefe endeavours muft* be in wife ways, 
fince we muft not expecS: God (houid 
give ef!eds to unftiitable means, and be 
at the expence of Miracles , to ftipply 
for our Follies. And when we endea- 
vour thus wifely, we nnift do it alfb vi- 
goroufly arid inceflantly ; Obedience be- 
ing a work, of time and Pains, that re- 
quires both the earneftnefs, and the con- 
tinuance of our Applications. Thefe 
things are required on our part, and if 
we take ca^-e to perform that, the Grace 
of Chrift will make up the reft, and moft 
certainly enable us, as he did St. Paul^ 
to do ail things which he indifpenfibly 
requires of us • he will give us fome 
ftrength at firft, and as we employ that, 
according to that great Rule of Gofpel 
Diftribution, To him that hath JhaS he 
gtvcHy Matt. xf. 29. he will add jmore, ' 
till at laft we perform as much, as is in- 
difpenfi^)ly required, /. e. as I noted, eir ^ 
ther not finning wilfully, or fmcerely 
repenting, and amending \yhenfoever we 

E 3 do. 
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cJo- If th«y, ere thus careful, I (ay, in 
their own endeavours , this llrengih ail 
Chriftians ftiaM furely receive from the; 
Gr$ce of Chrift to thefe performances^as 
the Apoftle in the Text declares of him- 
ftJf • IcanifiP^ &:c. 

Now that every wife, earned, and in- 
ceflant £ndeavourer,fha}l be thus enabled 
to perform ai) Duties, will appear from 
thefe three things, 

" Firfi , Becauie, God indifpenfibly re* 
quir^, and paffionately exhorts us to 
this performance. 

Secondly J Becaufe he has promifed thi$ 
Ability, and Obedience to all who are 
fo qualified and prepared for the fame. 

thirdly^ Becaufe all good men here- 
t<)fore, and at this prefent time, do them- 
icives find, and experience it. 

I. That they ftiall be thus enabled to 
perform all Duties, appears, becaufe God 
indifpenfibly requires, and paflionately 
exhorts us to this performance. / 

He indifpenfibly requires it. Yoxfiim 
as St. Faul (ays, God commandeth aU mem 
every where to refenty Adis 17, 30* And 
that of all jfins, they being all lyaWe to 

. the fame Puhilhment ; The wrath of God 
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ieij^^iveaUd a^dirffi aB unrightiiiufiiifs^ 
Bjixri.i,t%,MAhethat9ffiskdsin<mepoiMt , 
ie'ifig guilty efai^y Jim. Ltd. Arid £his hd 
itqnires under the ftrideft t^Ofidkidn^ as 
ever they hojgie to avoid the wrtthto 
cottie f or to obtain everlaftiflg SiivB.- 
tixm I If the wicked turn from tdT hk'fini^ 
antllceep all m)f Statutes y thenfiiys God 

by Ezekiel, but not before^ befhaUfafe* 
Ij IhJt^ Ezek. 1 8. it . And /% Odly that 
tfd hh emtnttnimenti have fighi id the tfii 
«f lifey faith Chfift, Relf. %t. I4. 

Now (xnct Qod thus I'e^t^irgs tis to o- 
bey all hl^ Laws^ it tt\v& tmM be pot- 

fible for us to obey thetti; for Qed tt©- 
ver requires an itnpoflfcle thing; What'Pfat 5.2, 
he Cbrtlitiarlds, he both defiteS and * e«- Matt. 21. 
|)e(3s fhould be performed j and thef e- |t,„^ ^ 
fore, calls meft Co the^ perforfnaibce of ij. 
it J to be net only hearets^ htii doers ofi^- *3'7- 
the LaWy Rom. a. 15. Artd 'tiScertaitj 
they may fterform it, fnice he is too 

wife, either to dcfire, at expeft what Is 

not to be had. 

^ay, he doth not Only indifpenfibly 
require this Obedience, but Friendly and - 
pamonately exhorts us to it ; Repent aitd . 
turn your felvei from all your tranfgreffiom, 
Jo ^0iquity Pall not he your ruine. Cajl a^ 
way from you all your tratifgrejfiohsy anel , 

5 4 make 
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fnake you a new heart and a new fpirit ( 
for why mil ye die haufe of Ifrael ? for 
I have, no pleafure in the death of him 
that dies J wherefore turn your felves and 
live ye J Le. If you fin and. die, 'tis from 
your own Wills, therefore blame your 
lelvesandnot mc^Ezek. 18. 30, 31, 3z, 
Now this again Ihows this Obedience 
to be a poflible work, for God can be 
no Coupfellour or Advifer, much lefs 
an importunate Pathetical exhorter to 
impoffible Attepipts and Performances. 
If Obedience were an impoffible thin^ 
his advifing lis, and exhorting (is 'to o* 
bey him, would be no better, than if 
you fhould advife a young Stripling tp 
be as,ftrong as Sampfon ; or anignoranp 
^ unbred Ideot, to be as wife as Solomon z 
And then how able would men be to an- 
fwer and reply to hiin, that he wa? not 
in earneft, and never meant his Advice 
. ihoiild be followed, for a very good rea- 
(bn, becaufe he knew it could not. And 
that this was not the part x)f a compal^ 
fionate Friend , w|io defired to remedy 
their unh^ppinefs ,• but of fome hare}- 
hearth looker on, whd rejoyc'd and tri- 
umph'd in the fame. That if lie would 
pot help their weakneft, yet at kafl in 
cqmaion Pity to the qiiferabl?, a good 
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and compalfionace Being would forbear 
to mock and upbraid them with it ; and 
by fuch infulting Advices and Exhorta- 
tion, to make thpie, who are defpica- 
bly low already, much lower ftill. All 
this might be faid to God, if the Obe- 
fiience which he exhorts us to, were an 
impoffible work; and no jufl: anfwer 
cpuld be retura'd to it. For he could 
not be thought ferious in his Advices^ 
jand fincere in his Exhortations, or any 
.ways compaflionate towards calamitous 
men , whofe Impotency, under a pre* 
tence of helping, at this rate, he would 
only feek reproachfully to expofe : And 
therefore, if we have any juft reverence 
for him, from His commanding and ex- 
horting us to it, we muft conclude, Q- 
bedience to be a thing very ppilihle for 
us to perform ; if we could not do it hp 
would not have required, orfopaffiq- 
nately have prefledus to it. 

And as this, appears from God's com- 
manding, andexhort:ingus to it: So 
doth it, 

z. Pecaufe he has promifed this Abi- 
lity and Obedience to fuch wife, earnefl: 
and inceflant Endeavourers, who are the 
Pcrfons duely qualified and prepared 
fqr theoL It wa^ laid of old concern- 
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iflg the Gc>(|yei:€c^enant$ that this power 
of djeyiflg the whokJ WiMof Ood ihould 
be dde pftit of it / will give thm one 
i!^^r/,(aith GoA^nJput d new fpitit wiih^ 
in them / and I vdiBtah theftony heart 
nut of their flejk^ and give them n heart 
nf flejb : that they may waUt in my fta* 
Mesj and keep my ordinances and do thim^ 
£2eM» i t. i^,lo. And ag^ifl, A novo heart 
^iff Igive yon^ and ItoiB put myfpirit 
within jony and caufe fon to n>ali in my 
fiatntesy md ye fhaB keep my judgments 
^tuddothem^ Ezek- 56.16,17. Jer. ^t. 
ih th And 6t\e\piitt of the, Holy-Co- 
wnant fwom nrith A^rahamj Zachariab 
tells HS, fpcikittgby the Holy Ghofi, Was 
. to grant ns Grace toferve him in holinefs 
' ana righteoufnefs all our days^ Luk. 1.72^, 
^J> 74, 75. in which PredicSticHis, God 
promifes both the eflfedt, viz. Mcrts 
kee|>ir^ his Judgdlents and Statutes, and 
the -Principle <st Caufe of it, viz^ his 
Grace and Holy Spirit, which ftouid en^ 
able them foto do. 

And when Chrift came to Seal the 
New^CoVenant in his Blood, this Giace 
and Strength, is accordingly promifed 
and aflfer^ to all difcreet, earneft and 
inceflaht Endeavours, who alone are the 
Pferfons qu^ified for it: For in that God 

promiles 
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profnifes,^a give the Hcfy Spirit to 
tbufe tbat^askhimy Luk.?i. 13 • Md ftill *J^ ^ 
to entruil a greater meafure of Grace; 
with thofe who are iodufiricus to ift^ 
prove a fmall b^inmi^ ; t& him that 
hath^ i e. hath improv'o what be wa$ 
entrufled with, fhaU more be given^ (mi 
he fhaU harue (^unJance^ Matt. %$. 29. 
Aiid to work both the Will » and the 
Deed, in tbofe who heartily joyn with 
hkii) and do their beil: &tdewom to- 
war Js the fame. Wert out yomr owm 
SahatioM for ^ is Go J that porieth id 
you hoth to will cmd to do ; and therefore, 
go on with Courage in that Expe(9:Mio!i» 
ThiL X. 1 1, i%.So tteit this fpirilual 
Power and Strength to all vtgofous At« 
tem})ter$, is not left at uncertainties^ but 
is a promiied tlttng. Gods word flands 
engaged for it ; ^that they are as fure, 
in any Cafe of need to be eikabled, as 
they, are fore that God is faithfirf) and 
cannot recede from his word. God is 
faithfoU feith ^ Paul, fpeaking of thofe 
great Tryals, where Obedience feems 
modi of all impradicable, and mU not 
fuffer_ you to he tempted aiove what you are 
Mle^ but mil with the Temptation^ alfo 
make a way to efcape^ that ye may be abk 

tobearit^iQox.iOiiy 
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Thus have we an afluranx; nui God 
will give us all fo much Gi^icc and 
Strcrfgth, as will fuifice to r .ikc us 
good , if we diligently, and dilcrL-jtiy 
apply our felves to become fo. This 
God engages, and -he doth not only per- 
. mit, but exped^ that we ihould believe 
him, and take his word in this, as well 
as in all other Promifes. He would not 
tonly have us to bzve faith in his mercy ^ 
for the pardon of any Sins when we re- 
pent of them, hut likewife to have faith 
in his power andfpirit , enabling us to 
overcome our fms, when we lerioufly 
ftri ve again ft them. When St. fatd bids 
us voork wt our own Salvation , he gives 
GoJ's working in us, as the reafon, plain* 
ly dire(3:ing us to work in that ExpecSta- 
tion, PhiL 2. IX, IX. And we are kept 
X to SalvatiM iy the power if Gad thra 
faithy i. e. thro* Faith in the Power, faith 
SvPeter^ i Pet. i. y. God has promifed 
his Spirit to. ftrengthen us againfl: fin^ as 
well as his mercy to pardon and forgive 
fin : And iince he has promifed both ; 
our Duty is to believe both, and not 
diftri^ft hhn in either pf them! 

And fince we both may and ought to 
liajfe this Confidence in God's urace; 
that will perfeii^ly anfwer the main Obr 

jedion 



nor extream Dtjfcult. 6t 

jeStiott againft the poffibility of this pei*- 
formance, which is taken from ourfelves, 
and the reigning Power of our own Lufts. 
For our Lufts are not too (trong for 
Gc^ tho' they bp too ftrong for us : Tho' 
th^ be great Might in corrupt Nature, 
yet the Grace of Chrift is mightier : And 
therefore, having that on our fide, we 
ihall certainly be empowered to pleafe 
God, let our own /inful Xufts, and 
the Temptations of the World, oppofe 
themfelves never fo much againfl; it. 
Greater is he that is in tiSj (ays St.John^ 
Than he that is in the voorlJ^ i Joh. 4. 4. , 
And tho*' we be ahle to do nothing of our 
fehesj as of our felves ; yet having the ^ Cot.3.j. 
fame Promife we ihall all be enahlei^ as- 
St. faul was; To do aS things thro' Chriji 
that ftrengtheps us. 

And as this poflibility of keeping the 
Ck)mmandnients, thro' our own Care and 
Pains, appears becaufe God indifpenfi- 
biy requires and exhorts to it ; and has 
promiied his Holy Spirit and Grace, to^ 
enable all who duely labour after the 
fame : So doth it yet farther, 

3. Becaufe good men heretofore, and 
at this prelent time, do themfelves find 
and experience it. Whenfoever they 
wifely , and earneftly endeavoured, and 

did 
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cUd not grow weary or faint, they alf 
tvays fucccedcd, aiid were enaBled to 
have fuch regard to their whole Duty, as 
God required the true Servants of God 
IB zWAodB^ have been endowed wy| (b 
much itrength as made them intirdPith 
God, and able to perform all tbit he 
would exad of them. Calei ^ and 5^- 
fbua fcllimoeJ the Lord wholly. Numb, 51. 
\%. David kept my conrn^ndmentSy faith 
God^ ^n<ii follmved me with all his hearty 
iRio- 14*8. Zachariah and Elizahetk 
tuere h^h righteom before God^ toalkit^ 
in all the 0rdiHim€s mtd commandments of 
the Lord bl^melefsj faith St. Luke^ Lm. 
i. 6. And what isfo expredy faid of all 
theib » i$ by plain Intimation implyed 
of aH others. They that areChriJi's, feith 
St. Paul^ have crucified the flcfb with the 
ajfe^ions^ Uiftsy Gal. $. X4. IfChrifl 
ie inyoUi, the body ijt dead becaufe (^ fin^ 
L e. Sin nmfi: have no more Service 
fronft it , than one would expe(9: from a 
dead man, but the fpirit is life becaufe 
of ri^teoufnefsy i. e. lives in righteous 
ways, jR^>^. 8. to. They who do no inuj^ity 
VMlk hthii w^s^V&\. 1 19. 3. 

Thufii is it a conftant thing in Scri- 
fiUMc account^ and Relations, and fo k 
wa5, and is ilill in aH folkywingAges, 

for 
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for God's fahliful Servams to Eaperi^ 
ment his FaithfuUiefs in this grand Pro- 
mife, and to be fiifficieotly auifted to do 
his Will, when t^ diligently and duly 
applied themfelves to the doing of it 
When they wifely and refblutely let 
thentifeives to it, and (hick to it, auid 
calt*d to him for help; he put to his Alf* 
mighty hand, and fhrengthned diem, to 
accompliih what they attempt^ ; and 
God's Promiie is flill the iame to ns, as 
it was to them, and he to the full, as 
inclinable, apd as able to make it good^ 
fa,is Ear is not grpriVn heavy that it can<* 
not hear^^nor ms arm Oiort or feeble that 
. it cannot help us. So tbat if we fol- 
low their Example, in wifely and 
faithfully endeavouring, we ihall happi: 
ly find their &icee&, in acceptably, and 
Entirely ob^ing too. 

Nay, ladd further, as the good Ex^ 
periment this Power in themfeives, iiiz. 
Of doing their Duty thro* God's aflift- 
ahce , and evidence the fame by their 
aduat performance thereof ; £o likewife 
do all the had confe& it, by repotting 
where they fail For there can te no re- 
pentance fbr a Sin^ where there was no 
pofliblity of avoiding it All r^entance 
is a blaming of our ielves; and no man 

can 
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can accufe hinifelf for Want of Power^ 
where he is not left to be his own Car-^ 
ver, but only for mitufe of it where he 
is. So that we can repent for nothings 
but what , had we been wife and wary 
enough, our own hearts tell us We 
' might have done other wife. If any men 
then, in hopes to dear themfelves, fiiall 
deny it in words j yet, whether they 
will or no, fliall they all confefs this 
Power in their Pradice. When they 
do ill, they repent of it; and that fhowsj 
how by the Grace of God, they might 
have done better, fmce otherwife they 
could only be pitied, not blam'd and cen-" 
lur'd for what they did. I come now 
in the 

3. And laft place to ftiow, that thii 
performance is (b far firom being an im- 
poffible Task, that 'tis not extreme dif^ 
ficult, when men fet to it in earrieft. 
By the Grace of God, and Care of pi* 
ous Parents, feveral good Souls are trained 
up as foon as may be, to the keeping of 
their Baptifmal Innocence, and perform 
ma nee of their folemn Engagements. 
They are taught to know God, and to 
fear him, to know good and ill; and in 
reverence to God, to do the good, and 
refuie the ill, as ibon as they are caps^ 

bte 
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blc of knowing any thing. Now here 
Heligion grows up with them, and cor- 
rupt Paffions and evil Cuftoms (whii?]^ 
arc other Peoples great Complaints aod 
/Difficulties) are ftifled and prevented 
fronithefirft, and never come to grow 
Head^ftrong, or have any Power to reign 
in them. So that what Difficulties they 
have to find in Reli^pn, are chiefly the 
Pains and Services of religious A<aion$i 
not thofe Self'^denials, and Mortification 
of corrupt Liifts and evilHabjts, which 
create io .much trouble to other Per- 
fbns. 

But the greateft part alas? have given 
way to their Lufts, .and fobjedled them- 
(elves to wicked Cuftoms, and their worj[( 
is not retaining Innocence, but^ recover* 
ing it, and rectifying and amending 
,Tranfgreffions ; now in amending . our 
Lives, and obeying God after we have 
made our (elves thus averfe to his Obe* 
dience, there is difficulty and pains at 
iirft. Our former Courfes and Cuftoms 
generally muft be glter'd, our Friends 
fometimes difobliged, our temporal In- 
tereft eroded and thwarted, and our na* 
tural Lulls formerly indulged, now gain- 
faid and conquered. All this is againft 
our inclination, which, is a force Qpon 
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diny man^ and that while it lads, witt 
make an uneafineis in Religion. Bat to 
cure this, God's Grace will be working 
in us^and New-^molding of our Natures; 
and by ufe we (hall grow perfeA and in- 
clineable to the good things, whicti we 
(et our felves to pradife. So that aftel" 
God's Grace, and our own vertiK)us Th 
fage, have gone on for fome due time, 
the Cafe will be altered, and Religion 
will appear not only a.reafbnable and b& 
heficial, but likewiie an agreeable thing. 
JDivine Aids, and good Cufioms, will 
give us a n^ fence of all our Duties, and 
tnake them almoft always fairlyrtolerable, 
and ufualiy delightful things. And thus 
our Lord encourages us to his Service. 
Take f9fy yoke upon you^ and karn of mei 
for my yoke iseafie and my burden light ^ 
Matt. 1 1. 19, 30. And St John fpeaking 
0fkeepinghiscommandment$^iot our Com- 
fortt adas>that thoie cornmandments are n$t 
grievouSy i Joh. y. 3. 

This 'tis plain pifr Saviour (ays, but 
how, may fome re^ly, doth it confiQi' 
with (unary Severities and Stridneiles 
Which his Law requires? For heenjo3m6 
as to mortifie our Lu(b, the Plainfolnds 
jvhereof is ekprefs d, By cutting off right 
bands y and plucking Mt right eyes ; to taki 



lK><viv><rff/l, Ot^ patiently fi^r Perfiat" 
tiom \ to toatch aitd firive^ ana wr^k 
ti^ainfi fpirittud inmies. Thefe are att 
llard dnngs^ aitd where there are Aich • 
Sevoritiesy aii^ heaVy LO^, how can 
W€ expbft to find, I wiii ncic 4y delight^ 
btit eafinefi, fiAcent ieems ftrange to ex* 
peA ^(^) under fuch uneaile Impoftti- 
otts, 

But lit anfwer td this I obierVe> that 
tiie(e aiid alt Hich like fjjaces ofScriptarO) 1 
{peak only either th^fDi^feukies of Re> 
li^ion in ibnKB lefs commofi Cafes, as 
'perfecutions, in which tt^ increaie of 
■1>ii£cttity 18 fd &nf Wef ed by a proportio- 
tiabie incre^ of Strengdi, as makes k 
A tolerable Task to encounter them r Ofj 
the HafdlfiMps oi k, at mens ne^ en- 
trance on ft, aftfir tfa^y had done much 
to uofitt^eoifelveis for it ; at which time 
as I faave&td, it doth call iot more Pains^ 
Or lafily, ^Kh diligent and juft QUre, 
, and watchfulnels afterwards, as admits 
JoS Comfort and Delight enough to 
^wvefien itcc^us. 

I. The iiaifckft things {i>okeri df Re- 
ligion cdncerh it only in Tome lefs com- 
ilion Cafes, as Perlecutions. To this 
Qa& ail ttofe hard Sayings relate : It is 

F z hardly 
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hardly poffijkle for a rich man. to ent^dnto 
the Kingdom of heaven .• i- e. To turn 
Chriftian> which was putiifti'd with Coch 
AfditiQa Qf Gpods ztjerufakm ; and Uk 
the Dilciplcs no other wAy of iaving a- 
py thing, than hyfeUiptg ally and h^rving 
all things common ; which in thofe days^ 
and all others like them, was an extream 
Difficulty, caird here an impoffibility, 

in the way of rich men. Matt. 19- ^h ^4* 
IftJifou wilt he perjeil felt aU that thou hafi 
and give to tht poor ; whjch refers I fup- 
:pore to that particular time, and other 
fuGc^difig times; lijce it, when if he would 
adhere to Cbrift^ a man could not keep 
hisEftate, f^ehzi. If any man will come 
after me; he muft take up his crofsy Matt. 
1 6. ^4. All that will live Godly in Chrifi 
Jflus^mufifuffer perfecutions^ x Tiraj^iz. 
J^e that will fave hi^ life, fhall hfe it^ 
and he muft be willing toUfe it for my 
fait; that would txp^&:foJnd it^Mztt. 
10. ^9. AH which ftri<9: Sayings, donot 
refpeia the ordinary courfe and ftate.crf 
Religion, but only its date in fome cc!> 
tain Occurrences, which more feldom 
happen, and under great Perfecutions, 
, which were very hot in the firft days ; 
when as our Saviour told them, they 
-could not he his Difciples^ without forfa- 

king 
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Mffg houfes ' and lands ^ and parents and 
iretbrtn j ^ta and their Pwn lives al/o, 
Luk. 14.269 33. : 

"^ But even in thefe Cafes and fuffering 
times, when Religion enjoyns fuch hard 
things, yet are hot they too hard for 
jood men ; the increafe of Difficulty is 
[o anfwered by a proportionabk increafe 
of Strength, as makes it no heavy, but 
a tderaUe Impofition. For things are 
h»d, or eafie in relation to our Strength, 
according as we are more or k(s able to 
deal with them. What is hard to a trip- 
ling, is eafie to a grown man ; and what 
would be an intolerable burden to an In- 
firm, is a very (upportable Load, toita 
Healthy, and Athletick perfon. And in 
thefe filtering days, when God adds to 
our Task, he adds alfo to our Strengths 
ib that we are {liUwell able to go thro' 
with it. TVben J am mak^{zy% St.Paul^ 
in difirejfes and perfecutiqtis of the fiejb 
for Chriftj then am IJlrong in Spirit to 
go thro* with them, % Cor. xx. 10. As 
the fufferings of Chrijl /fionnd in us ; fo 
proportionably our confolation abpundetb 
hy ChriJlyX Oat. i.f. 

In extraordinary Tryalj God is f^th- 
fuly faith StPaul^ iCor. 19. 13. ^d 
will afford extraordinary Affiftance^sj 
, . , F 3 and 
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afld then howerver ^rd their Cdft txtaif 
be kx^ed upon by others, wllofee on^ 
at a dUianc^ it will appear fairly tokr»> 
t^ and fupportaUe $ nay full of Comfort 
to theml&lv€$ j as riie numerous Army 
of Martyrs, and Confefibrs have cxxny 
fortaUy experienced ; who were enabled 
not only to bear, but as the Apo(ile I 

* aCofcia ^^' * ^* ^^^ pleafiir* ht ueeij^ks and 
,a ' J^rejitt fir Chrtfi i T^t who C00I4 
^fing; and (bmetimes fi^yce, ^oid &y, 
they felt no Pain ev«n in the hotteft 
flan^te. Sd that take even Ftrfecttoon^ 
for God and a good €oi»fdenoe ; for any 
iiril, or fecond Table Panes, wind) 
JSe^ the hardeft Gaiie i; andthe gresteft 
Hardfliip in th&t is fartheft oC, and men 
iiiow leafl; of it. But whso good men 
are call'd put to (li^r for righteoufiKfi; 
kke, and acttiete to their Duty in^ola^ 
H% and rdy 00 <}od, and intirely com-' 
i^ themfelves to him in fsMii dt^ 
<charge of thd "feme, they find ludi A£^ 
ififtances of Orace, as renders theot 
Itrong enou^ for what he calls theifn 
iaj they cadnot only bear, butthro^ * 
the rich iupplies of fputitual Oomforts^ 
t^ Applaufe of a good Confbience, and 
*fie joyful profpe(S^ ^f a vaft inqreafe of 
fnt^ipe recomtfeofes* for ^irSorplulagQ 



nor extream f)ljfficuk. 7 *. 

ef prefent Scr6!»'ings, they can take plea- 
itire and rejoycc therein ; counting fuch 
l.o(!es for a good Confcience, to be tlieir 
greateft and tmeil Gain ; ^nd that God , 
itiftead of being hard upon them, is 
therein moft kind , and beneficent to 
them. 

X. Other Hardihips attributed to Re- 
ligion coQcero only mens new Entrance 
upon it, after they hive done much to 
' xxnfk themfelves iter it, when indeed it 
requires more Pains. And to this we 
may refer all thole Scriptures, which 
(peak of cutting off right hmJs^ and 
pluckif^ mt right eyesy Lc* Calling ^ay 
all evil Habits and Inclinations which 
are very near and dear to us, Matt.^. ^ 
^9>30* Of mortifying mr McnfhrSyi^kb / 
are upon the earthy Col. 3. f. and the like, 
Theft are Difficulties at our fir ft En- 
trance on the Amendment of evit Couiv 
{e^j for then we throw off all finfiil Lufb 
. and Inclinations. It is veiy painful at the . 
firft, but ufe makes it edier afterwards. 
^ Cuftom redifies our Indinations, and 
P begets a new Nature, and reconciles us 
to thofe things, whereto we were very 
,avcrfe before, fo that the Hardfhip which 
theft make in Religion, is only when wp 
"*^ be]^ tl^e wprk of Repentance and A- ^ 

^ F 4 mend:. 
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mendmentt And tho' it be harder then ; 
yet even at that time it is a tolerable 
thing. It Employs our Strength, but it 
doth not excede it. For when we do 
a little, God ftill enables us to do more^ 
^nd To carried us on by degrees, till at 
laft we have Strength enough to Con- 
quer. And as we grow flrongcr, our 
Duty grows eafier, till it advances at 
laft beyond an eafe , into a pleafiire. 
So that this Difficulty is both tolerable 
while it continues, and befides it is fbon 
over. 

3. Other places of Scripture, deno- 
ting the Hardihips of Religion, expre/s 
only fuch diligent and juft Care and 
Watchfulnefs thro' our whole Courfe, 
as admits of Comfort and Delight er 
nough to (weeten it to us. And to this 
we may refer thpfe Texts which require 
us to watchy Mark 13. 37. And to giv€ 
♦ Luk 13. all diligence^ x Pet. 1.5, lo. To ^ firive^ 
tW4. '^^^ '\lahour and the like. Religion is 
i i. * ' not the effed of dbing nothings nor eter- 
nal Life a prize that can be gain'd by lar 
zy carelefs men. It requires Pains . in i 
gll at firft, yeia much arid great Pains in 
thofe who have once corrupted them- ^ 
fel ves, by contrary Lufts, and wicked 
.^uftoms ; Api^ i^ aifg require^ ^ cori- 
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ftafic Care and'Watchfulnels for a/^er af- 
terwards. But this Care and . Labour is 
iHoderate. It faif ly comports, not ocjXy 
with the neceffary bpfineis, but alfo with 
the prudent, convenient and moderate 
DiverftonS) ^nd Entertainments of this 
Life, fo that our minding it will not 
force US to negled our outward Com- . 
jforts. It is reasonable in de^ee$, not 
holding US up at the utmoftlhretch of 
our Faculties : Put will do our work, if 
it dp but eqijal opr Care and. Pains, fcnr 
the Interefts and Enjoyments, of ^his 
world, which Pains men are; very well 
content to take without ever complain*' . 
ing of the Hardftiip of thena. For, if 
we are any thing near fo intent uppn 
doing our Duty , zs ordinarily we are 
,upon the getting an Eftate, and will, 
watch the Opportunities of doing good, 
as we do of growing rich or great j it 
will abundantly fuffice fpr jt And be- 
fides ast this Lal^pur of Vertue^ is in it 
ielf very modjerate;; fo has it; miuiy Ac- 
ceflbry Comforts,, and Confidcrations, 
^» which greatly f\yeeten and recommend 
it to us. It gives us at prefent the ap- 
plaufe of a good Confcience, and makes 
ys pleas'd and fatisfied with our felves, 
^^4 pljerilh?s, OTjr Jtot, ^i^Jj ^he Joyful 

hope 
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hope of fswrm) Life and Ifof^inc^. Aad 
when att the Pliins we ttmvs (6 pt^ 
fingtoourfetvts, and witb^ profpe^, 
it wilt not 01^ be fdund an ei^ bat a 
delight toa 

And thus I have endeavoar'd from 
thefe words^ to a^ this great and ne- 
cei&y Eneooragemoic to all attempts in 
Kfl^pon, viz. That by the Grace c^ 
€%rift enabfir^ them, (Hen (hall be fbre 
to (uGoeed in them^ if thlsy »e not 
wantii^ to themfelve^. And that wlien 
men continae widced,and &y, they cao- 
ooe help if, they urge a ihameM and 
very folfe Prttotce. And the Ibtn of 
what I have urged againft t^s Plea is 
^bas; They generally complain mofl di 
the iflspolSbility of obeying God, who 
kaft endeavour to ob^ him; or who 
endeavtmr wrong , without ufing tho& 
(it means, whoieby they fliould become 
obe^nt; or when they ufe rig^ means, 
endeavoilr but by halves, and do not go 
thro* with their Endeavours; whoe* 
as would they endeavour diligently, and 
dilcreetly, and ince(£tntly for this Obe- 
^nce, as they do for other things, they 
might be (ore to fiieceed, becaufe God 
commands find esh(»ts th«n to it, and 
ProBMl^ by his Grace to help them 

' therein. 



I _ 

nor extream Difficult. 

therein, and good men ; who have en- 
deavoured thus, either now or hereto- 
fore, have adhially by (uchEndeavoun, 
performed the fame. Nay, if th^ will 
be perfwaded to make tj^ Experiment, 
they will find it is not only a poffiUe, 
but after (bme time at leaft an agreeable 
Service : And that in all the parts of it, 
it is a tolerable, in moft an eme; andin 
many, a moft pleaftifable and delight- 
ful thing. 

God Grant, that as by his Grace affift- 
ing us, we have ajl the Power ; lb we 
may likewife haVe the Will and Heart to 
niake a right ufe thereof ; and accom- 
]di(h that Obedience, which he fo fin- 
cerely and earneftly defifes we fliould ; 
and will moft gladly Enable us upon oqr 
l)oneft Endeavours to perform. 
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DISCOURSE III. 

« 

How to form fuch a Purpo(e of ila- 
cef e Repentance, and entire Obe- 
dienccas will be effectual for this 
Pqrppfc. , 



On A.&i 11.2). M exhorted them 

all, that with purptfe of hearty 

. they vfouM ck<0^ itnto th. Lord. . 

.■' ' y ■ ■ ■ 

WHEN fomeof thofeOirim- 
ans, who w^re difpbrs'd a- 
broad /up6n the Death of 
SsLSicpbcHi came (o Jntiocbj and upon 
their Preaching , Multitudes Believed • 
th6 Church of Jerufalem fent but Barna- 
has ; that he ihould go and confirnic 
them in the ne«r Gourle of Life which 
they had undertaken • and in the Hol^ 
Faith which they had received, and this 
be doth in the words of the Text ; Who 
token he came and had feen the Grace 

of 
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9f God. was ££»/, and exhorted tbeui 
attf &C. 

' By cteofoing to the Lord we may un> 
deriUnd, ito^oaiy adhornggto Ood, itnd 
the Ctuifttan R^^on, iii oppofition td 
the JewUh WQrihi{v, «iid to siU falfe 
Godv vaA Heatben Idok ; i Point very 
tiecewr}r to bepieflU, wkiai the^ Icw^ht 
Converts;, UBOB%fM>t uiAGomii«t. 

Not only adhering to Go^lrXriith^ 
tvhen they grow hazardous, a ttrlng' v6^ 
ry reguiilte to be inculcated under ap- 
proacningTryals,and in diflScult times : 
But aiia.adfaeriog to .iyi|i m Vertv^ omcf 
llolinefi^in oppofition to i wicked -Life; 
ft things mod: indifpeiifibly jredulrec^ and 
fit toi^bd ftodtodly urged id all tithes. 

In adhering thus to God in a vertu- 
oiM CQWs(e^ we .ibftli ; nleoc with many 
- piificnltieS} and be ^t to deny our 
felve^aitd very Ufaely otiwrs too, whom 
either out of iomc feflsporalSipeAadr 
jOQ, or Afio^^ion, we gladly would com*- 
'^ly withal ; and thi$ i$ enou^iioil^ 
ger our C^oice^ and to draw our hearts 
oS from God,«uiie($ they ore iiiUy boot: . 
DpoB his ways, and lout to him by a 
lixt Refolution and ileady Purpofe^ 
Obedience. And that ii» Apome calls 
for in t!us place^ from thofe who wtte 

engaged 
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inr, afld wonki go onwittt God's 
Sovtee, He Mxhtrted tbem aS that witk 

the JLord. 

My dofigii fr(Mn tkefe words is to 
iliew, hov to fimn iidi a ReftAation c^ 
new LiSSf wsd psaitoiidoi Puipofe, is 
may both fit us in, and aifo cairy us 
liuo' wit^ iGod's Soiv^ $ and this may 
Ibdm moft nede&ry to lie kififlod oQ) 
becanfetfae far greanftfait of peniiea' 
cial Purpofes M off before^ tiiey Inve 
wroogtic an anfwerable PraAiae. So 

daeir Defi^, and how in a^mtctf £idi 
etemai naoorait, we cqay preveHC ntf* 
caniitiB^ 

ft isaocaUliolyfteiolutiDqjiifaacinll 
overcome oor Lama, and fcoe^ us tR» 
CO our Maker 9pua&, dl l^enqMatiom. 
if it is weaiE or iv«rering, idie Soffit 
tatkMis of ouroid fneadi ^xritt qnddy 
idteT) or die firet^th of g^ l^empta^ 
tions ovoT' power it. If it s dnefly for 
iroEnoie f uraritie^ and ovetwloolcs what 
IB liftsBe at ktnd, it wifl aiilow us to be 
widoid lor die prtfient. If k be made 
oafy to agood Mood, and die ab&oce 
of Tamptaciaiis, itwiUootfieffusout 
wfaenweaomeunclertfaelin. If ic were 

ralh 
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rafiLimd hafly, without a tliie foteG^ 
tod^Cdnfideration ix)th.of the I^^ 
wad theBifficidticf !which wensfblv'd 
upoOy it Will be quafli'd^ when Hard^ 
fliips come that were not expected : If 
thisRefdhitiontis'tJQD indulgent aboiit 
meansand Expedidicies^.and not fbiA 
enoi^h^g^niliall occafionsi of Sin ; it 
leaves optefi a BackKidbr to let iaiiiaay 
damnableOffdnces ; and on the other 
fide; i( it is indifcreetly rigorcMis id 
thefib Points^ it will prove a fiiare to us) 
if 4t is only a tranijientAdy .and is not 
frequently, repeated^ and renewed again, 
in a little time it will pafs* ofT^ from us. 
A reCplution of Amradment may prove 
inefiedive and mU^carry upon all thefe 
Grounds,;^ as i& daily feen in the good 
Purpoies of awakened ; Sinners, which 
are ever and a^on raisd in them bySick- 
ne& oribme aifeifling Providence^ but 
vaniflt ^d come to nothing , ere th^y 
have vv^rought the Reformation, wbidb 
they Were defigaedfor. 

When our Confeiences are awakened 
then, with a frightful fenft of our Sins, 
and we think (eriouflypf reforming, and 
leading new Lives , great Care miuft 
be taken (o td fix the bent of our hearts^ 
and to, form fuch a penitential Purpoie, 

as 
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as may take e^d^ and bear us out in 
performing what we have deiigp^. And 
this I thmk will be well provided for, 
in i^ieie Particulars. 

Firfi^ Our Refolueiott df a new Lifo 
mufi be confiderate, and well advis'd. 

SeconJly^t mud t^ without all relerve 
full and perfeft. 

Thirdly ^t muft be adequate toall time^ 
or a Refblution to forfake Sin» not only 
hereafter, butinftantly, and now atpre- 
fent, not only when we are out of Temp- 
tationsybut alfo when we are under them i 
not only when we cannot Ad: our Sins, 
but alfo when we can Ad and repeat 
them too. 

FwrtUj^t mud not only be upon the 
Duties, but alfo upon the means and 
helf^ of Duty, not only ag^nft the Sins 
but againfl; the Inducements and Occa* 
(ions, that lea4 to fin likewife. And 
that being once well form'd, it may ne-^ 
ver wear off, but laft thro' all times. 

fifthly^ mud not only be a tranHent 
A61:, but oftentimes repeated, and r^ 
newed tliro* our whole Lives* 

I. To form (uch a Refolution of a 
new life as may belike totakeefied, 

G it 
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it muft not be a raih atxi indeliberate 
Adty but well advis'd and confideiate. 

When fome extraordinary Providen- 
ces, as great Lodes and Dangers, or fe- 
vere fnmrt and Sicknefs, have awakened 
mens donfciences, and jfill'd ihem with 
a great and painful Dread of God s de- 
(erved wrath ; to cure that Dread they 
refblve withput more ado, to pleafe him 
\ by a gOdd Life ; never confidering what 
that is, ^r what Pains it coft^ or whe- 
ther it .hay not prove fudi a Remedy, 
as afterwards they will Fancy worfe than 
the Difeafe it felf. And when they are 
thus raih and tinadvifed in refolving on 
it, they quickly repent of fiich Refblu- 
tions, when they find it worfe than they 
imagined 9 and meet with Hardfliips 
which they never exped:ed* 

Ta prevent this Sicklinefs in our Re- 
(blutions of a good Life then it is ne- 
ceflary, that we view and confider it 
Well, what it is, and what Pains it re- 
quires, before we make them^ and look 
. on all fides to (ee, both wliat may di& 
courage us from, and what may move 
us to them* And this our Saviour has 
plainly direded in two Similitudes; that 
of a Builder y who before he begins, con- 
fides whether he have enough to 6* 

niihj 
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liifli ; and ' that of a Khig making war^ 
who fitft confults, whether he^isftrong 
-ciiGfitigh at leaft to defend himfelf, tf not 
to corKpter ; for fpeaking to thofe, who 
lefemed defir ous t6 become hiis Difciples, 
he inftroas them firft to ccAifider, what 
they are going to undertake, in thefe 
twb P«rables. T^hich of you , fiiys he, 
4ktenJing ta huili a Tower ^ fitteth not 
^WH^tft^ And count eth the coft^ ivhether 
4^^ have fi^cient to .finifb it ? Or what 
ki4fg goikg to War^ fitteth not down firfly 
iihd'edftfulteth whether be le ahie with ten 
thoufttnd to meet him that cometh againfi 
him ivith tioenty thoufand ; {o that he may 
proceed not to fight but feek a Peace, if 
fe find his numbers are iti that Dit 
proportion, Luk. 14. 28, ^ t. 

Thus when we refolve upon a good 
Life, if we would have that Refolutiorj 
take effecft, we muft confider and weigh 
weil what we do before we make it. 
We muft bethink our felvesand attently 
^iew, what that good Life is which we 
telblvc uponr • and alfo what reafon we 
have to refolve upon it ; and when we 
have thus confidered all before, there is 
the iefs caufe to fear, that ^riy thing ' 
which weinect withal afterwards, (hould 
inake «s alter, or recede from it. 

G X We 
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We muft bethink our felves and cofi- 
(ider, what that good Life is which we 
refblve upon. It is not mough that we re- 
folve in the generaljto be good, but in our 
thoughts we muil iurvey the particular 
Inftances of Goodne£sL that fo, if we 
ftick at any of them, we may give it all 
its weight at tiifft;^mdthat arter we have 
oncerdoived, it may not. cauie us to 
ilart t^ck from it. When we return to 
God then, to live as he has required, we 
rauft run over the ieveral Duties where- 
in we {land bound to God, our Neigh- 
bour and our felves, and obferving all 
the Particulars, ask our (elves, whether 
we are willing to perform all of thein 
for his fake. And if we refolve to da 
them, after we have taken luch particu- 
lar notice of them, this Refolution is 

^ Kke to do fome good, and we may ex* 
ps£t the defired efie(9: from it. And 
when we have thus (erioufly confidered, 
what a good Life is, we muft next poix* 
fider wlmt great reafbn we have to re^ 
iblve upon it, and what thofe things are, 
which may either difcourage us from it, 

^ or excite us to it. To DUcourie particu^ 
larly upon d^efe, wouldofit felf befuf- 
ficient, for a Sermon, and therefore up- 
on this Point, I ihall barely mention 
riiem. As 
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As for the Difficulties which may di& 
cooragp. Qs , they are (uch as thefe% 
When we enter upon a good Life, we 
^^&& in a Courtey wherein for feme 
time till u& has made us Matters of it, 
we mufl: undergo the Toyl of Inexpert-* 
ne(s , and Ad contrary to our forfner 
Cuftoms, and lay reftraint upon our na- 
tural Inclinations, and (;ontend daily a- 
gainfl: thc^ importunity of Temptations, 
and (bmetimes it may be, lofe our 
Friends, and diflerve our temporal Inte* 
refts ; all which are uneaiie, and di& 
couraging Confiderations. 

Indeed, if by the Earlinels of his G>n- 
verfion , and by the advant^es of his 
place and (bition (his Lot being caft in 
innocent Employments, and among good 
men) and by tne irertuous bent or his ' 
natural Temper and Complexion, (an 
invaluable Gift, which God beftows on 
ibme PerRxis) a mans Soul is original- 
ly difpoled, and timely iecured to Holi- 
nels ; he will find little trouble in thefe 
things, nor be much pain'd, or hindrad 
by them, from the firft entrance. And 
if he has not beenbleft, in all the(e Par- 
ticulars, to take off all Hardihip from 
the iirft, yet will he have this to miti- 
gate, and fweeten all the Labour, whicl^ 

G } he 
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he lays out upon them; the Toyj he 
undergoes is for the fake of one^ who 
has endured far. more for him, and infi- 
nitely deferved it of him, and if there is 
no want in his endeavour, by the help 
of God he fhali be (ure to conquer them j 
and to reap a prefent Content of Mind, 
and Peace of Confcience after every 
ConflicSt with them, and in the end to 
gain the everlafting Joys of Heaven by 
them. And when he has been, ufed to 
them a little while, u(e will take offall 
theHafrdihip, and then inftead of being 
burden d by the ungrateful Duties, he 
fhali begia to like them, and take a Plea* 
fure therein. All which are great Abate-* 
ittents of the forefaid Diificulcies, and 
very tflcduraging. 

But let a good Life be difficult and 
uneafie as it will, when Hell fire is 
threatned to a wicked Life^ that fure is 
incomparably more difficult ; arid a rea- 
fort for usto refolve to be good beyond 
all Gontradidion. For if the fight of 
iPain muft diibourageusfromany Courfe, 
i am fure Hell fire has infinitely the mof^ 
of it; and if Eafe and Happineis may- 
be any Induceineat , the Eafe and Hap7 
jrinefc of Heaven, can never in any de- 
gree bereauali'd ; fo that if v^^tiouHy 

COHf 
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confidery and look upon eternal Tor- 
ment as inieparaUy annexed to eve* 
ry Sin; and on endleft Joys as tbefure' 
Reward of our being intirely obedient ; 
they are an anfwer to all Temptations 
in the World, and bear down'eyefy op- 
pofite Argument, and will make us re- 
fplve to lead aHoly Life, Be the DL^- 
cukies or Difcouragemerits that attend it^ 
what they wHl/ 

Thus muft our penitential Purpofe be 
no raih and (udden^Ad:, but deliberate 
and well ad vis'd ; when we refbl ve to 
lead a Holy Life ; we muft ferioufly con- 
fider with our felves what (^Qp^loiy Life 
imply s, and what reafon we tfeve tore- 
fblve upon it ; attently viewing, both 
what may difcourage us from it, and al- 
fo what , nbtwithftaoding that Dififou- 
ragement, may and will induce us to it. 

a. The Second Qualifications of a pe- 
nitential Purpofe is, that it ffiuft be with- 
out all referve full and perfed. 

When we refolve to amend our Lives, 
and become good, we muft not except 
any Duties, for God excepts none, nor 
refer ve to pur (elves an allowance of any 
Sins, for God forbids, and moft (eyere- 
ly punifties all forts of Sin. Our Refo- 
Jution muft know no other limits but 
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our Duty, and extend to every thing 
which God has required of us. And 
this compafs of religious I'tarpofe the 
Conunandment exprefly caMs for , 
when we are enjoy n^d to kve God with 
aB , our heirts^ Luk. lo. %j. For if we 
keep a (ecret refer ve for any fin, our 
heart is given but by ; halves to God, 
and is not whole with him. Jehu wdk'J, 
not in the law tf God with aB his hearty 
fays the Scripture, and the Proof is gi- 
ven, becaule he had a refer ve in one 
Point, and df parted, not from the fins of 
Jeroham^ % Ku). lo. 3 1. but Davids fays 
Godf foJUwed me with aU bis heart; ^hich 
app^'d, bc^aufe he did that only whick 
' V ^^&* in mint eyes ^ I Kin. 14. 18. and 
What is Olid in thi^ Ca^ the Pfalmift 
^ exprefles more univer/ally of all others 
they feek the Urdwith their whole hearty 
who do no iniquity^ Pfal. 1 1 91. %, \. 

Thus muft our penitential Purpofes 
be foil and intire with God, ' not fticking 
at any thing he has enjoyn'd,^ nor allow- 
ing of thing any his Law forbids us ; and 
therefore, thofeRefbl vers mu{| not think 
they have finifh'd, but only begtin the 
Work,who have not renounced all but on* 
|y the greateft part,and (lill referve them- 
fclvcf for fpme jwticular Sins j wjiich 
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are deep rooted in their natural Tem- 
pers, or clofcly interwoven with their 
m^y of life and bufinefi; yd^ or for 
fome particular times, and Ads of any 
itti^ rdolvingagainfl: it in all Cafes, £ive 
only when 'tis powerfully recommended * - 
by IcHne great Tehiptations ; whilft they 
rdblve thus by hdves, they muft needs 
perform and obe^ by halves too. 

3. A Third Qualification of a peni- 
tential Purpofe , is that it be adequate 
to all times, or a Reiblution to forfake 
fin,not only hereafter, but inftantly and 
nbw at pretent ; not only when we are 
out of Temi^tations, but alfo when we 
are under theni ; not only when we can* 
not a£t them, but a^fb when we can a<% 
and repeat them too/ 

I. It raufjt be aRefblution to forfake 
fm, not only hereafter, but infiantly and 
now at preient. When mens Confciences 
are afir ighted with t|ie fenfe of their (ins» 
and are made to fee the neceflity of Re- 
pentance, yet thinking that they may 
repent at any time, and defiring to en- 
joy the Pleafiires pf fin as long as they 
can, topleafe their Lufts, they will ven- 
ture to (in on for fbme time,andto pleafe 
God too in the end i ref6)ve afterwards 
to repent of tfiem. They will fulfil 
* thew 



their wicked Lufts while thtey " («€ &» 
Ifeilth, and amend when they conie Up- 
on their Sick-beds ; they will enjoy al| 
the Liberties of Vice in the yigbropts 
days of youth, and grow feverely vercth 
otiS when they are Bowed down by the 
infirmities of old Age. Or if they area- 
fraidtodiefer thewprk of Reformation, 
fo long, left in the mean time Death pre^ 
vent them; jret Will they venture ftill to 
put it off a little longer, and not fet a- 
bout it (uddenly, butddky it tin the next 
Sacrament, or till fbm6 folemn time 
come. 

But now as to this Dilatorii^ in mens 
penitential Purpofes ; fo far is it from be- 
ing an A6t of true Repentance, that in* 
deed 'tis only an Art and Subterfuge for 
ipens invpenitencc. For whilft we re- 
folve only to repent hereafter, 'tis plain 
we intend to continue wicked ftill at pre- 
fent ; nay what is more, we are in very 
great "Danger, when that future time is 
come, to continue wicked then alfo. For 
if we delay it till Death or Sicknels feize 
us, in all Likelihood, we fhall neither 
have time, nor power for it. And if we 
put it off tin old Age, we ftiidil then have 
far greater Difficulties, and puch le6 
5trenjgth to ftt about it. Nay, if we de* 
' - fer 
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fer k to aay time yet abient, befides cur 
dying in the m^an Seafon, which may 
j»rcvent our doing what we intenrd, we 
fhall find as great, or greatei" Hiodirances 
then, than we do now. 

If we delay it Kay, till De^th aiKi 
Sicknefs feize us, in all Likeli^hodd we 
fliali have neither time nor pdv*'er for it; 
Indeed, if God fo pleafe he can work Re- 
pentance in us, when thert i s the Jeaft 
time for it, and by thepowci;^f his Al- 
mighty Spirit, both begin an id finifli the 
Change in us in an insane. And that men 
may not quite defpair in any State; one 
Cafe we have upon Record, wherein he 
' did thus,and that was in the thief upm the 
Crofs^ who was reclaimed ^ *nd converted 
to God, at the laft momenot,i:^^.a34^. 
So that there is no preftjribing to thij 
power of Godjwhen he is. willing* to erri-i 
ploy k;:: itt e Favours, and 

work wonders in reclainjiiog, and rege- 
nerating us all at once ; whereas his or- 
dinary way is to do it by more leifure^ 
ly and gradual Motions. 

But whatever there mey be in thofe 
rare Cafes, wherein God works by un-? 
wonted and cxtraordirtjtf^ Grace; yet 
Recording to ordinary kules , ^nd the 
Coqde of things, we arc not lUicly to 
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bavie either time or power fufficient to 
rq)efit, if we delay it till our Death- 
beds. The Alteration of a whole Life^ 
and long Courfe of fin , requires much 
time, aqd a vigorous, and diligent Appli- 
cation; for ordinarily we cannot re- 
trench our finful Habits, but by an op* 
V pofite Courfe and Ufage; we cannot 
turn theByafs of our Natures, and the 
bent of our corrupt f nclinatioils, but by 
flrong and frequent Exercife ; the Du- 
ties which we are to perforn^, are very 
Dumero!^ in Particulars, and in the or- 
diiiary way we cannot attain, and be- 
come habitually inclinable almoft to a- 
ny one, till after many Anions and re- 
peated Tryak When we have a whole 
l,ife to alter and reform i and muft mor- 
tifie, many natural Lu0s, and root out 
many habitual Sins, and acquire as ma- 
ny Vertues, which are not only very un- 
couth, but q^fite and repugnant to 
our Ificlipatiorjis ; we have a long and 
fludious wprk that lies upon us, and that 
requires both much time, and much Free- 
dom, aqd Fitnei$ in all our Faculties, and 
how can we expaft that upon our Death- 
bed ? For then our time is Ihort, and all 
our Faculties enfeebled and opprefled » 
which utterly iinfits them tQ be held ei- 
ther 
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ther much or long employed ; fb that 
if we delay our Repentance till Death 
ieize us, in all Probability we ihall never 
thorowly repent at all 

Again, if we delay our Repentance 
till old Age, we fhJl have then, far 
greater DiHkulties, and much le(s 
Strength to (et about it . 

ThevDifficulty which we have to con- 
quer will then be greater. For by our 
continuance in fin, all thoie things are 
ffarengthned and confirmed, which make 
our return difficult ; for ail our fmful Ha- 
bits are confirm'd by Pradice, and all 
our natural Lufts are heightned by In- 
dulgence i fo that our continuance doth 
nothing elie but add to the Difeale, and 
make it harder to be cured afterwards. 

And as it heightens the Difficulties, fo 
it impairs our Aids, and leaves us much 
le& Strength to fet about Amendment. 
For by every Repetition of an evil Adh 
on, our Conlciente of its guilt is the 
more extinguifh'd, and the good S'pi- 
rit of God is the more alienated from 
us, and provok'd the more to withdraw 
himfelf, and abandon us ; and our own 
C^onfcience, and Gods Grace, aivi the 
very things, which muft recover las out 
of our fuifui, ftatc, if ever we do reco^ 

ver 
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ver out of it : So that to defer i^pertt- 
ing to old Age, is only to put it off, till 
we have contrd<3:ed the ^tateft f piritual 
Impotence, and till ^a is grown moft 
flrong and potent In' m ; which is not 
the way to reclairti us from, but to fe^ 
cureusfafl; inwickednefs. 

Nay^ if we wQrul not defer' repent- 
ing, till our Death-bed, nor till we are 
grown old, but onXy, till the next Sacra- j 
gient, or fome other time yet diftant ; 
yet even of this delay I mufl: obfcrve^ , 
that befides our dyjing in the mean Sea^ 
fon, which may prevent our doing what 
we intend^ if we put it off m any time 
beyond the prefeiit, we fliali find as great 
Of greater Hindrances then, than we do '*A 
now ; for that which hinders us from ' 
an adtual Reformation now, is only the 
uneafinefs of the work ; and if we take 
^time only to (in more , that, as I have j 
jbferv'd, is the way to iricreafe that un- ' 
fmefs, but not at all to leflen or abate ) 
il^\ We have no Exception againfl; the I 
preVent time, but only becaufe it is pre- ' 
fcnti and becaufe we would have diffi- 
cult rhings always future, arid far diftant ! 
fromvus; and that -Exception will lie 
tquallW againft all other times, wheri i 
they Ci\>me to be prefent too* Nay, 'twill ' ^ 
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li^. againft them :muchr more: 5 b^canfe 
.tha longerwe put ofTthi^di^cuk work, 
tjbe htr^ will it be 9,% l»ft when we 
cooie CO i( ; the Hadihips d^jly grow- 
iog. upon our hands, and encreafing h]r 
contuniance in ja 0)uri^ of wickedne(s. 
So that when by reafbnc^f the Difficult 
iQf .i3f an entire Refonnatioh f i^^en deferr 
it t^adift^nt time, they will find to their 
Cp(l, whea tha(t trme comes, > that the 
iaiHs PifEculties are (lUi in force; yea, 
have more added to them, tomake them 
delay it» yet. a little longer ; and , that 
whiah liindred them at firll ; if it be ac- 
k^iowlodg'd d fufiicient hindrance, will 
equally, nay, much more hinder them, 
for ever laftei^w : And this St. Aufiifi m- 
genioufly CoofeOes he found 

^tVbfH J \ delay d repent Ui^^ * PMfefem dfcebam, 
fayshfi^Jji^dyet a little vifhile^ ?^^ > «ce modo ,' 
^mtlfen. agam^ a 4ittle whtle, modo & modo/ nw 

and then I will repent : tiU at habebanc jnodum. 

lafi I found i if Ig^e puiy to 

thefe little, whiles ^ they would he infinite 

andMfi ^Im^s. 

Tnus if men would repent in earned, 
and have their holy Purpofes talve any 
good ESh^Sy they muft re(bl ve to! do it 
out of hand, and not delay it till their 
Sick-bed, or fome Qtho: time yet diftant 

They 
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They are too kte in all reafixi to have a 
work of that necelfity and importance yet 
to b^in; and tliey may well be tte fiu^ 
tfaer m>m it,but cannotexpeft to be more 
able' or likely to be^ it at anctther Sea- 
fixi. The prefent time is only that whidi 
they can call their own, and that M/hen- 
in they are liketo go on mod; eafily,aad 
furely with the work of Refinrmatioa. 
So that when they relblve to repent, the 
only wife Courfe is to refolve to do it 
inflantly, and ufe ho delays at all. 

But befides this, That our penitential 
Purpofe muft not only be to repent at 
lome time hereafter, but inftandy now 
at prefent : It is necef&y, 

X. That it h6 made againft our (ins, 
not only M/hen we axe out of Tempta* 
tions,but alfi> when we are. under them: 
Not only when we cannot Ad them, but 
alio when we can s/Gt and repeat than 
too. 

' Some men are very zealous againft 
their fins, whilft they have no Tempta- 
tion to them ; but their Indignation is^ 
quite cold, and all their Refentment is 
laid afide; when once they have. Thqr 
are never angry with them, but when 
they are at a diftance, and are melted 
down again into Love and Coo^diance, 

when 



When once they c6rtieto afefcbtiB ]M€p^ 
tog* Their holy PiiiTpoi^ are dot dur- 
ing to arty ftrength of-iheif "^frtiiods 
C<Mividipns, but only to^ the ^feftdc^qf 
Unfiii Inducements i fo that a& fckm:^ 
they return upon chern, they iM%r.2ckKH 
gether, the fame men, as unrefblvedj^ add 
unreclaimed as they were 1)efore. ^ 

And others are firmly fet agaihll: fovA^ 
(ins only/ whilft they « are incapacitated 
for them ; but idilantly revolt, \^hdi 
they are able, and prepared to return d> 
to them again. A fit of ficknefs^^ti8B 
cooFd the flakes of Luft, or duird^.the' 
edge of Appetite ; and \yhi)ft thc^ ai^ 
in this impotent Eftate^ th^y canofify 
refolve a^mft intemperance' aiidiud- 
cleannels; becaufe tijey are not fit toun-, 
dergo them^ nor can takb any .pleafbrd 
in them ; but if once their bodily lildiP 
petition is amended, having reeo^red 
to the fame Defires, they are fetasmucli 
upon the (amePradices as er^. Their 
good refolutipn was oWhig only to the 
weakiiefs of Nature, and io vanifhes:)&i 
Courfej when it becomes vigorous affif 
ftrong again*^^ . , . ?;r 

But a good refblmion is lilade for ^ 
hour of XenxptatioQ ; it is to te qti^ 
ili'ength and guard and is then liubfl 

H efpecr-; 
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And when we have thus confiderate- 
ly refolv d to lead new LiVes, and have 
refoljred it without refove in all Points ; 
and that too in all times^ both at pre- 
ient, and for the future in Temptati- 
ons and oi^t of them J and that upon the 
^!(ean^ as ^ell as upon the Duties/ and 
a^injOtvthe pccafions, as well as againfl: 
the fi^s : .When our penitential purpofe, 
I iay, IS thus qualified in all thefe Particu- 
lars , to make it flrong and per(evering 
in all times,' we mud: take care, 
. ' S^f^^Jj That it be not only atrimfient 
AQ:; but oftentimes repeated and re- 
newed through our whole Lives. 

As for the frequency of this renewM ; 
there can be < no fixt bounds kt to aH 
tempers and dates of Penitents, but that 
muft be determin'd by the meafure of 
their 2^eal for God ; and the neceflities 
of their own Souls. When at any time 
they relapfe into any wilful fin, they 
tnuft renew their refolution particularly 
againfl it» before they-cpme to ask JPar- 
don for it ; becauie God will not pardon 
any wilful Sin, till we have particularly 
tepeinted of it. And when they come to 
,the Holy Sacrament, which is a renewal 
Of the whole Baptifmal Covenant; it 

may 
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may be very fit and advifeable, that at 
fome times through all their Lives, but 
much oftner whilft their falls are more 
frequent, and their ftate more doubtful, 
they renew their Vows and penitential 
Engagements upon all the particular 
heads of Duty, and againft all known 
fins whatlbever. And to be prepared e» 
very day, againft the fms, which they 
are lyable to incurr in the conftant Courfe 
of Life and Converfation ; they may do 
^well to repeat their refblutions againft * 
all probable Temptations of that day e- 
very Morning, and lay wait for the Op- 
portunities of performing them in the 
day-time, and take a ftri<% account of 
their Faculties or Performances every 
night. And if Repentance is thus made a 
defign id work,and turn'd iiito a daily bu- 
nefs J it will be like to go on well and 
profper in our hinds. We are ftill fup- 
plying it, where it wants, and renew-* 
ing it where it fails, and fortifying it, 
where it begins to falter. .And if we 
perfevere in this Courfe, ana proceed in 
it, not only now and then by Fits, but 
always ; we iball be in no danger of re- 
lapfing, but continue Penitents, to pur 
Li vesfend Which 6oi of his great Mer^^ 
ty grant. &c. 
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DISCOURSElV. 

How to tak^ the trucft W<iom of 
WorWIy men in their Manage* 
ments, and apply it with ad- 
mirable Ufc and Advantage in 
the Improycment <vid Per^iqa 
of Holy Obedience. 

I . ^ , 

OnLuk. \6. 8. For the Children of 
this World 4re mfer in their Gm^* 
ration^ than the ChiUrefi of Light, 

I^H I S is our BkCkd 3«vioiirV r^ 
fledion, oa^t myuft Stewids 
fcH»<aft, and {trovi^oa ibr his 
pre&nt State. When helnd 
loft the ravour of his Lord ; he istki 
bow to m^e Friends amonig his Te* 
mots, that they may recdive him into 
their Honfes, when he is call out of his 
' lfil4f. Service. Now tho' be is to be 
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1 p4 ' Worldly Wifdomj 

blamed for his injudice and dKhonefty:,^ 
yet the Lordcomnoiends him for his prw? 
dence and forecalft, or for that in his way, 
or ifi the w^f pi ^(Vprldly meq, he h^^ 
done wifely^ v. 8. 

And this be pbferves i? not peculiair 
to him,' but iscommon to the Children 
df this World.' Tho- they are not care- 
ful more than thj? unjuft Ste^ward was, 
of innocence gncjhonefty ; y<?t jhey are 
Wife in their worldly ManagemehtSjyesj 
^{{tx in their CenHraiiWy than the Chil^ 
dren of Light, are^ in:, theirs. And tho* 
we are to leave their injuftice with them ; 
yet our Ble(]^ Lord would have usleard 
^ifdom of Management ff om them. 

In Difcour^qg upon tjief^ wpr^s, I 
^all fliew. 
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Firfii Who are th& Children of this 
Worldy and who are the" ij:i&//<lrfl» •/ 
Light. 

: SeconJly^hsX. it is for the Chil^en rf 
this World, to be wifer i» their Gene' I 
.rattOH. . ■ ■ ■ 

' ■ Thirdly, Note thofe things, whom 
their foi-efight) and di(cretion is more, 
|)jtrticukrl3r imitable; \and wherein we 
inayand Qught to learn Wiidom from 
them.'''-' ""'■'" '- •■■■■■' 1. 1 

L i . f • -: ' 



"Qt. lL#ftlhfltbW,ywho are theCh^ren 
iff thH W^MA/j'iHd wbOiarc thfthilJreH 

f » ° ' > \~' r\ 

Th¥t:Uldri^k>plti^i^W0rld^^^^^ they 
who giP^e^fherfflleK^cknip to mihd^woridr ^ 
ly En* Sand Matteris^ ,|fl»d; purfoe ^ them 
by * \»ofldiy Rutles*' a^ki Managements, 
rtot regtrdirtg thffirtnoccnce, more than 
che tiie^aft Steward did> but only the 
Ser\^ic^btehe(s and Expedience of them. 

The CbiUrenof Light are they, who 
profcfe to walk in Belief and Obedience, 
to the Religion aild Commands of Jefiis 
Ghrift* Whatfoever doth make manifeft^ 
laith the Apoftleri i/gi&^, Eph. ^. i3» 
and our Blefj^d Lord is come to manifeft 
•to us^ ialithe Will of God, and the Way 
to Heawn, and thereCore calls himfelf 
the Light J Jo. 8. ix. and chap. 9. 5. and 
./r.y. and all who give themfelves up to 
foijow and obey him, t^ believe his Do- 
dtine, and to walk ir) this way which 
he difcove« and preferibes to us, are the 
Children of U^L \ ' 

■p ^ 

X. What it is.for Jy&^ Children of this 
WorldL to 1be wifer im their Generation. 

Npw thjur Ge|ieni|ao% is that Age or 

^v V .i ■ '■ "■•■ Time 
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Tjluie wherein thoy;iive; «kl, tEfeofe 
men of that tiine» of Jike en^ VtenidCt 
fions and Managements, with thenif 
felves amongf): whom they live. And 
their being w'ifor in i^their Generation 
llian the Children of light are. to tibeirs , 
is their mana^ng tbetr feveral worldly 
Ends, and Profeffions lafiiong rnie ano» 
ther in their time, rwtdi more tnielore- 
caft^and Wirdom,thafilChri{B:iaas iatbdr 
day are wont to ffl^ioage their Profefli- 
on, of pay ing their vS^vices, and alt Ho- 
ly obediedce unto Jefus Chrift, or of do- 
ing their Duty in &U Points uttto him. 
I come now, 

3. Wliich is the main PointI am toinfift 
upon frlom thefe words, to note thofe 
things, wherein the forecaft and Diicre- 
tion of worldly men, is more particular^ 
ly imitable by us, and wherein we may 
>. and ought to learn Wiidom from tfa^. 
And this I ihall ncMe in thefe following 
Particulars. 

> 

I • Tis one part of dieir Wifdom, that 
they fix to themfelves fome cei^aih end, 
and fo a4% not Ibofely, jtad by chance, 
^ 5 but have a certain tnxak to aimat r 

X. Thslt when they have once &^d 
their endi they openly PWOtfJid profeg 

It,: • ' ' I- Thai 
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' 3. Tl^e thqr are particularly care- 
ful to))e\we^l>skiU'4 uu and ijiorowly 
to tinderftand all the P^ arid Officei 
beloagpg eOi jcbeir Occupatioa orPro- 
feflioo. 

^ 4. That haviflg thii$ fixU themfelires 
|ipon tboreadii and made tliat dieir Pro? 
lelfioQ J it i$ the JGSolbfit Oiaric ia thdc 
]Eye, and daily Care and Emi^oyfaent 
pf tjm^ lUfe, 0fid:. they arc ftili vigo- 
roi^y, int^cjing asd drifiag ft on. 
' S' Xhat, ihflfy otreftiUy and ciawly 
fotvfee, atki provide for Futurities, Co as 
that aodiing may he waftting to fet oa " 
ty« exid.apKl profeilfioq, cnr &U out to its 
miQti4ic9« 

^. Hiat tfaafUrp ready to caft off a^ 
<iy other Qtrefittr ConC^ns^ vi^lmitb^ 
either find, <;r Inc^ ttpey :are like tq 
proyfi lo^edifneiits or Incumbrances to 

' 7. They araftudious and dbfenrant^ 

' to dired; aU Acciddnts and QocunienoeS| 

and caft aisout how they ^roay pick out^ 

any advanoge Arom th^, ormaketh&m 

ikrv'icea^ef to their own ^reat purpofe. 

8. When any tiling is {H^^ns'd fx> 

them, i3aar £ye Ms ta die mti plaoQ 

upon their cfadlef csnd , and they dtfaer 

accecc or fs^ the fiflB^ aoooKdiDg as 

' It 
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it may belike to fervfc, or difierve them 
in tlieir! Profecution or Ali&jn mene 
therebf.i- "- •' •.'.••':;.: ' . ^- • 

9."They'afe j«Joos of t&ebr great 
end, and examine nicely, and are very 
difficddy tn'ought to' givd way to any 
-chiilgi 'tha^t feems to^bear any colour, <x 
may in atiy iiikelihood turn to its^,^> 

- ^i^dycff/'--. • ' '•••■'•• ■ - 

10. They «re very al^Ve and indufbt> 
ens to engage SudSroilt^^ where i3hey 
are tidcdfuL to their greitt Putpofes. 

I. OpB point ©f 'the WilHom bf the 
Children of this #6rWj V6y^fitr for «s 
to imitate and learn from them, is this^ 
That they ihcto%hemfelvesf(»ne certain 
end^ and io ^ad hot loofely, and by 
chance, but have a certain mark to aim 
at. Each one Propofes ' fome particu- 
lar thing or other to him(elf; ib that 
his Ai^ions are not loo(e and without a 
(leady aim, but he has every day afizt 
Pomt, whereto to dured them. One 
&ts up for Pleafure, another for Power, 
a third for Profit, but generally all of 
them for one thing or: other, and this 
makes fome order and cohoehce inXifej 
their Adioris are not loofe, or unrela- 
Vi^io eacjbotber, but i i^ond backsand 

promotes 
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spiritually improved. t op 

promotes th* former, and all concurr 
to jcarry on, and compaft the end which 
is fixt for them. 

Now this Point of their Wifdom, is 
ve^y fit to be imitated by the Children 
of Light. Not that they ,muft pro* 
pofe to themftlycs wrong aims like them. ^ 
Either fuch as are ill, or low and mean 
ones, which will be offenfive to God, 
and unworthy of themfelves, and no 
wajrs fit ifo recompence the pains ' which 
they lay out upon them. But , as 
they do, Chr^ians mud fix to them- 
ibl ves foiiM end. They muft not live in 
their way as unthinking men, who have 
no d^gn, and wbofe Adions are al- 
together uncertain, carried aboiit here or 
there^ as chance occafions, or undirecSt- 
cd and ungovdrn'd Fancy or the Hu- 
mour calls ttem. But ttey muft always 
prbpolc fome fpiritual aims tb them- 
(elves, and^fix their mark, whereto they 
are :>»6 fleer their Courfe • and to dircia 
tneir labours and endeavours. 

And' this Mark ifli onef word, is their > 
doing their Duty to their Ble^fed Lord 
in all Points, and at ^all times, which 
is the only way to pleafe God, and to 
prefer ve a good Confcience, and to love 
their precious and immortal Souls. This 
> is 
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is the end wbkh they ere $0 Bx itfaeoi- 
felves upon, who pno^is ^ kwe^ hfrt m 
ahiJing City^ hut to fi^ Me f0 rm«^ 
Hcib.13. 14. whotiave fqnouaoed this 
world) and laidt^ thfir TMafiresim 1/esh 
vcHj Mat* 6. %o: who io^k for the ^ariom 
^ptariMgofwr JUrd f^ Chrifi^ iu4 

would waccqpfied by him tt liiseomr 

a/ Anoi;lMr PoiQt jpf tbeit Wifciom 
is, that when once th$y li^»^ ftt^d 
tl^ir txid) they opeoly <mn .aad fvof 
feisk Xbey efpoufedftie fame in the 
Face of all^ by making it their Tfade, 
their OccupatioQ) tlieir ^oifdoyxnent is 
the World. And th^ way rtibey tfomoie 
{HiUickly engage theinfejves, to be cac& 
inland coofian tin theProiecutiQa tfaere^ 
of, aodberpeakthe&yonr of all their 
Friepd; and well Wifiiers, who may be 
in any Capacity , tio help and fai:ther 
them thvein. 
\^ And this 'tis vflry fit the ClHldfeir.xrf 
Light ihould learn from them« lUiey 
xfffm not CQtKT^l and fmotfaer the Ser- 
vice which they bear to their everBleiled 
Saviour, but be ceady to mafae it known, 
and turn it into a ireetaiid avdw'jd. fro* 
feflSon. They muft as occaTioa ferves, 
give all to underitol jdhatGod is their 

great 
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gjteat fear, aqd that doi^ their Duty at 
all times towards him is, and fliall be 
their chief Profeflion and care : And this 
way they will ftrongly and openly have 
engaged theniielv^s ever «fter, to make 
good their own religious Pretences ; and 
pat a timely ch^k upon ill men, not to 
tempt them with any ill thing ; nor to 
fpeak, nor do any thing ofienfivc to God^ 
or to a good mindfif they expert to keep 
them Comfkny. 

And thus we are calfd to, when we 
are caltd together m ^neBoJy^ i Cor. ix. 
13. RonL IX. 5. For that istooiakc 
open and unified Profeffion of it, as a 
vifible Society. And when we are bid 
to let 0tr tight Jbinc^ hfi^t Mui Mat. 5% 
%6. To 9WH our S4W(mnChrifi and 'his 
latvs^ in m eviLand adulterous GoneratioH^ 
Mar, 8. 38. A$d with the month to make 
^oitfeffionto SahatioHy Rom. 10. 10/ -^ 

3. Another is that they are particvlar* 
ly careful, to he well skiU'din^and tho« 
rowly to ilnderftand alLthe parts and 
Ofikxs belonging ,to their Occupation 
or ProfelSon. A man may be ignorant 
of fome diings without blame ; and the 
ignorance of others may delierve Com^ 
mendation. For 'tis Both a part of Inno^* 
ceace, and aGuand td it, to be ignorant 

of 
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of the ways of doing ill. And *tis d 
means of his quiet to be igtiorarit 6f o^ 
ther mens Aflairs j arid not hufify inqui*^ 
fitive into their Matters. And 'tis adgri 
of the well employ'd to be ignorant of 
trifles and empty things. Bat 'tis adiame 
for any Man to be ignorant of what he 
profe(te$ ; for that is to be at a lofs in his 
> own bufinets. And this all men are 

thorowly apprehenfive of; and there* 
fore all Trades ^erve Apprenticeffaips^ 
and are trained up for feveral years^to be 
thordwty^ skill'd in all the parts of the 
Occupation which they profefs j yea^ 
even the ordinary Husband-ina^, knows 
very Well how to btxiier and tiians^ hli 
ground^ wHen toPibw^ahd when toSow^ 
and when to Rea^) :and what are the 
fifteft^and propereit «^fons for thcMar-^ 
ketv However ignbrant they may be irt 
other- things, they are careful to know 
their o^n btrfiners, and Profeffions, and 
to be wdlskiff d^ ' fo as to need no . TeS;^ 
chers in their own ErajlJoy ments: •- 

And this is a 'mod efpecial inflimctQT 
Wifdorti, '^'bich it nefceiOiarily behdveat 
the Children 6f Light to karn from 
them. For one of the iirft things, and 
of' the molfc necdiary in the way of a 
CtH'iftiaii liiait to Kbiverif is to be tho^ 
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i^bwly iriftruded in all thofe things, which 
God has made Articles of his Salvation. 
If hcmuftat kft be judged by them, it 
is abfolutely fteCeflary tliat he fet him- 
felf in the ndeari time cafefully tb ob« 
ferve tlictn. Arid if he . miift obferv^ 
them, he muft firft know tnem ; yea, 
and have them made familiar to his Con- 
fcience, fo that it may readily remind 
him of them, as oft as any Opportudi. 
ties dccurr in courfe of Life , for him 
either to keep , ot break them. This 
knowledge of every particular Duty, 
which is to be a matter of our final Ac- 
Count, as it is of prime rieceffity arid fm- 
gulair advantage , fo will it coft pains 
and Idbour to attain it. But I kriow not 
how any truly good, and firicerely pi- 
ous minds, cad employ themfel ves bet- 
ter. They muft read good Books, where 
the Catalogues of fuch Duties are moft 
particularly recited and explained j and 
the particular neceffity of our Obfer- 
vanefeof them, (that we may give up 
a good Accourit at the great day,") is 
ihewrf 4n&ft particularly from the Holy 
Scriptures. And thefe they muft read 
• attently and often, till they have made 
ihemfelves Matters of them, and their, 
Confeiences are rpady lipon any occafi- 
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' on to remkid th«in thereof^ as they arc 
cail'd aft any time to obicr ve them in the 
Courfe of COQverfatkxi ; atid when their 
Confcience doth thus remifld them of a^- 
ny of them m Converfkion, let thoirby 
no means take off their Eye from ^what 
their Confcience leils them^isa matter of 
their fiital Account { and inftead thereof 
follow the Pra^ice of other men» it mvf 
be,: repurtsd good| or men of Note for 
knowledge luid uoderftaflding. Fortha' 
'fisafadRefle^ilion, yet *ti» a very true 
one, that mimbers of Chriftians, ^nd 
tho(d too of note and eminence for Piety 
afid Underfbandtngi. feem m their daily 
converie y to maJ^e na Account ab aU^ 
of a great iiuntber ^ chofe Duties^, which 
God' lias declared, he will call us all to 
a ftf i^ Account for. And therefore ha- 
ving themieive^ happily a|tatn'd this par- 
ticttkr knowledge of alL neceflary Db^ 
ties, let them ftick to their own know*^ 
ledge on every occafion^ add folbw it 
without difputing ; and not once think 
of leaving the fame, to follow the ge« 
neral negled of many <^ thdle things , 
which be may every wb^re obierve in 
other men« 

And.this wearecali'd w ia Scripture^ 
when we are bid| l^Mn^ffiamtiwh^ thi 

mil 
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mil af the LorJis^ Ep.^. 17. ftfle mn 
in imdeffimiling^ xXkift i^.zo. To give 
uS Mtigence to aM to ^mr virtue^ or cou- 
tdHf^ knowledge ^-hVtt i:,^. To ie fiWd 
with aU kwmedffy Rom» ly. 14. To ii 
fiJtJ ^ mih the knowledge of his wiSy 
Col. i: 9. 

4; Another Point of their VSTifclom is, 
tfeat having thus fix'd tbcnifelycs upoil 
i^it end,and made it their Profcffion^it is 
«he certftant maf k in their Eye j and the 
daily Care and Employment of their Life^ 
and they ate ftill vtgoroufly intending 
«nd driving it on* It fills thijir thoughts^ 
that they can ikfford little rootn, to any 
tiling dfe. It is the full Emploj^ment: 
of their time, and they labour in it vviith 
Pfeaftire, md are ready to deny theni- 
lelves thek neceffary food , their reft ^ 
their eafe, to ferve the end of their Oc- 
cupation. 

And herein it is nioft fit and needful . 
fot the Children of Light to imitate 
-them. The doing their Duty faithfully, 
and in all Points to their Blefled Lord, 
which is their End and Profeffioh, ihould 
be the cohftant mark in their Eye, and 
matter of their Care, ^ being the chief 
thing they have fet themfelves to mind, 
and daily to 'labour aind employ theni^ 
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fclvcs. It is the one thing neceflary which 
they have fix'd and proposed to themfel ves^ 
and mud be their every days thought 
and bufinefs. For in every day, and in 
atl Companies and Dealings , they will 
have Opportunities enough, to do their 
Duty in fundry Points, or tranfgrefs it. 
And therefore every day, their Eye muft 
be kept eameftly intent, and their Care 
watchful,and they ferioufly^and vigoroul^ 
ly at wprkjtodo the bufinefs of their Pro* 
fcHTion, and difcharge faithfully, as they 
are calld to them, all thofe Duties which 
their Blefled Lord requires of them. And 
' this we are call'd to in the Holy Scri- 
ptures, under the feveral Expreffions of 
. walking with 60 J^ Gen. 5. X4, of walking 
lefore God^ Gen. 1 7.1. Of jetting the Lord 
always he fore us ^ Pfal. 16. 8. of being al- 
ways upon oi^r watch ^ Mar. 13. 35^^ 37. 
and walking circumjpe^ly^ or ftili having 
our Eyes intent in every Affair or time, 
how we may keep off from all fm, and 
faithfully difcharge all thofe particular 
Duties, which do await us therein, 
Epb. 5. If. 

5. Another Point of their Wifdom, is 
that they carefully and timely forefee, 
and provide for Futurities, (b as that no- 
thing may be wanting to'fet on this end, 

and 
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and jirofeflion, or fall out unawares to 
prejudice the fame. They are intent 
and careful, not only to ulewhatcbmes^ 
and make it (erve their- turn ; but to 
look on carefully to what may come, 
and confider how it may be made fer- 
viceable to their Purpofe, or how to 
prevent or remedy, what might likely 
be an hindrance ; or any ways hurtful 
to it 

And this part of their Wifdom, in 
forecafting, and making provifion for 
Futurities, I (hall confider in thefe three 
Particulars* 

ivr/?. They forethinlf, what means 
and methods to take, as moil proper 
for their End and Profe/licn, and fitted 
to ferve it. 

Secondly^ Having fludied and laboured 
diligently and conftantly to compaft 
their defired End, thiCy are careful to ft- 
cure their Claim and Tide to it; and v 
carefully fift and iequire into it, and take 
all ways they can to make it good, when 
aTryal is like to be brought upon. it. 

ThirMy yThey timely provide and forc- 
caft Supplies againfl ftreights and acci- 
dents, that when they come they may 
be as little hurt by them, as may be, or ^ 

I 5 othcr- 
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otherwife provide againftthecn^ theb^ 
they can. 

I. They forethink what means and 
methods to take , as moft pFoper for 
their End and Profeffion , and fitted 
to ferve it ; the Merchant wifely and 
carcfuHy confiders, what Ports 'tis fitteft 
to (end to, and when, and what Goods 
give grtfatefl: appearance of making the 
beft return. 

And men in all Trades confider we|l 
with themfelves, wliere 'tis beft to buy, 
and what things are iikeiiefl; tafeU, and 
forecaft in their own minds, what ways 
and methods are like^ieft to niiake tl»ni 
thrive iii their feveral Occnpttioni 
A King going tp iVa^j as oar LonI ob* 
ierves, will firft very carefully €^n^e$f 
his forces. And a BuiUpr going t0 buUd 
imiit cifnfider his Turpi ; and what it is 
like to coft liim both in Wwk and Ma- 
terials,!.^. 14. 51,32. and JP>r^»8, 29. 
and the u^jnfi Steward ioTcci^w§ for his 
future fupport, in hiis way , wikly re^ 
folves on paffing falfe Accounts, that he 
may find reception am&i^ his Lords te* 
"^ants^^ Luk. i&. j, ^fy 8; v - 
• And this is anotlier piece of Wifdom^ 
moft fit fdr the Childreji of Lj0it^ t\^ 
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kakftte and 1e»n from them. They 
fOttft wifely confidcr and obfcrve before 
hand, what things do moft help and 
fbpther , what ck> moft tempt and en- 
ihare, what do moft dbftrudl and hinder ^ 
tfimii, in the way of their Profcffion, 
€«r in faithfully difcharging all the Du- 
ties crf^ aOirdlian. They muft have 
carefidly , and difcreetly forethought 
with ttemffdves againft they enter upon 
every days Aftions, and Bufinefe, what 
©oties t^hey will be likely calFd to ex- 
ereife therein, and how they may dit 
charge them to the l)eft advantage j what 
Temptations alfo they may likely meet 
withal, and how4ikely they are to with- 
ftand Jjem ; or how to prevent, cr get 
(eafonably otrt of their way^ if they are 
Jike to endanger, or prove too hard for 
tliem. l%ey tnufl;, toy no means, be 
dfT^iand, and unftudied Livers ; but have 
their Adkms wifely fore-thought^ and 
iw ftill in areadineife, to take the beft^ 
ways of going on in the work of their 
Prafeffion; rad fincerely difcharging 
their Outy to their, Bleml Lord in all 
tbcPointstfaereof. 

And this wife and careful fdrecaft, and 
fixing on the Jficteft ways to ferve our 
IHirpqfe, we ire called to in the fore- 
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cited Parables, of the Builder^ apd the 
Jdng gping to War ; and in the Parable 
of thofe, who huilt their houfeSy vn( u.p- 
on a r^cl, and another uppn the fand^Mixt. 
7. 14, x6. \( forecaft and wife contri- 
vance doth not diredJ: AcStions and Unr 
' , dertakingS, Fp^Iy and Shame are but too 
like to bp the ifuie and event of them. 

But on this Point of their Wifdom, in 
fprecafting, and fixing on the propereft 
jrvays and methods 1 (liallobferve three 
other jmitablc Points oi fheir Wildom , 
concerning the ejcecytion pf them. For 
jhey put them in ^ecutipn, 

I. Speedily, 

It. With Aflidplty and Diligence. 

in. With Refolutenefs. 

I. They put their well chofen mcaqs 
of thriving in Execution fpeedily. 

. They {lay for norhing, but make the 
moft of their ,good contrivance as 
foon as they can. If they have ppt 
themfelves ' in readineft againft a good 
Market, without more ado they take it. 

. If they have laid in for a good Bargain, 

; without any delay they are for making' 
an end of it. , Where they have prepa- 
red an advantage , they are for the firil 
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opportunity of taking Pofleflron of it. 
So thatttey lofe nothing by delays, or 
by flipping their times and feafons. But 
earneftly defiring to accbnaplifti thpir 
Ends, they are ftili in ^ readinefe haftily 
to accompliih any wife means, which 
will make them Matters of itw 

Now in this they ftiould be followed 
by the Children of. Light For it is not 
for them, afte^ once they are wifely and 
well refolved upon their* Duty , either a 
good Life at large, or the Amendmenit 
and Improvement of Xome particular part 
thereof, to ufe delays, and put it off* from 
one Duty. to anothen They rauft no^ 
be on and off in this great work,%is men 
who are uncertain ; nor flow as men 
who are unwilling. Delays (hew notliing 
but the inability, or infiricerity of thfeir / 
own Purpoles, and are a loud call for 
themfelves, to renew and mak? them 
better. , But they muft execute their 
wife purpofes of holy Living without 
piore ado. They muft lofe no time, 
but be eager of growing more perfed in 
it the next day, than they were the day 
foregoing ; they muft make no . ftops, 
but ftill earneftly pufli cmi ; and not ceale, 
till they have made themfelves M afters 
0/ the Grace, pr aood Imprpvementy, 
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which tfaey had propos'd to themfti u€5« 
And cfais we jre ealtl'd to da the Hcrfy 
Scripcwes, when ftis fiidy Tif^^ ^J^^ 
u^ Ar«r his wice^ Pfal, 95. 7, 8. ^mJT 
maJe hafi Md^elc^in^ukeef thy cmtn 
mHmdmMts^VM.ii^.^. wftk^vohiifi it 
is day^ for the night tomet^ when no man 
€an UfoHt^ Johv^^. And in this great and 
imft important buiinefey no day, is to be 
ii^{e(9»d, ^becaufe no man knows, but 
ft imy be bis hft. 

%. They put tifaek wdl chofen wa^ 
43f (hiwing in Eiecationi with Afliduity 
and Diligence. The Tradefinan will 
fiick to his l%op frommorning till night. 
And men of odber Ocoipati^is will he 
conftaatly ffttending, «id teady to cahe 
iti adiraiitages in 't£c way «f their t>ufi- 
mfe. And «h»5 t^ey do W4ch<Sood* wifl, 
nvith greaftOiligtnce^and Vigour of Ap- 
l^ication. Tliey witl (pare iK> pains , 
ticy witi zsa^s mo ad?aatages, they are 
«ot fl(M:hJiil| b«t fm(h «on wufti all ^eir 
^ mi^t, and 4bew fcow they -can \s^§k 
then^ves «o gm ^^ Furp«<es. 

At)d this 'tdfi cxtveiHely fit i^e Gill- 
dren ol L^it 4[hoidd It^rm from ifiem, 
Ttf not for riiem to be iie^j^nt ^ 
'liGMSifiil, ^n die work md ^vice of the 
ImA^ ft ^^ i&eir <aie ^thMg nec^ry ; 

the 
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thecbidF Pbnt they have^ or prdbfi to 
rawdi $ and therefore tbey maft cqnh 
{fauntly attend upon it, and ftatdi ever 
ready to perform a Doty , or avoidi x 
Sin, as any Afiairs or Accidents of Lile 
flull gpic them oiccafion for the fame« 
And tfaisr they nwil do heartily and ear^^ 
nsdHy, diKgpitiy laying oot themlelves 
upon k, $m putting what flirength they 
luve to it, which can never be better 
enftploy'd, nor kid oi»t in: any thing, for 
whlcb it flialj: ifi mf comparable degree, 
be fb happUy and infinitely rewarded 

And dais ite. Holy Scripture requires 
of nsy when: it calls us to be ahvays vp* 
Oft €»ir li^tci^ Mar. 1^-39, 37. to attend 
this ti ths: MC thhg nn^ry, Huk. lO^x. 
7ir X^^ ^ ditigeine ki it, ii /Vi^ 1. ;, jo; 
znatitfirue tie ImtJ mkk alt mt wtind, 
mdwth i^lam Jtrewgtky Mar. %%. jo. 
tod dbe tflie. 

3« They pot tkisfe weft cho&nmtms 
in; Exccmion with nefelmenefi; they are 
ooedifconagBd by o te qfrem : DiSkuhks^ 
nor driven back by ikrLabow orP&ir^ 
or by the ki^kand ciQdi«inic& of their 
fanAoefv 'i'liKy ate net weary oi their 
MTorfc, txMi bvtsdndt trodblc^ aiuk ben 
&rUHieQiab^£^ jg^onmiitQA^^ 
out Faintiids^ttli they have acconpliAf^l 
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their defired Purpofe AM labour is ea* 
fie to them, that accomplifhcs their de- 
fire, and they will not ceafe labouring, 
till they have done their utmofl:, to gain 
what they feek fon 

And this alio (hould be imitated by 
the Children of Light. If they want 
Zeal and good Refolution, they are not 
like to do much ; nor are fure to be con- 
ftant in the work of good Living. But 
tliey muft go on without Fear or^Iack- 
ne(s;they mufl think no Pains too dear^to 
perfedl themfelves in any Duties. They 
muft be ready, and willing to part with 
any thing elfe, rather than wittingly 
tranfgrefs their Duty in any parti- 
cular, or fall fhort of eternal Happi- 
nefs. That is the pearl of price^ which 
they wufi fell all to pur chafe ^ Mat. 1 3 .44, 
46. they muft fliun no troubles, or fly 
from any lofles, which will furely be re- 
paid, with fuch an ineftimable recom- 
pence. Nay, inftead of fliunning them, 
they liave the trueft caufe to give thanks, 
and rejoyce therein. 

And this the Holy Scripture requires^ 
when it calls us to beflrongin the LorJ^ 
and in the power of his mighty EpheC 6. lo. 
to be terrified in nothing ly our adverfa* 
rw, Phil X. a 8. Not to put on thefpiriif 
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of fear ^ hut of lave to Ghd^ of^ power ^ 
or Courage ami of a found minJy x Tim. 
I. 7. and to he always ftedfafi and un^ 
tnweahle in the work of the Lord^ 1 Cor. 
1 5". 58. To deny ourfehes, znd to~^take 
up\the Crofs^ and hear it ajter Chrifi^ if 
we ivould be his difciples^ Mat. 16. 24. 
and ch. lo. 58. 

X. Another inftance of their forecaft, 
and provifion for Futurities , is, that ha- 
ving ftudied and laboured thus to com- 
pafs their end, they are careful to fe- 
cure their Claim and Title to it. But' 
. more efpecialiy careful to fift and inquire 
into it, and to take all ways they can 
to make it good, when a Tryal is like 
to be brought upon it. If it be a Tryal 
for Eftate, or much more for Life, how 
forecafting and bufie are they, in inqui- 
ring into the merit of their caufe • in 
colledting and clearing up Evidences; in 
preparing Witnefles, confulting Coun(e], 
and making their Cafe as good, as it can 
be made againft the Great Affize. 

Now the Children of Light are ab- 
folutcly inexcufable, if they learn not 
this Point of Wifdom from them. For . 
the Intereft which they have to fecure, 
is not like that of worldly men, vain 
tranfitory and fading, which may foon be 
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takeci from them, «r which dicy Ifaall 
furdy be ibon taken from* But it Isan 
^/^m^Z/fi^, Mar. 10.30. A€r€mm 0f glory 
that fadetb j$»fdway^ i PoL ;« 4. a State 
where they neeJ w ^tm t0 Ugbt them; 
where all te^rs are wfd avowffrom tJbeit 
eves, m$d there JbaS ie np mare ajufg^ wm^ 
forrow^ nor pain^ Rev. xi. 4. and aj. 
Now all this tooft happj State de- 
. pends upon our peifeding our Obodi^ 
enoe^ to all the Laws of bur Bkded Sa- 
viour, whilft we are here m this wdrld. 
And whether we have faithfully diicfaar- 
theiameorno, mtitl cometoatnalt 
and juft Examination and Account, 
when we all come (as we ail mod oer- 
tainlyihall foon come) to be tryed up-* 
on the fame at the laft Judgment. And 
therefore, it infinitely concerns all good 
ferious Chriftiar^, to be often and care- 
fully before-hand inquiring into the 
State of their Souls, to fee whether th^r 
are fit to. Hand in that Tryal or no. Ttey 
muft pofe themfelves upon all thole 
i^oints, upon which God will try them j 
at leaft according to the beft of their 
knowlec^e they have of them, or un* 
der their Ciicumftances and Opporttt- 
nities, are fincerely able to compalis of 
the (ame ; and whete they &id i^y imve 
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wilfully fidl'd la any part of that Ob> , 
dieoccy which God oiece^ily reqaii:e% 
they mud infiantLy amea^y ajadcecomr 
themfelves into a fiate o^ Blifs^and Hap 
pinefs. And this tb^ mu&do ; not oa^ 
ly once or twice; tor mcos fpiritual 
State is often variable , and their lifeis 
always uncertain^ and therefore it is a 
thing that needs more Sequent doing 3 
eipecially tiU: they come to acqpire a 
ileadineis in a fa& Condition, that (b 
thev may be always Kady„ and if God 
calC them unawares^ they may not be 
forprized thereby, but ^ wiidi oomfort 
to give up their Accounts to him. 

And this God requires of us^ when he 
calls 05, To give all dHi^nce^ to- make our 
caSi$9g and eleSionfitre^ % Pet. i. lO; aad 
^ to fear kaii having apromife left us efeti* 
trif9g into his refi^at^ ofusjbwldfaUpmt of 
it^ M6b.4^ I . and tohoh JiliK^l^ lenSi anf 
man fail of the grace of God^ Heb. ii. if* 

3. They timely provide and &)re- 
caft Si^phes, againft Straights aodAc^ 
cidents ; that when they come,they may 
be, as little hurt by th^ as. may be^ or 
otberwife provide againft them the befl; 
they can. And this was the Wifdam 
which the Lord commeaded in the IM^* 
juft Steward^: for he wa^ in a g^t 
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ftraight, being warn d out of his Lords 
Service ; and makes a wift , fpeedy and 
feafonable provifion for himfelf, by ta- 
king Care to be received among his 
Lords Tenants. And 'tis the (amc with 
nienbfall other Occupations. Ifilraights 
or misfortunes are like to come upon 
them, they forefee them in time, and 
try all ways in due Sfeafofl to prevent 
them ; or to keep them ofT as long as 
they can, or to make them fall as light 
as may be, when they do come. But 
be it better, or worfe, they arc careful 
to make the beft for themfelves, which 
they are able to do in their prefent Cif-" 
cumftances and Condition. 

Now in thisalfo, it is very fit the 
Children of Light (hould learn from 
them. They muft have their eyes before 
them, and timely forefee ; where they 
want Connfel, and there provide inftru- 
drion ; where they may be attacked on 
a weak fide, and there contrive how to 
keep . out of the way of Temptation j 
where they are like to be called to do 
their Duty ; and there forecaft how to 
do it faithfully and profitably ; where 
they are like to meet with Difficulties, 
and difbblige Friends, and dif^rve Inte*" 
reftS; and there either wifely c&ntrive, 

how 



ho^' «iWitlKtraw thefrtftle^frorri them, 

' <dr \4g(!#^y, atid fteat^ilUy ref6lre to 

•iMieiak tlirbUghlhefli, wtmiit Crdne$ «(e- 

like to !£t$Me, how^hey may meet inA 

VeceiV^; theiti ^itb Medktieii atki Pi- 

tietice.' /I goadChriftiatiiniifttiot warft 

< ^(tf«-iri^. affj be piimg'd in Difficulties, 

^iind fi««it6 YjoMy Una'^dres ;' btitmuft 

Wifely a¥kl(^^6)nably foresee what (nay 

' hapfieto, ^hd br fefidy to liiakethe ittA 

^ all Wf«ft it €t)rties. , ' 

* And iki^tht Holy Scripturtf calls for 

-ib the;t»aMbte »/ the wife attd fedi/hFir' 

;fe»j^ 5 the dilS^e^tie betwixt which two, 

,_ay iii thtir <bre-caft, tndin makings or 

itoc ttiakiflg 'JeaCbaable and iU/ficieric 

pf43fvi<lQn fot f fttOfities, Mat. xy. r,. &c. 

t^ thi /«« Hie^hHtiJiHg their hdafesy one 

Mut. 7. i4j i<J'. Of the BufUei^ foreHca- 

Hing well 'With himftlf, how to defray 

alt Chargeit) &nd'Atcidedts of wot-k,4iKl 

Materials, atid hm aiie he. is 70 ^wp^ 

Ink. ^4. «Sv »id the lid^^ 

■ 15. A 'fiiflfc hiftinoe fdi-ttierly noted 

'«)¥ itie Wifdcnl c»f ^jiAoHdiv ineti iii their 

' Mi»«^etit$^ Vsy that'tiley are ready 

•IB^jJaw^ dfF any Citts> or Concerns, 

i^hffft llsey 6itb6f fifld or- forefee,- that . 

ifatiy ftre lik« ti) fft^ve Iitipeditnents, or 

■"• - R Incum- 



Incumbrances, in their main bafiffc^^ If 
they have grafp'd at more bufinefi than 
they cad manage to advantage , they 
will eafe their handsi by laying that a- 
fide which is lead for their Purpofe. If 
fome proves to be but of little Profit^ 
and uncertain hazard, and of much PSsuns ; 
they will try another way, which is like 
' to yield better, with more eaie and Ids 
uncertainties. They are ever true to 
their Point, and will not engage them- 
(elves in ways, which make againft it. 

Now this Ukewife is very fit lx> be 
learnt of them by all good Chriftuui& 
Tis not for them to engage themfelves 
for any Inducement in any ill things for 
that is abfolutely contrary to alltfaeir 
obedient Profeflions. Nor in any Oc- 
cupations, or bufinefs which abound fo 
much with ftrong Temptations, that 
there is no reaibnable expedition, of 
their keeping Innocence, and faithfully 
difcharging their Duty therein. 

In their Confideration , and Choice 
of all thefe thin^ ; the && thing to be 
looked at and cared for ^ : i$ keeping In- 
nocence, and whether their -b^fineis is 
fairly confident, with an intire dil^aige 
of their Duty in all Points^ And where 
he can make a moderate, and realbnable 

advan- 
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fldvantBge, by Innocentie and Fairiiefi, 
there a good man will be eafie and oceiQ^ 
{flary too in his Occupa^on. Ncvihuft 
they ^ve way to oveT'Oitich bofioefs; 
Reljgk)n as our Saviour £iys^ being eat 
tip by the Cares' of this worid. N<3t 
meddle with more,than allows dieidl dai- 
ly to difcharge their Duty both towards 
God and Man. And £uthfnlly to at" 
toad, and acquit themielves in all the 
Duties of a Chriftian as they come be* 
fcMre them. 

Now this the Holy Scriptures require 
of us; when they tell us, that the mrld is 
crucified to m inChrifi Jefus ; and we tat- 
t» the iMrZi/,GaL6.-i4. toiay afide everi 
ise^g^/, that oppress us^ Heh.iT.. i. and 
not hnangk ewrfehtes i» any '^msfa ^ 
hindrance of his Service, whotetth chofei 
us to etemalLifeinHeaven, x Jim.%,^ 
7. They are (hidious and obfervant, 
to dired all Accidents and Occurrences, 
and caft about, how they may pick out 
any advants^ from ttem; or makct 
them ieryiceableto thdr own greatPur- 
pofe. They are <|uick to elpy an ad- 
vantage,' and as quick to purliieif) and 
let nothing pa($ by them negleded; if 
they can krve themielves thereof: And 
by this tfa^ bring in to themfdycs mfr* 

K % xsf 



i}2 mrUlymfihti^ 

ny M accictenttl Advaotags^ in the way 
of cheir federal Occupetioii»« 

And this 'tis very fit the Children of 
Light fhould imitate them in. Ta all 
thev do, and in ail they ntoeive^ ormeet 
witnal I they ihould look kbotit , and 
carefully coofider j how they flfiay turn 
it to give Praife^ or to do^Honour Unto 
God s how it may be improved for the 
advantage and exercife of aiiy Vertoe, 
for the greater ikighting^ and contempt 
of this World , and preference of the 
4aeKtt for.the£cicouragement» and Love 
of wnatfoever is good ; and for the Ha- 
tred, and JDifoouragecneni; of wlmtfoever 
1^ §viL And this is toSplrittmliJse all 
the thkigs of ccnimon Life ; to ttnffi 
Ckmveriation , &ii]iiefi^ and the acci- 
dents of this World into Refigion ; to 
own God as the beginning, and to«iafre 
him the end of everything* Arid it 
will prodouse anxarvej^os «ncreafe of 
Goodneis V Devotion^ Godly oare, «iid 
ipiritual Heavenly living. 

And this the Holy Scripture calfe fof-, 
wii^n it b«Js us, Whtther we tat or MfA^ 
ofwJf^tfiemr wed0^Jfd$sMtothe^9ry 
pf Goil^ I Car. lo. 31. And tii>hMfiever 
we doy in wfird^ $r JeeJ^ 19 do dt m tke 
name of the Lard Jefus^ CoL 3 . 1 7 . 

8. When 
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S. Whcrif aby thing is propofed to 
tbibm } thelp Eye hWs ]n tht firit plice 
upon tfa^ir chief end , dnd they either 
accept or refufe the fame , according as 
it may belike to ferve, or diflerve them ; 
ifi tneir Profecntion and Attainment 
thereof. Theh^ firft Reflexion is, how 
it ftiits with the iotefeft of their Occu- 
pQieion ; whether it may be ffllade (er«* 
viceabfe thereto ;' or is fike to be rf no 
trfe to them, or it may be adiv^fion^ or 
prejudice to them, in their Profecution ^ 
of the fame. And they are fure to be 
ttht to their main Intereft, and Kften to 
nothing, that would take them oflffrom, 
or dKIerve them in it. He who (ets up 
for Gain, will negled Power, or Pka- 
fures, where they are like to caufe much 
expence. He who purfues Pleafures, will 
nocliften to the motions of Gain, or Bu- 
iine^ when they are like tocoft much / 
Pains, or prove inconfiftent with hisDii- 
vwfions. He who is fet upon Improve- 
ment of knowledge, will fet afide worlds 
ly Gnres and Interefts, when they take 
him from the Profecution of his Studies. 
Their great End is die rule of all the 
reft i and they ftand true and fixt to it ^ 
and rsce and meaiure, the Defireablenefs 
of all things thereby, which^re offered ^ ^ 
to them. K 3 Now 
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!t^fiw this is an excdieat Vckat oi 
WiOoiQf for the Qitldren <^ Ught to 
karo froitu them. Whatfoever is offer'd 
tf> theni) their Eye muft fif. in the firft 
to fift, and examine the Tnnocience, be* 
^e they liften at all to any Suggeftions 
of the worldly Expedience of it. If it is 
iU, or tends to ill, or would binder them 
in. the doing of their Duty, or e]qx)fe 
them tQ tranigreis it ; or make for the 
Diihonour of God, or the Difparage? 
ment i^the way of Godlinefi ; no Coa- 
iideration^ in the World muft njiake them 
liften to it ; pr deliberate with theme 
felves, \^ethisr they fhotiki or np. Tbey 
buft meafuri; all Propofals, by their 
Ufefulnels to their Souls, and t^e God 
gnd Religion into their ConHderation in 
the 6rft place : And this is to aA like 
men, who have immortal Souls , and 
feek4mm0rtal Happinels, .and know the 
price of both.' Anq this will make thua 
not to judge, or a(% like other men. 
But they will carefully leek, what others 
carefiilly fbun ; and be thankfol, where 
they complain. It will make them 
f:hufe Self'denials, and Mortifications, 
wluph j()re a worldly Uneafinels, when 
they are needful to a fpiritual advantage $ 
knd refufe the Plea%es of the flefli, and 



spiritually improve J. 

any advantages of this World, when 
they are like to prove a (piritual preju- 
dice. Yea, to embrace any worldly 
Ijoffes and Pkttjudices, and that with 
joy, wten they come upon them for 
keeping ftridHy to the way of Righte- 
oumefs ; and for doing their Duty faith- 
fully to their Blefl^ Lord a^nd Saviour, 
as they ought to dp. 

Now this al(b the Holy Scripture calls 
f or^ when it requires us to lave Go J with 
all mtr heart ; that is to love him^ above 
lail, Man. ix. 30. That if we regard ini- 
quity in oar hearty the Lor J will not hear 
MS^ Pfal. 66. 1 8, That if we love knJs^ 
cr father^ or mother^ or our otm Irtfes^, 
more than our Blejfed Jjori^ we are un'- 
worthy ofhim^ Mat. 10. 3 1. Luk. 14. x6. 
And the like. 

9* They arejealous of their great end, 
and esiamine nicely, and are very Difii- 
cultl}ili brought to give way, to any 
thing that feems to bear any colour, or 
may ia any Likelihood turn to its preju- 
dice. They may be over-feen in lefler 
mattei^, but they are fufpicious about 
this, which they count of price. They 
will fear as far^ as there is any caufe or 
pretence to fi^ar, and refol ve with great 
warinefs, and \» ready to ftart ady pof- 

K 4 fible 
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Ci\M Detriments, and Obl»3;iQn^, a^ 
paufe on any appearance of; Iticonve^ 
nkooies wliicli ic may bf ing to ibeiti.uji ; 

And this again, i$ an ^Qmirz}^ and 
pfeful Point of Wifdom, fop the Children 
of Light to jt^kp up froiii Jtheou Tliey 
jnuft not be for taking the utnaoll Li- 
berties in any Duties , and comiag as ^ 
ne^r the breach thereof as <h^y caa Nor 
for abiding in the Neighbourhoods Gf 
within the Confines of rni, where the]^- 
may be in great danger of being won 
at laft by itsTenjptation. But they rouft 
keep aU at the greateft diftancs, winch 
niay be like, to damnifie,. ox endanger 
theii; Holy Obedience. They muft carc^ 
fully preferve the Virgin innocence, the 
^rft Mcdefties , Fears, and Reludancies 
of Conicieoce, againft every evil thing. 
And not fit down by Dangers, or dwell 
with Xetnptations, or indulge fiBalt de- 
grees, or liftea iq the leail to any ill Ad- 
vice, or h^ar the propqlal of *ny evil 
tilings ; Eu t lake Alarni at tl^e remote 
approaches, and firfl^app^aoces pf Cm; 
aria keep all Temptation, that may draw 
pn the love aqd i^radice of any fin, as 
far ofF from them as they can. Xhey 

muit rather wilely forbear lawful and 

fife 



thcr^i ^iag tbemfelves into any ha- 
^as4 !9f others, , which may bfing duh 
" gpr ^tbtbeixi. . 

. And^is the Hc4y Saipiwes rehires 
at. our hands, when they tdl us, that ^ 
fu< JiaitJ iyfutb} m4 miffi ti»t ie ingb 

mi»ded^ hut §•»% Roni. ii. »o. Wat^y, 
timt, Hm. t6* 41, To tkfi^itt ffm «tf 

af^«^tqm:4 cf 4viK i ThtC f. xi. And' 

xQ. They are very %£&n^ amdindii* 
{Irioitf to engage SoGcours, wiiti kbqr 
sur.^, oeedlul to uieir great Furpofiii So 
the Steward wias in thel^). Mflieii Ik 
had loft the Friendihfp of hi$ I^srdk h(B 
iiecks to make t^riencB aoMMig hi» Lords 
Tenant Sj, And. dws the Khg gMimgfvm^ 
if he find^hq tstoo weat;, Ms aJUont to 
ftreng^n hiQkfelf by aflame* o£ 01^ 
Princes; wfai^ if » <nfxa^ efie<^, he 
fends timely t$ o^.term$ mtJ^smhdm^ 
tfffoaet Luk. 14. 3 1^ )». Where darker 
ai;|)ears they aie $»M^1, if tbey can in- 
^gc; help.lby anjy mfxbSt not tofland 
by them(elvc9» but to be prepared .widi 
fiich helps and fueeoucs, fS Otfor givq 

Prptfs^ipa km tbeoK 
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And this alfo is a great and moft feiv 
viceable piece of WiTdom, for the Chil- 
dren of Lidit to learn from than. 
They muft ftrengthen themfelves in e- 
very good and oufficult worfe^ and de- 
&t fome good Chriftian Friimd to be 
their admomiher therein ; yea^ they are 
mutually t§ teach an J aJtnomfi we ane^ 
. tber^Qo\.'i.\6: To exhort m^ aftothr 
dmly^ Heb.).i3. tofiatUfcfizxAftrive 
iefftberyVM^y^xj. To prajf for one om* 
ther^ Jam. 1. 16. And eamefilj to defire 
each others Prayers^ 1 TheC f . %f. To 
^ay eam^fify themfilves to God for his 
graee^ Jam« f • 13* i TheC ;• 10. And to 
DC liboral in Alms^ which fend up a fweet 
findl before God ; and which though 
in the men of tbfi World, who get Mo- 
ney ill, and (pend it ill, it be calld the 
Mammmof^mrif^eoufnejs ; yet in Chri- 
ilians, who get it juftly^and ky it out vir- 
tuoufly and charitably, our Blefled Lord 
tells us, it will make thim friends in ever^ 
lafiif^ haiitations^ Luk. 1 6. 9. 

Such as thele are the- Inft^nces of Wk* 
dom, which I thou^ lit, purfuant to 
our Lotd^ Dircidicn in theText, to note 
in the Managements of worldly men ; 
and e^rneftly to recommend to the 
Children of Lij^t 60m tbem« And 'tis 

pot 



not tobeima^nedwhatadvants^tligr 
wotild find to themC^ves in die perfe- 

^ing (^ thdr fptncual Coun^ if tSbcf 
wonU but wifely, djferve, and remem- 
ber thefe excdfeoK Roles of dieir Nfa^ 
fiagement$, aqd carefully ufe and fol- 
low them, inpuriuing thdr own infi- , 
nitely better, and more happy Ptv> 
poles. 

For this way thdr Duty would coiid> 
nually be their Mark, and in their Eyes ; 
they would not only,iecretly propofe, 
but openly profefi it ; they would ftudy 
to be thorowly inform'd in every put 
thereof, that they might not be want- 
ing in the knowledge of their Profelfion; 
they would make it as thdr daily I\^k, 
'So their daihr Care and Employment, 
and be continually drivii^ it oa ; they 
would timely and carefi^ for^e, and 
provide for Futurities, contriving and 
fiting on the fittell; means of improve- 
ment in their way, and execotii^ diem 
with fpeed , Afliduity and Refelutmds $ 
toA look oft, and inouire before hand, 
into the ftate of their Souls; to fee whe- 
ther ttey are fit to give a good Account 
of then^lves to God in the laft Judg- 
ment ; and if they are not, to fupi^ 
what is wanting j and that witfaoiit de- 
^ ■ ' ' * ■ ■■ " • ' lay. 
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lff.i i nqvr. vttUft tlMy Invs time for it^ 
•odtkncty fvovide «id fbre>-dii^afljBybEift 
any >^irittibl^ (ire^liis lind scdwift^ # 
^t whefa thej 'CQlBne, ihoy oaiy hdrbtf 
wtrestdyj' or rwjprizJed 67 rhem } tbey 
^iniaM< b& read)'' to caft <jff any Cares 
«kF Gonoenis which prav«t or irfe Mm 
to pirovB an hindrtnce^ an kicumbfano^^ 
or any ways a (hare to them in the way 
of their Holy Obedience. They Would 
ihidy how to dired all Accident^ and 
Occurrences ; and feek bow they may 
fbirttualizey or pick apy thing otit of 
tnem ; for the Honour of God, and tm* 
provement of tbemfehres or others, m 
the way of Holy Obedience and Reli- 
gion. When any thing were ofler'd t0 
then i their firft Reflation and Inquiry 
would be, whether it were innocent,and 
lead to goody and made for thecal, 
and fiiore profitable discharge of their 
Duty, not (hying to give the leaft ear 
thsretov iS it tendto the contrary ; they 
would dv6ff bs'jealovis about doing then: 
Duty* and keep ail Dangers far o(F,'aad 
?ot codieiiiariiiy thingfthat ma^any 
vnk leflen their Averfion to what is ill, 
-or tena^ them to tlie CommiflJon of it^ 
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ior all good and proper fpiritual Helps, 
when they are needful to their Holy 
Obedience. , 

Now what a Body of Chriftiaiifwould 
thefe ways make, would they all govern 
tfiemfelves thereby, in the faithful dit 
charge of their Duty, as I have dired:- 
ed ? We ihould hear no Complaints of . 
the impolQbility, or extreme difficulty 
of doing their Duty; We ihould fee a 
Generation of Saints, fit to be Lights to 
the Worlds to live without al^y impu- 
table fault or biemiih ; and die with 
Comfort, and enter int6 everlafling )oy 
and peace. Which God of his infinite 
Grace and Mercy grant unto us all, for 
the fake of the Son of his Love, and our 
only Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift the , 
Blefled for evermore. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE V. 

Abpuc the Return of Prayers, or 
when we may, and when we 
nuy not, promife our felves the 
particular things we ask for. 



i«Ha* 




On Matt. 7. 7, 8. Jsk and itflfAtt he 
giyenyottifor eyery ane thrash- 
etL receivetb* 

F we confider all thofe Bleffings^ 
wluch God has promised to this Du- 
ty of Prayer; we ihall prefently be 
induct to conclude ; that a man 
who can make ufe of it| can ftand in need 
of nothing. For €0 abundantly has God 
engaged himfelf to all Supplicants, and fo 
comprehenfive the Promiles, which he 
has made to our Payers , that we may 
leem to have it in our Power, to haye 
every thing for asking. The LorJis nigh 
unto aU them that (aU ufm hirn^ fays D9t 

vid, 
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vid, to all that caS upon him in truths 

P(aL i4f . tS. and in another place, 
Thtit hord art pipd mtd ready to forgive^ 
and fletitiM(i tMfukay (o atljh^k ^¥p- 
M tbee^ P^L 86. f . And whatever yon 
.fiiaSmiMtJ^rafie^if^im, %s pur St- 
\\o\ttyyimjhaU receive., Matt a i. .xi . 

Thus atnpie and itnihifkent, ^11 and 
compvebtnuve are diofe Eyoimfes^ ^icb 
God has uiade tOk our , Pr^T'Crs. If we 
want pardon for our Ans,he bids us askj 
' and weihall lave ir^ If we need firengih 
and aid to overcome Temptations, lie 
drd^fr us to &<k it at his hands, $[4 wp 
iball find it. If we wsuit any Mercy, ei- 
ther (p'u'itual, or temporal, he 6kt&s us 
to.addrefs our felves to faimfor afup^ 
ply, and binds himfelf to grant what we 
cewt of him. 

But yet nocwh^ftatiding all fMk rich 
And eStenfivelVomiies, v^ch God has 
made to our Prtyers^ we daify (ee that 
vaft numbers of riieft, ^5*o praywGod, 
are not ishus bettft^*a «^ fappljAJ by 
them. For how many are ttiiare in 
the world, who are k may be ^v'ery 
MorMftg and EVenkig upon their ftnee*, 
defiri(}g pardon for their fins, who will 
ycebfe^Wriftily condemri'd and pubah'd 
tor iheih <» How many men are frequent 
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ly and importunately asking Grace, and 
urength to overcome Temptations, who 
are ftill ordinarily overcc«pie by them i 
They jM^ay for Sobriety, but yep they 
continue inteniperate : they ftie for Meek- 
nefsy but dill they are fierce and paflio- 
nate.* they ask for Peace, but yet they 
remain unruly and turbulent ; they bej 
Huniility. Contentedncfs , Charity adu 
fevecai other Vertues, and after all they 
reftilill as proud and covetous, wrathful 
and contentious as ever^' 

' Now here God's Promiifes are notper« 
form!d, and mens Pirayqrs are not an-* 
iwered ,• (b that 'tis certain, there muf^ 
be a fiajUure fome where. Either God 
doth not give men what he Promifes, or 
they do not ask as they ought to do, 
who fhali receive. Some fault there is, 
either in God's Faithfulnefs , or our 
Prayers, which renders them lb unTucy 
cefsful, and makes them fo often bring 
down nothing to us, where tliey are pro* 
mifed alL 

And in this Competition, it is an ea^id 
thingtQ Apologize for my;Maker , ajjd 
to aUert the Honour of his truth, and 
Faithfolnefs in this btifinefs. He is at 
ways as good as his word, and not only 
willing, but fcMiyatd: tq^give all \ Nay, 
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more than he has^promifid, if we would 
but take care to ask as he requires. But 
all the hindrance lies in our own ici\res« 
We do not ask like men who would ob- 
tain ; we do not (ue for Pardon, as he 
will beftow it ; nor pray for Grace, as 
if we defired it, or had a mind to make 
any u& of it, and therefore after all our 
Prayers for God s Supplies, we are ftiU 
as indigent as we Were before j Tc ask 
and receive noty (ays Si.James^ Te dcfire 
and cannot ohtahj hicaufiyou ask amtfs^ 
Jam. 4. 2, ^. Whereas would we ask 
things, in fuch wifeas God has pi^mi- 
fed to grant them ; and feek them upon 
Ittdi terms, asr.he has ofier'd to beftow 
thenn Would we ask for Pardbn of 
our fins, only in repenting of them, and 
ibrlaking them ; and for Grace and Ver- 
itie, in the ufe of good and wife Endea- 
vours after them ; tis certain/we fiiQuId 
hot go without them. Ask^ Ays our Sa- 
viour, itjhall Ve given you j for every ont 
tbaf asketh in this wife receiveth. 
^ 'To make my Difcourfe upon thisfub- 
jeft as ufeful aslcan, I (hall entire in- 
tjo the(e two things* 

..if. ' . , 5 % ' r i 4 

Ftrfij Upon ^^h^t temis we are to 

pray for any^^ of God's mercies.: And 

- yhen thatisfecured, Secrnl' 



, &fc9tiily^ Jn - wha&wwoner .we ought- 

. I, I (bal4inq«ire\iponwh«t twins We- 
arcf to. pi»y) feff. wy of G«d^ mercies; 
and under what Conditiostf-wi^ amft: 
Hope to res:elli!e thetxi; ijdd'sS^ronn^ 
itin uponConditiods, he .engages to be-! 
ftow^Booefits: when we : perform Duties, 
aod offers > the ^reward , after we have 
done the $erVtce« And now what God 
(iromi^ CBly. conditionally, we nauft 
not ask abWwtely ; we muft not es^A. 
that he will g^/^e, till we c<>me duly 
qualified^ ao4 fitted to receive ; weniuft 
fcek his R&rcies on his own tlirms ; aiid.^ 
sa»k i^MMfl only . in fach wife asheha& 
undertaken to Mow them. h$A this^ 
i& ihst rule whAcb St. "^ohn prefirribes to 
us, which vhe/Ottkes the great O^di- 
tioOLirf Qu^r jRra^rSj and liie^m 
owe ExpeQatiojRS. thi$^ ^ys Jbe, is thi 

ask. M)f .thingpi according t$.M( i »i/4 he 
Ih^.^'J^^ 'I Job. $. tI4k. ' ^ jf > 

, ri iFd know ;:henHvhen weask any thing 
ttpon'GcdTs owirtserms, and fae br Mert 
cfts'in fndriod^i ^s^he faasi; proqfnifed m 
facAow them ^ tvw'muft' enqiwec. wha^ 

Ids Mil is! cniicciraing i^^ 

xiC'..'jo "' L X we 
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we ask fof , or npon whtt terms he wiff 
give them ; and on what G)Aditions the 
Goipel bids us hope to receive them ; 
and if we come dudy prepared f:here- 
with, we may be fure upon our Prayersr 
to receive them. 

Nbw that Condition whereupon God 
has promifed to forgive us any wilfut 
Sin, i.e. anySinagainftotif ownknow- 
ledge^ or againft the Checks and Warn* 
ings of our own Minds and Confciences, 
is our fmcere Repentance of it, and Care 
to amend and f orfake it. And that Con- 
dition , Vi^ereupon he has promise to 
beftow upon us any Vertue, is our own 
ferious and diligent feeking, and endea- 
vouring after it. And that Condition 
whereupon he has promifed, to confer 
upon^us any gradous A^ances of his 
Holy Spirit, is fo far forth, as we are ho- 
neftly prepared to ufe itfefti ; and care-* 
fully co-opaaie our felves^ and concunr 
therewid[i;'^hd that Comiiijion where- 
upon heho^cngaged to givem health, or 
eafe, orfafety,or any (»itward Bleffin^^ 
when we feek and labour after them , ' 
is fb far forth as in tfaeWifdoni of l^s 
All-feeing Providence, befHes : them &> 
ting for US; orconducing to tlie advan^ 
cage of :0ie WprU^ and fhe> benefits of 

otha& 
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odiers. Upon thefe terms God has pro? 
miCed to beftow thefe Mercies ; and if • 
we have them to fliew, when we pray, 
our Prayers (hall certainly procure them r 
but if we are void of them, our Prayers 
can liave no fuch effoGt ; but after all we 
ftisdl ftiil be unrelieved and go without 
them. We ask what God is refdved not 
to grant, and (eek what he has declared, 
we fliall never find ; and fuch Petitions 
can never take effed, but muft needs be, 
tmiiicce^l. If we ask bis Pardon for 
any Sin, whilft we impenitently go on 
l^terein, and continue to repeat thie fame ; 
he tells us plainly, if we will betieve 
•him, that We (hall not be pardon'd , but 
that except we repent we jhaS /urefy perifl^. 
If we b^ hts Grace whilfl: we never ufe 
it, nor endeavour after thofe Vertues 
which we pray iot ; he afll^res us, that 
We ihall be f6 far from being intruded 
with more Grace ; that we fliall lofe 
what we h^ve received already, and that 
from him that hath mt^ JhaS he taken even 
that which he bath ; thele Prayers being 
altogether againft Ms Will, and contrary 
to the Declarations of his Gofpel; they 
cannot be heard unlels God flioirid change 
his mind, and give us a new Religion, 
jind otlier ways of obtaining his favour, 

L 3 than 
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than thofi which We have received al- 
ready. 

But in Matters of this moment to be 
more particular. 

I. As for pardon of our Sins, God 
will not grant that, till we repent of 
them and forfake them ,• fo that when- 
fbever we ask Pardon of them, we 
muft for ever renounce them, and 
bid adieu to them : or elfe accord- 
ing to thbfe terms of MercJ^ Chrift has 
purchaied for us, we cannot hope to be 
forgiven. When the wkkeJ man forfakes 
bis way J feys God by Ezekieiy and turns 
from the wkkednefs he hafh tommitteJ^ 
and doth that which is lawful and right ; 
be flfoli fave his foul alive ; he fhdl furely 
livey and not die^ Ezek. 18. 17, x8. Re^ 
pentj fiiys St. Peter^ and he converted^ 
that your fins may hehlvttedout. Ad. 3.1 $>. 
^/ except you repent^ fays our Saviour, 
foujhall all peri fh^ Luk. 13.3. 

Thus is fincere Repentance, and for- 
faking fin made the great Condition of 
the Forgivenefs of it And therefore if 
any man would pray for the Pardon of 
his fins, according as the fame is pro* 
fnifed by God, and is to be expecSted by 
lis, he muftfirft renounce the Sin, which 
he defues God to pardon, and pray for 
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the Forgiivenefs of it, with true penitent 
tial Purpoies and Engagements, and 
change of mind and pradice ; he muft 
not lye labouring at the Throne of 
Grace, and think to weary God with 
importunate intreaties, to pardon him 
without more ado, and to forgive him 
bis Sin, whilft he continues unreclaipi- 
ed from it. He mud; not- pray agaihfi 
a dreadful Punifliment, whilft ne conti- 
nues in a wicked PraAice ; and feek to 
^ appeaie God, before be has reformed 
himfelf. No he mufi: fit himfelf for the 
favour before he ask it ; he mufi firft ror 
pent and amende and then let him in hii 
Prayers profefs he doth, and upon thefe 
Petitions he (hall be pardon'd. And up- 
on thefe terms we are tai^ght to beg par* 
don in our publick Prayers; concern^ 
ing which I mud profefs from my own 
Experience ; that the more I underft 
of my Religion, and the further Ic 
fider them ; the more caiife I iee, as 
the Body of them» moft thankfully to 
admire and approve of them. And in 
them when we are exhorted tb confefs 
cur fins ^ to the end that we may ohtain 
forgivenefs of the fame ^ we are taught to. 
do it, with a penitent and oieJientheart i 

godi a^aii^ when after the Cqntfeilion of 

ft 4 m ^ 




^ 
«» 



1 5 2 The Terms and Qudificatms 

our faults 9 we come to (be for fa- 
vour, we do it only in confidence o 
this Profeffion of Repentance, defiringf 
God that he would reft ore them that are 
penitent. And when afterwards we come 
to hear the comfortable words of God, 
in the abfolutionofthe Minifter, we are 
told only of his alfolvlng . thofe that tru^^ 
Ij repent ; and of his pardoning (uch as 
turn away from Sin. This I have no- 
ted for this end, that we may underftand 
our own Devotions, and come to them 
prepared, with that full Purpofe of re- 
forming and change of heart, which is 
abfolutely neceilary for the acceptance 
of them. And when we pray thus, and 
with penitent heairts ask for God's Par- 
don, he will be fure to grant it, and we 
fliall not mils of the Mercy and Forgive- 
nefs which we pray for. 

X. As for the Afliftance of God's Ho- 
Spirit, he has no where promifed to 
grant it, nor have we any ground to ex- 
peft it, unlefs we are honeftly prepared 
to make a good u(e of it, and carefully 
to co-operate our felves and concurr with 
it.' ' -...-- 

Aqd as for any gracious Tempers, and 
virtuous Diipofitions, he has not pro* 
miied to give, nor muft we hope to rc- 

1 • < ceive 
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ceive them, unlefs we our felves do (e, 
rioufly and dUigeatly ieek and endea- 
vour after rfiem. So that whenfocver 
we ask for the help of God's Grace, or 
for any holy Difpofitions or Vertues, it 
mufl: be in. the honeft ufe of our own 
Induftry and good Endeavours. God 
will not bellow new Grace upon us, till 
he fees that we have made a good ufe 
of what he has beftowed already : and 
we muft improve the Talents which for- 
merly were intruded with "us, before he 
will think us duly qualified to receive 
more, as we are told in the paraile of 
thofe , who had received the Talents , 
Matt. xy. For this is the rule of God's \ 
Difpenfation ; unto every one that hath^ 
i. e. hath made good ufe and improve- 
ment of what he had committed to him, 
as the good Servant had done, Ver.zo.iz. 
jhall more he given^ and he Jhall have a-y 
hnnJance : hut from him that hath not j 
i. e. hath not been careful to ufe ar^d im- 
prove the lame, as the voickeJ feryant 
had not done, who went and hid it^ Ver. 
%^. from him JhaS he taken even that 
which he hatby Ver. 29. 

As for thofe Prayers then which God^ 
will anfwer , if they be for pardon of ^ 
5ins, or for Grace and vertuouij Difpo- 
' fitions, 
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fitions, they mufl: be (incerely penitent 
and induftrious. God has promi(ed no 
Pardon but upon ,true Repentance, nor 
any faving helps and affitfances of his 
Spirit or vertuous Tempers , but up- 
on our honed Induftry and ^ood Endea- 
vours. And therefore if we would ask 
thefe Mercies as God has promifed to 
grant them, and as the Gofpei bids us 
hope to receive them, we mud pray for 
Forgiveneft with true Repentance ; and 
for God's Grace with fincere Purpofes to 
make good u(e thereof; and for any ver- 
tuous Tempers , with a Preparation to 
take pains for them , and (erioufly, and 
carefully to endeavotir afterwards to ac- 
quire tteVertue which we have prayed 
to God for. An impenitent mans Prayer 
for the pardon of his Sins, will be of no 
avail with God ; for he will not forgive 
us our Sins, whilft we go on in them. 
And an idle unworking perfons Prayer 
for any particular Grace or Vertue, is 
offenfive to him. The only Prayers 
which h^ hears for thefe things, are the 
Prayers of fincerely, penitent and in- 
duftrious ; and if our Prayers are qua- 
lified thus, they are fuch as he will 
own , and as he has bound himfelf, in 
Truth juid Faithfulnefs, he will moft cer- 
tainly 
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tatnty anfweir and ifewistrd them. And 
tfaen^ 

'7%irJfyy As for the Third fort of thittgs, 
which men are wont to pray for, vh. 
Health, or Suften^nce, or Safety, or any 
other outward Bleflings ; God expei9:s in 
his Gift of thefe, as I have ihew'd he 
does in his Gifts of Grace, and Holy and 
vertuous Difpofitions , that theythem- 
ielv6s (hould labour after them ; and be 
diligent in the ufe of wife and due means 
to attain them ; it not being his way to 
heal or feed, or fecure men by Miracle, 
but only by Bleffing their own caref and 
pains in purfiiit of thefe Mcrcifes. And 
much more doth he expedt, both in fpi- 
ritual and temporal Bleffings, that they 
fliould not take any Courfes, which are 
diredly contrary to them. When they 
pray for Deliverance from any Sin, they 
muft not put themfelves in the wiy of 
Temptations, which arefiill apt to make 
them to fall into it : When they pray to 
God ror Health, they muft not put it a- 
way from themfelves- by Intemperance ; 
or by any grttfs negtedts, or abufe of 
thek qWn Bodies? when they pray to 
him, to iefcure th^ Church or our Holy 
Religion ; thiay miift not put a ftopto their 
pwn Prayers, by fceking a feCurity from 

5"?» 
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Sin, or by an unwife Compliance with 
any other methods, which are liker to 
deftroy, than to fecure the fame. If we 
exped that he fliould hear and further 
our Prayers , we muft fliew firft, that 
we are in earneft with him, by" ftirthor- 
ing them ourielves ; and not falling to 
fuch Courfes as dire<9:ly overthrow our 
own Petitions. 

And when we do thus wifely endea- 
vour after any outward things, God has 
no where promi(ed to grant them, nor 
may we hope to receive them, further 
than in the Wi(clom of his AU-feetDg 
Provideqce, he fees them fit for us, and , 
conducing to the benefit and advantage 
of the World, and the good of others. 
So that whenfoever we ask them, it 
muft be with this referve, if in his Wif- 
dom he fees it fitting. 

In fpiritual Mercies, we are fure of the 
Grace or Vertue^/ve defire, if we come 
duly prepared to receive them. But in 
temporal ,- the having, or not having of 
what we ask is uncertain, and always 
depends on' this/; if God in his Wifdom 
fees it fit, we ^ould have them. Some- 
ppies outwarj Bleflings, whether of 
Health, or Jgrfc, or Plenty, are not fit 
for us, but would turn in the end by far 

more 
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more to our hitrt than to our advafluige. 
They would carnalize our Souls, and 
render us iehfual and earthly minded, 
proud and infolent ; they would make 
us forget God, and flei^t his S^vice^ 
af&ont thofe who are placed above, and^ 
opprefs fuch as he has fet below us. iVo<* 
{perity is a ftate of great danger to mens 
Soulsyit expofes them to many Vices,and 
puts them under anumt^erot Temptati^ 
cos to ieveralinfiances of Difbbedierioe ; 
and 'tis for the Concern of every one 
who has pious Wiidom , and prudent 
Gtoe enough ; to avoid being infnared 
bjr it. the profperify of fooh^ fey Solo% 
jMii inftead of being a BleiSng to thetn ; 
doth deftroy them, tr$v. i. 31. When 
JefwM waxed fat , (aith Mafes^ he kick-^ 
ed againji him v>h$ made him fo } when he 
VMS grewH thick and covered with fatnefs^ 
tben^ he forfookGod that made him^ and 
tif^ly efteemed the rock of his fahatiom^ 
Dent 31. If. There are but few minds^ 
that can grapple with the Temptations, 
wiw;hare ftUl (blfidtin^ per ions in wealth 
And honours 9 pleaiures, and affluence ; 
but thi^ aife generally lead away into fe- 
Veral:£^s, and overcome by thens. . And 
IdpiibtJiot but that feveral perfibns^whofe 

^oalsliave utterly mifcarrildin aprofpe- 
•^ ii rousi 
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rou^ might have dode well, andfuive< 
gooe ^) Heav^y had it pleafed God <q 
mvc. Vtfited them mote frtcpeatiy in 
CrQ0es!; and to have kept them under 
the moft gracious and wholefraoe Diici- 
pUne, of a troubled aod afflided^«te <^ ' 
things.' ) . . -^ .'.,;,■••• ■ 

Outward Merciefrthenare not always 
fit for usytxit wouUr often prove a'fhaie, 
and nmtkt duigerous Temptation to ns, 
Afidwhen they would do €0, they are 
neither fie for us to ask, nor fo longjas 
he retains any love and kindnefi for ds^' 
h for God to grant us. They are no .fit 
matter m this cafe for Qod to proniiiie^ 
4nd (b are no fit iidbjetS; wherein we are 
to hope he always fliQuld perfonn. 
. JdL^dn,acothei'timest>utwardBleffings 
aite' denied • tho'not ib much for oUr 
oiwn fakes, y«t for the good of o^ers, 
and the advantage of th&World; :\ Qd^ 
tunes^Gdd&es it necdSiry in the>^^lk}||f^ 
txi. (etout fome examples of Contra^ and 
ioAaime^ of Patience ; ' that men may &c 
bodiwhat they oi^t to follow, smd 
. bow.. they may. be able to perfonri i& 
And. lib never be ^Iconn^ed with libf 
^Kinding tjioughts ofdieir being tunble 
to beaci thofe things with Patienioa^ if 
theyt^iould be.Gall'd to it, wfcddhtfaegr 
1 fee 
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fee ar^v born b^ others like themfdves 
with Patience every day* ' Eicample is a 
grcflttEncobra^ment toadion; itfhews 
that a thing - i% ficafible , and ftrahgely 
animates any gallant mind , with tin^ 
daunted Courage, and great Confidence 
of Refolution, to pals tlurough thofe Dif-* 
ficulties, which they lee Time and Pa*' 
tience,* Will overcome in the purfuit of 
good and honourable ttungs. And thus 
Crod let out ^i and DaviJj and abun- 
dance of Prophets, and righteous men in 
the Old Teftament ; and our Saviour in 
the New let out himlelf, and his Holy 
Apol^es, and generally the whole 3ody 
of Chi^iftians ki the firft Ages, and great 
numbers in all Ages ever fmce ; to be 
Patterns of meekneis in afflidions unto 
others ; and to (hew men what it. is to 
bear hard things with Patience; and. to 
fubmit^ to his Wifdom, and own his mer* . 
cy and goodnefs ; in all his Plfpofals and 
Adminiftrations of the World. 

So that even when oUtward Blefiings 
and Enjoyments might betrufled with us^ 
and would-be noways prejudicial to us 
in our own Pbribns ; yet doth God in hrs 
good Providence, which is: to take Care, 
not only oi us, but of all the World, ie^ 
fit many cimts to deprive ds of them, 

for 
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fcMTthe fakeof othors; that wem|^ be 
examples to them, and that tbey may 
ieara from ourSumrings, ^ad our mefsl^ 
Gurriage under the farn^ , .both to Jbe 
thankful for their own Dieffiogs, whilft 
we want, and they enjoy them, and to 
be ready to part with them with Pa- 
tience at an evil day. 

And fince God will not beftow upon 
us outward Bleflings, when either tney 
are unfit for our fenres, or when he fees 
it proper to deprive us of them for the 
tike of others : whenfoever the^ Cafes 
happen we muft not exped them. And 
becaule when this would be. Cod only 
knows but we are ignorant : whenfoever 
we ask any outward things,, we muft 
do it with Submiilion, ^d under this 
conditional Heferve, if he lees ttem fit* 
ting and convenient, and leave the De- 
termination to the Wifdom of his un^ 
erring Judgment. And in this way our 
Blefled Saviour hath lead us, in the high- 
eft inftance of this fort of Prayers ; when 
^ he prayed againft all the pains and hor- 
rors of his Sufierings, Father fays he^i/i/ 
ie poffihle let this hitter cup pafi frem me^ 
neverthelefs^ I determine nothing, but re- 
fer all to thy unerring Wifdom in this 
matter, not my wHi hnt tbine h dwe^ 
Matt. x^. 39« Thus 
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ii^pfiiis thealw« fes wk^ 6od win 
g^smriis ariy iKit!«(>9rd Bfefl«)g$, iuch ai 
Heallhr or nft^ ov Plenty, dr the like, 
what wedsfcdKliifor dtir (elves. And 
fbfc told fecorif will he liisdce to eur 
IShftym, when we pray for Peace' or 
Fvofperity, of other outward BleflSngs 
£39 tfte pnbtick atfo. For if « i^ion ii 
jttftifidfeay^ God, ai^ is fit td be pro^ 
ipet'd $ and if it would not abtife it, but 
llrve Qfod tMr^ thereby ; fo that it wduld 
fceno ways buftftil to themfelves ; or if 
tfse open fcitldat of their Sins do not call' 
for Jiiftice,ahd require that they be madd 
an example onto others ; ahd if it is 
othtirwife agreeiible and confiftent with 
the wife Ends of Giq£s good Pro', idence, 
and bis Care of ethers; he will give thii 
tetward Proipcrity to a People, that 
etmeftly beep afid prays for it, and care- 
folly aiid wiKly fieks it, and endeavour^ 
after it. Bot ^ their Sins call for Scour- 
ges ; if by Profpierity they would ju- 
fiifie ind narden tberiiielves the more id 
thoir itikpeiititf^ , and grow wanton and 
bdid* in^ fin, dnd make ufe therec^, only 
ta make more Provifion for their Luds; 
if they have greatly diftiorioured and 
^flknded Odd* , and are not humbled for 
the tilings that provoke him j if they 
hav6 hardned themfelves againft all othef*' 

M mean$ 
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means of God's ProvidcaoTt turoing^ his 
Grace into wsntonnefs,- andhts bounty 
and forbearance into ao pdtutfion of grot^ 
ter Sinfulnefs^and are not td beredatfh^ 
ed, but by Chafii(en)encs and^ere ith 
flidions ; or if there be a neceflity in Ac 
Coorfe of God's Government to make 
them an example for the terror of others ; 
or if any other ways it would make a- 
gainfl: the wife end? of ;God's mod Ho- 
ly and good Providence i : then be wilt 
hold his hand ; and notwithflandii:^ all 
theearnefty importunate, and inccSOuit 
Prayers that are made for the feme; re- 
fufe to beApw it on them. So that in 
asking outward BlefHngs for the publick^ 
as well as for our private Concerns ; for 
the Kingdom we are pf as Well as for dor 
felves ; we tnuft always have this coa- 
ditional referve, if God fees th^m fittii^, 
and refer themfelves to his Wildom, whe> 
ther he fee convenient to grant them at 
our Prayers or no. 

And thus it appears, upon what Terms 
we are to pray for any . of God s Mcr^ 
cies, whether fpiritual or temporal ; wbc^ 
tljer relating to ihislife, or to that which 
is to coipe. If we beg Pardon for our 
Tms, wemuft ask it with f rue Repen- 
tance and forfaking of them. If wede- 
fire Grace it mud be with a f uH Purpofe 

to 
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/d^jre apyVjirtues and holy JOTifporitionSy 

^iitqjjwftibdvM^imuaP^^ of mind 
i^iJigwtl3r<l0 7j)fetheii»eaQs, and tppnc 

^^oT^^^ij^i^^ to attatd them. 

:* A9d if «^ pray; for any outward world- 

.teithlng, whether for pur felvcis or o* 
%htt[By befides our lai)bi]ring after thft 
faisie iii wife ways, wq muft Qfpe^ m 
iflSie but. with this, re(ery[e^ Jf G<)d fees 

\ them fittiing, aiid, j;hen apjoiefce iri the 
JPeterminatioQ of his Wifdom, whether 
he fee fit to* hear our Prayers, by grants 

. ing. of the feme or np^ < 

And thus having fheWed,; upoii what 
we ?re t^ pr^y for any of ^God's 

iJyiercie^,, jvhethpr ipirttsal or temporal, ^ 

,f Raiting tp ihi4 life or the hQxt j I pr^ 

,4pf§d^ow, , 

. ; .rn-ftf?W/)f , TTo (hew in what manner we 
5)tJgl)?i.*o ;|ir»y for them. When wc? 

: copi? tOjpliy bur Hoitiag^Y and to make 
pur fuit to Almighty God • we mufl: be 

*c^e|[u|.of^pr Carriage, that it fhewno- 

l^g ^t^^ifrefp^^* ^ a. carelefs regard, 
.^^eqj^ him, or of thoie Mercies>hich 
we cpn^e^tic^ c^fii^ at his hands/ God will 
'^le hMimired in, them that comt near him ; 
j^e e;^pe^s they fliould treat him> With 
that VNt ah{i reverence, that humble 
Decency 9, isfA dutiful Submiflion c^ 

M X mind. 
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mind , whidi becomes tfaem towards 
theur Maker and Benefador , their fu- 
pream Lord and Sovereign And all 
this awe and reverence, thisHorioar and 
humble RcfptA^ mud not ohlf be in* 
wardly iir tfa^ir minds, but in their ont^ 
ward Canriage and Betttviour alfo. They 
Iflufl: ufe fuch vifible Indications as are 
khown marks of Honour, and expreis 
their refped: to God by fiicb dutiful 
arid decent Carriage, as they are wont 
to tile towards their Governours, or to^ 
wards one another. And this way of 
exprelling their Honour and RefpeA to 
him, by fuch allowed Indications of it 
as are figns of Honour amongthemlelves^ 

^ is what God himfftf appeals to ; and that 
whereby he*goes about moft convincing^ 
ly to reprove the religious Rudenels, and 
ill Manners of the Jfraelites^^AsX. i. For 

. when they "would pretend to honour 
God, but yet would put him off with 
any thing ; when they would makeihew 
of ofl^ring Sacrifice, and giving Prefents 
to him, but yet make choicie of (uch 
things to prefent as were not worth re- 
ceiving, oaring to him as he Complains, 
the hlinJy the tame and the Jicki He tells 
them plainly, he refents the Indignity, 
and fets them tdconfider whether it be' 
any (ign of Honour ;to make choice of 

fuch 



of fuccefsfttl ^rajters. t6f 

fudh unmuineriy ^Oiean, and reflifethk>gs/ 
when they have to do with God) as would 
pals for mfflfks of IrreyetCQcc and Diir 
efteem if nhey were ufed towards men. 

Coffer fucb things, as f^<?^, faith he firft, 
to thy GavernMrj and {e0 whether hevoiU 
he fleafed with thee ; accept thy Per/on^ 
for fuch aPrefent; and if thefe Initances 
of ill Behaviour and rude Treatments 
would by no nieans pleiafe^; but lughly 
provoke him ^ think not to honour God 
by that^iwhich would yHifie and af&^nt 
Men, fVr/^8* ,i * 

But in this matter to be mor@ pgrtir / 
cular ; if we would make our Prayers 
in Chriil^s Name in fiich manner, as 
would become us to ofler them, anjd God 
to h^ them ; we muftput theni iip^i 



r 



Pirfi^ With Revertfhce. md> Hmility^ 
When woipt^y to God^Tiwe nBuftfenowj 
tiuit we poor Worms are treatiag^ with 
our Maker i that we moftiindigtnf jjio4 
helpkis Crotiaros are £iiog to our hOrr 
Uift Skns&dbor;. dbot \${«<pi)fttl Subjedls 
are addrdling our jUeiyti»/Co the fiipreaiQ 
Lord aod Sovigreiga of all the WorkL 
And v^n we have to do. with a p^rfon 
(b f ar ^bovj&tts, fo tiqnMa{ttrably Mod 
Md>Ett^9itLto..us,;^ haa (»3b^ 
folute Authority and^npire. o\^€arn»:{ 
J ' :\ . M 3 'tis 
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'tis •hcccflary thai: then if evfer wc 1>(5 
mindful of our diftance , and make oiar 

. Application with that tx)wliine(s of mind« 
thiat decent humble Carriage, iMd careful 
reverent Deportment, as may plainly ev|- 
clcrfce^ that we have a juft Honour and 
Veoeratibn for the Majefty of that Godi 
whom we addrefs our felves unta And 
thus in all our A(3s of Worihip, whe* 
ther Prayers- or Praifes,* or hearing of 
iGod's word^ ^Or other A&$p( Religion, 
whether in folemn Oaths, facred Hymns 
and Thankfgivings or the (ike, we com- 
) pofe bur felvesaftiititjod's Prefence, and 
do' not behave our felves * lightly and 
'drelefly, but wvth ^a ^ifible ferioufhefs 
and reverence of Soul r We uncover our 

^ ifeads, and compofe our Countenances, 
and ufe decent humble Poftures, fuch as 
kneeling, bowii^inr«ilan(Kng ; ^^ipd^ te- 
fkilk in all cmrCiepQrtment,>'tlmK weave 
5X)ncem'd with thattGodj it'wbam we cai| 
pevef Honour eoou^ and whom mc 
ieek t(>eVidenoe>\^ur id^e&unto, |>y all 
the (tt^oper Signsi and iin&i^ 
dications^ wherdby we arewonttoex* 
prefs it .towiafdstroea. , This^we are all 
prone to pa^f . asJtis fit . we fhovAdi to 

fptocdakiv&iisi andas 
to^nSkyOfaliruch 

^ ^ 'S: : And 
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And (ince we thus exped it, and are 
afhamed to n^led: it towards one ano? 
ther ; with what face can we deny it to- 
wards God. But if at any time w^ do^how 
juiUy may he take up that reproof a^ 
gaind us, which he did againft the uq* 
mannerly, and diirefpetSful Ifratlites} 
ifffer this carele(i and unbecoming Car- 
riage to thy Governour , in any Honour 
which thou payeft him, andy^^ whether 
be will he pleajeil with it ^ and accept it 
of thee, Afali.S. 

Sec&nJly^ That our Prayers may be put 
up infuch manner,a^ 'tts fit for us to ofier 
them, or for God to hear them, we muft 
pfler them up, with Jue Ftxednefs and 
Attention ^ minJy and fcrveng of dffe* 
Simc\ 

We muft omr diem up with z due 
FiiteJiwefs md JttentioH tfnmd. We muft 
not draw near uato God with our iip^ 
iuben our hearts and nunds are far from 
hiffl : 1 We piuft not utter wcurds by rote, 
or &y our finders as Ghildren are wont 
tch(doir3ixflm>iWBthoucatiy hee^ dr 

Al^icatkMi of ourmiods t6 themj biit 
^r 'dxHi^tits 1 nmift go along with our 
^or^Sj, iM our imiaas mnft be intent, 
«ad ifet upon the Meroies: whidi we pray 
f<M(4 God wjUtoofehevlteo to our Peti- 
tion% whfiDit dMffii)4M«e qnr felvcs do 

M 4 no<; 
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not hear them ; he will not attend to bur 
Requefts, when we onr fdves do oat at- 
tend to them ; he will not grtnt thofe 
Suits, which tad only a form of words; 
but iKM:hii^ of an inward Defire , and 
Ipiritual Application in them. So that 
if only our Tongues pray, and our Minds 
are ftroying, we niightas well be fiknt, 
and not pray at all. 

We muft pflSer them up alfo, • with a 
gpoJ nteafwre of Jefire^imd fervency <f^e* 
Bion. A cold Petitioner befpeaks a Denial^ 
tnftead of a gracious Anfwer. * He (eems 
indifferent in making of his Suit , and fo 
may well exped that .God ibould be 
indifferent .tQo,^^nd k(s ooncxfn'd in 
granting it» .He (eems ^oileig^tdie Mer- 
cy, when he asks it ; and (b them is 
tiie lefs ttaSoa to vs^eSt, that ht fhould 
think himfdfinucti obliged by:i^ or be 
duely diankfiil £or it, ;after he fasB<recei* 
yed it. But a ferueht Prtyor' fiKws how 

eagerly we defire -aiiNkrcy , arti r biMr 
thankfully we ^are*- hke ix> leoeiiy^ in 

And Jtius isiOfne'EEiC(viiage{tient}n£dd>& 
{hbngfffid wetOfiifffor.'Gad to jfasAdMir It 

on uii-'He l^a'inoft ^nder afj^UHfolgBot 

. Parent fiwfionBaoiaDirdeigDitsany^odd 

thing T^is^zftrso^; srfam he lebi we 

txtffnt»!A\svifmi\ii^^\sj!Q^n and 



of f^mpjul fray^^J. T »^9 

tjr (ct uppp k. Tht fervent '^r^yfir of 4 
rigkte^Ht wM^ iaith-St* famfs^ avaiieib 
ntucb^ Jftoi. f. I <$v. 

Thffdfyi A third thing that is rcqui* 
Ate tQ) an acceptable Prayer, and muft 
reconsmaend it to God's favour, isfiutk^ 
or believing we (haU receive , when we 
ask acebi^ng to his Prcmfe ; which our 
SavioQr makea a neceffery Qualification 
to our being heard. Matt, a j, zx. iVbat'- 
/ievcr yw JkfJl ask in prayer heUevingsym 
fball receive ; and if any man lack WifHomj^ 
kt him ask in faith J faith St. fame fj w« 
tb^g wavei^ifi^^ an J it (hail 6e given him^ 
J^m.i. fy6. and the true meaning of 
this is eafily under ftood frooi what I 
have already faid concerning the Torms, 
whereupon God will grant us aoy of his 
Mercies. For then we are to believe we 
ihall receive them, When we havd per-? 
form'd: thofe Conditions, whereupon hc/ 
has promifed to bellow them. So that) 
theA we muft hope to obtain Pardon 
for our Sins, when we foriake them, and 
ask it with true Repentance, and Refor- 
mation. And then we muft believe, that 
we Ihall receive Ibme Virtuous Endow- 
ments, when we are careful to attain, 
and indufbioufly feek after the^. And 
then we muft expe<ft to enjoy the AflS- 
ilance of God's Grace, and Holy Spirit, 

when- 



<i-^. 
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when we are careful to coacUrr withT 
and make a good ufe of it. . And thea 
we mud expedl , upon our Endeavours 
after the fame, to be heard for Health, 
or Eafe, or any profperous turtis df Pro^ 
vidence and outward things, whea^God 
in his Wifdom (ees them fitting for us, 
and confident either with oUr own gooid, 
or with the greater benefit of others. 

It is thefe IVomiles of God which 
mufl guide our £}tpe<^ati(3ns , and then 
We mud hope to receive^'any of tt^ 
Mercies from him,aslung them in Chri{^|s 
Name^ when we come qualified with 
thefe Conditions, whereupon he ^has' to- 
gaged to bellow them ; to beiie»e that 
he will grant what we ask of 1^ w)ien 
we ieek it not upon theie Tern^vO^ Oot 
Faith but Infidelity ; to expeAdiat we 
ihould receive thefe Mercies any qitber- 
wifi^ that we ihould be pardoned wi&- 
out Repentance , and made Vertuous 
without our own Care, and good En- 
deavours, is not hope but Prefumptbn^ 
We mud feek things in God's own way ; 
and then^ but not before, we iliaU be 
fiire to imd them. 

And that we may always come thus 
prepared to our Prayers, that fo we may 
obtain the Blefiings which we feek for ; 
^od of his infinite Mercy Grant, Qfc. 

FINIS. 
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